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Bible IV: Acts, Epistles, and Revelation (WCOS 521) 
Duke Divinity School Weekend Course of Study 

October 30-31, November 6-7, 13-14, 2015 

Instructor: Zack Phillips (zphillip@gmail.com) 

Book List and Pre-Work 

Course Description (as provided by GBHEM) 

This course focuses on the content and context of these writings, and the theological 

emphases of their writers. In addition to Acts and Revelation, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 

Hebrews, James, and 1 John will receive special attention. Students also will articulate a 

theology of scripture. 

Course Objectives (as provided by GBHEM) 

• Distinguish these genres of biblical literature, and understand the major theological 

themes in these writings. 

• Faithfully exegete this form of literature. 

• Apply exegesis to preaching, other pastoral responsibilities, and issues of the present 

day. 

• Articulate the unity and authority of Scripture as a whole. 

Required Book Titles & Pre-Reading (as provided by GBHEM) 

1. NRSV English Bible: (I would recommend either The New Oxford Annotated 

Bible or Harper Collins Study Bible) 

2.  Warren Carter and Amy Jill-Levine, The New Testament: Methods and Meanings 

(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013) 

3.  Jouette Bassler, Navigating Paul (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 

2007) 

Recommended Book Title 

Michael Gorman, Elements of Biblical Exegesis. ISBN 1565634853 

Pre-Work: 

•Please submit your written assignments in double-spaced, a 12-point font with one-inch  

margins and in a .doc or .docx format. 

•Please make Text-analysis notes on Romans. These should be approximately four pages. This 

is due at the beginning of class on Saturday, October 31. 

 

For this text-analysis exercise, please follow the following instructions. 

Needless to say, the most important part of this class is the close reading of the New Testament 

texts. Thus please read as thoroughly as possible. And at the same time, please read each book in 

its entirety. Take copious notes on your study bible, underline important part of the passage, and 

circle significant words in the passage. 
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a. After you have done the close reading of the texts, outline the book (Section 1 of your text-

analysis) with the major divisions of the book. Please do not copy the division of your study 

bible or assigned textbooks. 

b. Summarize crucial theological themes of the book (Section 2 of your text-analysis, 

approximately 3 themes and approximately 100-150 words). Be sure to cite examples—specific 

passages with chapter and verse—that lead you to your conclusions. 

 

c. Write down with chapter and verse ten observations about only one passage (not the whole 

book). You may choose any of the following passages: 

 

 Chapters 1-2 

 Chapters 3-4 

 Chapters 5-6 

 Chapters 7-8 

 Chapters 9-11 

 Chapters 12-13 

 Chapters 14-16 

An “observation” is a note about some feature of the text that strikes you as interesting; it is not 

merely a quotation of the text or restating an idea you found in the text. One way to think about 

an “observation” is as follows: 

One of my literature professors taught me that the goal in reading poetry is to move from 

nodding your head with every word and mentally saying “Uh‐huh, uh‐huh, uh‐huh” to 

stopping, scratching your head, and saying/asking “huh?” In other words, what is it in the 

text of your passage that makes you ask a question, that causes you difficulty, that forces 

you to dig deeper, that suggests nonobvious connections with other parts of the letter, that 

seems to carry heavy theological weight, that represents a point of emphasis for the letter, 

etc.? 

For example, if you were doing your close reading on Romans 5-6, one of your observations 

might look like this: 

Romans 5:2: “we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God” is an interesting thing 

for Paul to write, given that he has written several times already in this letter about 

boasting as something negative (for example, in 3:27). If we consider these negative 

statements alongside of the positive statement about “boasting” in this verse, perhaps we 

should understand Paul’s point to be that what one “boasts” in is a crucial theological 

reality: Are we boasting in our hope of sharing God’s glory or in something else? 


