
COS 121

Bible I: Introduction

Duke Divinity School
Fall 2015

Sat. & Sun., Time: TBA
Oct. 30-31, Nov. 6-7, 13-14                                                                        
Room: TBA

Dr. Jacob Stromberg
Office: Gray 311 • Office Hours: Meetings are best arranged by appointment. 
Email: jacob.stromberg@duke.edu

Course Description (as provided by the GBHEM of the UMC)

This course introduces biblical interpretation. Attention is given to the inspiration, formation, and 
function of the canon and to the development of a methodology of interpretation consistent with 
the nature of scripture. The importance of the Bible as a witness to the life and faith of ancient 
Israel and earliest Christianity will be emphasized.  

Objectives (as provided by the GBHEM of the UMC)

i. Articulate the place of scripture in the life of the congregation and the role of the pastor in 
interpretation.

ii. Understand the inspiration and formation of the canon and its authority within the community
of faith.

iii. Understand and apply historical, literary, and theological approaches to various types of 
literature in scripture using Genesis, Hosea and Amos, Mark, and Philippians.

iv. Develop a method of exegesis consistent with the nature and authority of the Bible.
 

Textbooks (as given by the GBHEM of the UMC)

Required:
• A standard translation of the Bible (e.g. NRSV)

Reference:
• Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth.
• John Hayes & Carl Holladay, Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook.
• Bernhard Anderson, The Unfolding Drama of the Bible.
• The Interpreters One-Volume Commentary.
• Harper Collins Bible Dictionary.
• NRSV – New Interpreter’s Study Bible. 
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Requirements

1. Attendance and Participation (25%):

Attendance: "Students are expected to attend all class sessions during Course of Study.  
There are no excused absences from Course of Study classes.  Per the policy set by the 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry, a student missing more than three hours of any 
twenty-hour course shall not receive a grade for the course.  It is a student's responsibility
to tell you that s/he must miss a class, as well as to alert the class representative (who will
take attendance in your class)," from "Course of Study, Guidelines for Faculty."

Regular class participation: Come to class ready to participate and to ask questions about
the day's topic.  

2. Reading Log (10%):

To be turned in the first day of class.  For description and requirements, please see the 
form attached below; or see the "Book List and Pre-Work" guidelines.

3. Three Quizzes (10% each): 

Each quiz will cover a specific reading.  See the schedule below for further details.

The links to these articles can be found in the 121 Course folder in the WCOS Student
Duke Box. A link to the WCOS Student Duke Box will be provided by the COS office to
each student who has enrolled.

3. Paper (35%) - due last day of class:  

Describe the literary strategies of Genesis and their theological argument.  Draw on the 
class readings, your reading of Genesis, and the course lectures.

Due: Last day of class.

Length: 5 pages.  I stop reading at the end of page 5.

Plan: Your paper should adhere to the following outline.  Please note the page lengths for 
each section.  Each section needs to begin with a title.  The title should correspond to the 
outline title below.  For example, page one will have at the top 'What is the Relationship 
between Gen. 1-11 and 12ff?'  One page per question = 5 pages total.

i. What is the Relationship between Gen. 1-11 and 12ff?  Pages: 1
ii. What is the argument of the patriarchal narratives (Gen. 12-50)?  Pages: 1
iii. Why is the Joseph narrative in Genesis (chs. 37-50)? Pages: 1
iv. What is the relationship between Genesis and the Pentateuch?  Pages: 1
v. Synthesis: What is the meaning of Genesis?  Your answer should draw on your 

answers to i-iv.  Pages: 1

Note: The instructor reserves his right to adjust these percentages if necessary for greater 
accuracy in reporting a student’s performance and progress—and out of fairness to the class as a 
whole.
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Date Schedule
First Weekend

Oct. 30 Topic: Introduction, Genesis

Due: Reading Log

Quiz #1: D. Clines, 'Methods in Old Testament Study'

Additional Reading:
• How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, ch. 1.
• Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner's Handbook.  [You may consult this throughout the course, but you will 

not be quizzed on it.  It is a valuable orientation to different questions asked by biblical scholars.  Much of 
the same ground is covered in the reading by D. Clines for the quiz.]

Oct. 31 Topic: Genesis

Additional Reading:
• How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, ch. 5.
• C. S. Lewis, 'Fern-seed and Elephants'

Second Weekend
Nov. 6 Topic: Genesis, Amos and Hosea

Quiz #2: J. Sailhamer, 'The Narrative World of Genesis'

Additional Reading:
• How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, ch. 10.

Nov. 7 Topic: Amos and Hosea

Additional Reading:
• A. Heschel, 'The Prophets', pp. 27-60.
• H. Williamson, 'Hope under Judgment'

Third Weekend
Nov. 13 Topic: Mark and Philippians

Quiz #3: R. Hays, 'Reading Scripture in Light of the Resurrection'

Additional Reading:
• How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, chs. 7-8.

Nov. 14 Topic: Mark and Philippians

Due: Paper

Additional Reading:
• How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, chs. 3-4.

Notes on schedule: 
• Concentrate your efforts on those readings assigned for quizzes; these will be the most important.
Those listed under 'Additional Readings' are helpful, but not essential.

Note on the articles: 
• The links to these articles can be found in the 121 Course folder in the WCOS Student Duke Box. A

link to the WCOS Student Duke Box will be provided by the COS office to each student who has
enrolled.
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Policies

1. Late work that is unexcused will not be accepted.  Work will be accepted late only in the case 
of an emergency.

2. Class attendance is mandatory.  For further information, see the "Course of Study 
Guidelines." 

4. Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to identify themselves to the instructor the first day of class.

5. The instructor reserves the right to modify the schedule according to the needs of the class.

6.    For additional policies, see the "Course of Study Guidelines." 
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Name__________________________________

Reading Log 
For each chapter listed below, mark 0 if you have not read it in its entirety, mark a A- if you
have skim-read it completely, mark a A if you have read it thoughtfully, studied it, marked it, etc.

Genesis
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

Hosea

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Amos

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Mark

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Philippians

1 2 3 4
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