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Curtis Freeman teaches historical theology. His dissertation and earlier research was on 
Augustine of Hippo, but more recently his work has explored areas of Free Church theology. His 
two edited books, Ties That Bind (Smyth and Helwys), and Baptist Roots (Judson Press) and 
numerous articles seek to describe the development of a distinctly Baptist theological tradition. 
He has authored several book chapters recently: “To Feed Upon By Faith” in Baptist 
Sacramentalism (Paternoster 2003), “Can the Secular Be Sanctified?” in The Future of Baptist 
Higher Education (Baylor 2006), and “Back to the Future of Trinitarianism?” in Theology in the 
Service of the Church. He is one of the series editors of Studies in Baptist History and Thought 
(Paternoster Press). His article “God in Three Persons: Baptist Unitarianism and the Trinity” 
appeared in the fall 2006 issue of Perspectives in Religious Studies. During his sabbatical over 
the spring 2007 semester he did research on Baptist responses to segregation-desegregation in 
the South which are part of a projected book entitled Trumpets of Zion. Two chapters on Carlyle 
Marney (Baptist History and Heritage, forthcoming) and W. A. Criswell (The Journal of 
Southern Religion, Volume X, 2007) have been published. He is currently doing research on 
Baptists in the South 1750-1850, co-editing the collected works of Morgan Edwards, and is 
writing a book of collected essays tentatively titled Confessions of an Other Baptist. 
 
From 1987 to 2001 he was Professor of Christianity at Houston Baptist University.  In the 
summer of 2001 he was Visiting Professor in the Department of Religious Studies at the 
University of Dayton.  He has served as pastor of two churches in Texas and for nine years was 
the “Interim” Pastor of the West End Baptist Church in the inner city of Houston.  He is active in 
the Baptist World Alliance, serving on the Doctrine and InterChurch Cooperation Commission 
and is a participant in the current five year round of Catholic-Baptist conversations between the 
BWA and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. His article “Baptists and 
Catholics Together?” in the January 16, 2009 issue of Commonweal discusses the history of 
conversations between Baptists and Catholics since Vatican II. He has served as president of 
both the National Association of Baptist Professors of Religion (2006) and the Consortium of 
Theological Schools partnering with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (2007). He and his wife 
Debra have been married since 1978 and live in Durham, North Carolina. Mrs. Freeman is a 
teacher in Chapel Hill School system. The Freemans have two adult children: their son, Cole, is a 
senior majoring in performance jazz at the University of North Texas, and their daughter Lauren 
lives and works in Houston, Texas. Curtis and Debra have a newly adopted son Curtis Richmond 
“Rich” Freeman who was born December 8, 2004. 
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