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From the Archives — 1985

Graduates of the Class of 1985 line up outside Duke Chapel for the Baccalaureate Service.
L to R: L. Gregory Jones, Laurie Johnson, Harriet Isbell, Jim Huskins,

Mike Holder, Lois Hodgkinson and Leonard Higgins.

D
uk

e 
D

iv
in

it
y 

S
ch

oo
l A

rc
hi

ve
s



4 Features
Wesley at 300 4

The Ministry of Presence 6

The Violence Among Us 9

Haitian Orphans Inspire Student Filmmaker 13

A Dissident Daughter’s Encounter 
with the Holy 14

A Prophetic Voice Moves Ministry 
Beyond the Pulpit 17

Sally Bates: Divinity School Chaplain 20

Distraction Disarms Devils’ Opponents 22

24 Departments
Letters 2

News Makers 3

Bookmark 23

Shelf Life 24

Gifts 26

Faculty & Staff Notes 28

Comings & Goings 31

Class Notes 32

Coming Events 35

Ministry at Large 36

End Quotes 37

4

9

20
EDITOR
Elisabeth Stagg
Associate Director of Communications

CONSULTING EDITORS
Wesley F. Brown D’76
Associate Dean for External Relations

David W. Reid
Director of Communications

CONTRIBUTORS
Julie Anderson D’98
Director of the Annual Fund

Reed Criswell D’87
Publications Coordinator

Deirdre Gordon
Director of Continuing Education Programs

Bob Wells
Associate Director of Communications

PUBLISHER
L. Gregory Jones D’85, G’88
Dean & Professor of Theology 

Copyright © 2003 Duke Divinity School. All rights reserved.

Production: Duke University Publications Group

Design: Paul Figuerado

Divinity magazine is published three times during the academic
year–fall, winter and spring–for alumni and friends of Duke 
Divinity School.

CONTENTS

Front Cover: John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, is the central 
figure on the tympanum above the doors of Duke Chapel. This year
marks the 300th anniversary of his birth. Photo by Les Todd.

Back Cover: Cape Point, the southern tip of the Cape of Good Hope,
appears out of the mist hundreds of feet above the sea, near the meeting
point of the Atlantic and Indian oceans. Photo by Clay Musser. 

S P R I N G 2 0 0 3  •  V O L U M E T W O •  N U M B E R T H R E E

NATIONAL COUNCIL DIVINITY SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUKE UNIVERSITY 2002-2003

Frank Stith T’63, D’66 Greensboro, N.C.  President 
Ashley C. Stanley T’77, D’80    Fletcher, N.C.       President-Elect
Javier Viera D’96 Mamaroneck, N.Y. Secretary
Kevin Armstrong D’85 Indianapolis, Ind.
Sheila Cumbest D’90 Jackson, Miss.
Ralph Eanes D’65 Thomasville, N.C.
Regina Henderson D’97 Raleigh, N.C.
M. J. Kim D’65 Alexandria, Va.
Bill Lamar D’99 Orlando, Fla.
David McEntire D’81 West Palm Beach, Fla.
Joe Mitchell D’53, G’62 Durham, N.C.
Tom Pietila D’77 Florence, S.C.
Angela Pleasants D’99 Wingate, N.C.
Eric Porterfield D’94, D’96 Sanford, N.C.
Scott Rimer D’93 Portsmouth, Va.
Dave Kirkland D’90 Falls Church, Va. ex officio
Leslie M. Marsicano T’78, D’81 Charlotte, N.C.  ex officio
Wes Brown D’76 Durham, N.C. ex officio
(2002-03 Council was elected 10/14/02—will serve through 10/03)



2 Letters

LETTERS
Taking Issue with End Quotes

I enjoyed reading through the Winter 2003 edition of
Divinity and was ready to put it away until I read the last
“End Quote” (Post 9-11). Stanley Hauerwas’ observation
is interesting and probably true that Americans are
unwilling to accept the idea that we can die as victims,
but instead must be touted as heroes when we do. But
that is because we are not accustomed to being the under-
dog and need some time to adjust to this undeniably trag-
ic loss of life. And I wonder why Professor Hauerwas
finds it necessary to attribute turning these deaths into
martyrdom to a sinister motive on the part of a war-mon-
gering government – “something done for war-policy 
reasons,” he says.

Our news media is not yet the handmaiden of the gov-
ernment and they are the ones who report current events
to the public, along with the commentary. They are aware
that to effectively market their product to the public you
need portrayals of heroism, sensation, and celebrity status
to get attention.

I am troubled by Professor Hauerwas’ statement that
this “current heroization of the people who died” is a
scheme of our government to fuel the desire for revenge.
The desire for revenge lurks in the heart of us all and has
been exploited most clearly in the teachings and practice
of militant Islam. My biggest concern now is with those
in our country who still do not realize that we are being
confronted with people who are dead (literally) serious
about doing us in. And they have honed the sword of
revenge into a deadly weapon. So, to accuse a man of the
character and integrity of our president of the same
motive, I don’t like it at all either. 

Phillip A. Lomax T’57
Athens, Ga.

Retirees’ Vital Role 
The 2003 winter Divinity … is a most thought pro-

voking issue, and I appreciated particularly the article,
“Friendship, It’s Okay to Go There.” When I read the part
about clergy saying that among the things that they want-
ed was mentoring, it struck a chord with me…. I have
recognized the need for some time. Over the years, I have
served in this role to Methodist College graduates who

have entered the ministry. Actually, it is more than men-
toring; it is a “friendship of the heart” as Dick Meyer of
the One Anothering Institute in Omaha, Neb., calls it. At
the current time, every Sunday morning at 7 a.m., I send
an e-mail of encouragement and affirmation to 10 minis-
ters. The recipients range from the chief of chaplains at
Kirkland Air Force Base in New Mexico to ministers who
are still working on their elders’ orders. The e-mails are
in addition to the letters and telephone calls to a more
inclusive number. I have called to Bishop (Marion)
Edwards’ attention that this could be a vital role for
retired ministers. Many feel “put out to pasture” with
their 40 years of ministry not benefiting the younger min-
isters. This is special to me because, as a young minister,
I had a “friendship of the heart,” and it kept me focused,
encouraged and stimulated.

I hope that the (Pulpit & Pew) Colloquium on
Excellence in Ministry will not overlook the role that
retired ministers can play when they consider the “place 
of friendship in ministry.”

Bill Lowdermilk D’58
Fayetteville, N.C.

Clergy Care
I have recently been working with the West Ohio

Conference leadership on development of a Retreat &
Learning Center, including a clergy care services division
and a comprehensive employee assistance program. I
shared the “Which Way to Clergy Health?” article from
the fall issue of Divinity … and it stimulated intense
interest. In fact, our conference treasurer and the insur-
ance board want to send copies to around 2,500-3,000
conference clergy and lay leaders. Thank you for this 
fine publication.

Rev. Keith R. Vesper D’78, D’82
Columbus, Ohio

Share Your Feedback
WRITE TO: Editor, Divinity Magazine

Duke Divinity School
Box 90966, Durham, NC 27708-0966

E-MAIL: estagg@div.duke.edu
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Warm and friendly – as well as young and white in a
community populated mostly by blacks – Percy Strickland
T’98, D’99 and his wife, Angie, were a curiosity to kids
on their block.

When the children stopped by to visit, the Stricklands
talked to them and invited them in to play checkers and
chess and Nintendo. They even threw parties for them 
on holidays.

After a Valentine’s Day party last year, the Stricklands
decided they could do more to help the children than sim-
ply offering fun and games. The Stricklands wondered
aloud if any of the kids would be interested in a little tutor-
ing. We’ll start Monday after school, the Stricklands said,
having absolutely no idea how many – if any – kids would
actually show up to do homework at their kitchen table.

Percy, 27, is a campus minister working with
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at the University of
Richmond; Angie, 26, is a first-year medical student at
Virginia Commonwealth University’s Medical College of
Virginia. They met at Duke University, where both earned
their undergraduate degrees and Percy earned an M.T.S. at
the Divinity School. They have no children of their own.

When the Stricklands arrived home that Monday 
afternoon, their porch was full of kids waiting for them. 

The Stricklands were, at once, gratified and over-
whelmed. They determined they couldn’t adequately offer
assistance to all of the kids who wanted it, so they started
inviting their friends from MCV and UR and their
church, Third Presbyterian, to help as tutors. The result is
an intriguing mix of professionals, academic high-achievers
and children eager to learn.

A year later, the grass-roots operation even has a name
– CHAT, short for Church Hill Activities and Tutoring –
and a wider purpose: to serve as an example to others.

There are upward of 30 children in the program, with
15 or 20 coming on any given day. The Stricklands would
like to take in more kids, but there isn’t sufficient space.
Their primary goal is to encourage others to open their
homes for such programs. 

Their efforts already have encouraged Tina Johnson,
a neighbor with five children. Johnson has seen how the

Stricklands’ home has become a safe gathering spot for
neighborhood children, and she is now trying to drum up
interest in opening a community center that would be
staffed by volunteers. 

Marquetta Vaughan, an 8-year-old second-grader
whose favorite subjects are math and science, said she
likes visiting the Stricklands . . . “because it’s a great
place to help us learn. This is helping us.” 

It seems the Stricklands and their friends have taught
the kids a lot. 

And vice versa.

“We’ve probably gotten more from the kids than we
could ever hope to give them,” Angie said. “They teach us
a lot about community and soul and spirit and survival.” 

“Learning Place” originally appeared in the Sunday,
March 2, 2003, edition of the Richmond Times-Dispatch
and is excerpted here with permission.

NEWS MAKERS
Learning Place: One House of Enlightenment
Draws Eager Kids
By Bill Lohmann

Percy and Angie Strickland on their front porch with neighborhood children.
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4 News

Wesley at 300
Controversy and Consensus
By David W. Reid

Six pairs of scholars 
will face off at Duke 
June 27–29 to debate 
and discuss Wesley's legacy
for the 21st century 

Richard P. Heitzenrater prob-
ably knows more about the
founder of the Methodist move-
ment than anyone in the world.
Maybe that’s why he is celebrating John Wesley’s 300th
birthday at least 17 times this year.

There are Wesley tercentenary events in Manchester,
England; Oxford, England; and Llandudno, Wales.

Lectures, conferences and courses
on Wesley will take place in
Atlanta, Buffalo, Dallas, Toronto
and points in between.
Heitzenrater, the William
Kellon Quick Professor of
Church History and Wesley
Studies at Duke Divinity
School, has been invited 

to participate in all of them.

In addition, he has organized a unique event at Duke
for June 27-29.

The Duke event will feature six pairs of scholars 
facing off for debate and discussion on Wesley-related
issues that are of concern in the life of the contemporary
church. Divinity school faculty will serve as moderators
and Heitzenrater will deliver the opening address.

“Instead of offering the typical academic papers, 
sessions will consist of two leaders with differing opin-
ions hashing out points of controversy in their fields of
expertise, looking for areas of consensus, and then
responding to questions from the audience,” said
Heitzenrater. “The focus will be on issues that are of
concern in the life of the church today and the ways in
which our Wesleyan heritage can help the church meet
the challenges of the 21st century.”

Topics include Wesley’s views on sacraments,
Scripture, music, ethics, women in the church, and 
theology. Among the featured speakers, Theodore W.
Jennings Jr., a liberation ethicist from Chicago Theological
Seminary, will converse with Amy G. Oden, a historian
from Wesley Theological Seminary with a more tradi-
tional view of theology. Kenneth J. Collins of Asbury
Theological Seminary and Randy L. Maddox of Seattle
Pacific University will continue the discussion they have
carried on for years regarding Wesley’s sources of
thought and action.

The conference will coincide with an exhibition of
rare books and manuscripts in the Baker Room of the
Divinity School Library from June 2 to July 11. The
“Wesley in America” exhibition debuted at Perkins
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University
and later will stop at Drew University. Heitzenrater 
and Peter S. Forsaith of Brooks University of Oxford,
England, curated the show.

Heitzenrater has been investigating Wesley since
1968, when Duke Divinity School Professor Frank
Baker suggested he try to decipher Wesley’s diaries. 
A meticulous and fastidious Oxford don, Wesley devel-
oped a form of code or cipher that grew ever more 
cryptic as a way to keep secret the most personal entries.

Here was the opportunity to uncover the stories
behind Wesley’s romantic involvement with 18-year-old
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Sophy Hopkey, his amateur attempts 
to cure medical maladies, and the leg-
endary disputes with his own follow-
ers. Heitzenrater was immediately
taken with the task and worked
until 4 a.m. that first night. 

Now, 35 years later, Heitzenrater
estimates that he has transliterated
99.6 percent of Wesley’s diaries.

He doubts that the small portion he
continues to puzzle over will ever yield its secrets.

“I think that if Wesley came back and looked at the
diaries, even he wouldn’t be able to figure some of it
out,” said Heitzenrater.

One mystery entailed six rows of numbers that ran
across the bottom of several diary pages under strange
headings assumed to be abbreviations of students’
names. When Heitzenrater tied the notations to
Wesley’s laundress, he realized that the headings
referred to articles of clothing and the numbers indicat-
ed how many of each he had sent out for cleaning –
Wesley was making sure that all of his laundry was
being returned. 

Heitzenrater’s study of Wesley blossomed during the
years he spent working with two of the major Wesley
scholars of the 20th century – Frank Baker of Duke, 
and Albert Outler, who spent the majority of his career
at Southern Methodist University with briefer stays at
Yale University and Duke.

“The two of them are really responsible for the
Wesley Works Project,” said Heitzenrater, who now
directs the project. But their different approaches led 
to bitter disputes.

“Unfortunately, Albert lost some battles early in the
game and moved off to the side of the leadership team,”
said Heitzenrater. “He was more a modernist and want-
ed to see Wesley’s theology tied to the life of the church.
Frank Baker was an antiquarian historian who wanted to
see what Wesley looked like in his own day. Even on
matters such as punctuation of texts in the Works, there
were differences of opinion. I got caught in the middle
when there were knockdown battles.”

Their differences began in 1960 when Outler pub-
lished a volume of Wesley’s writings with little reflec-
tion and critique from colleagues prior to publication.

When Baker saw the book, he wrote Outler a letter.
“As I recall,” said Heitzenrater, “it was eight pages, single
spaced, explaining all the mistakes that Albert had made.”

Heitzenrater, who was not fully swayed by either
man’s methods, has pursued a balanced approach to
scholarship because “that’s the Wesleyan-Anglican tradi-
tional way.”

Wesleyan studies is a narrow field, and Heitzenrater
has, in fact, worked within that reality. In a decade at
Duke, he has mentored only one doctoral student who
positioned himself specifically as a Wesleyan scholar.
Because of a paucity of positions in the field,
Heitzenrater has counseled others to do a dissertation 

or special study on Wesley, but to train 
as a theologian, ethicist,
patristic scholar, or
almost anything else.

What’s left to accom-
plish for the leading
Wesleyan scholar of his
time? For one thing,
Heitzenrater is using his
Luce Foundation fellowship
to work on a book of

Wesley’s utterances, such as “I felt my heart strangely
warmed” and “The world is my parish.”

The latter phrase is widely interpreted as a call to global
evangelism. However, Heitzenrater posits that Wesley was
laying out the justification for preaching in another per-
son’s territory, a concept that broke down established bar-
riers and encouraged revivalist preaching in both England
and the American colonies. Once again, Heitzenrater’s
detective work will help set the record straight.

I think if Wesley came back and
looked at his diaries, even he 
wouldn't be able to figure some 
of it out.
Richard P. Heitzenrater, William Kellon 
Quick Professor of Church History and 
Wesley Studies, who discovered the key 
to Wesley's Oxford diaries 

For more information or to register for Wesley at 300 go to
www.divinity.duke.edu/learningforlife/Events/wesley.htm
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Being There
The Ministry of
Presence
By David W. Reid

If a pastor in a call system wants to move to a new
church, how does she convey to the call committee that
she has “attended to relationships well” in her current
congregation?

In an appointive system, how does a pastor say that 
his “presence was often appreciated” in a formal report
to judicatory officials who are focused on the hard num-
bers of membership, attendance and giving?

And how do you say, “When I do a wedding, I take it
seriously”?

“These are the kinds of qualities of character that are hard
to interpret in a world where we expect people to be their
own press agent,” said Divinity School Dean L. Gregory
Jones. “It’s not to say that great preaching and efficient

administration aren’t also virtues, but we have lost sight of
some of the interpersonal, quiet touches of ministry.”

The small, quiet moments of ministry often result in last-
ing – and sometimes life-changing – impressions, say those
who study and teach the vocation of ministry. While occa-
sions for one-to-one ministry seldom garner headlines,
making the most of such opportunities results in satisfying
ministry for pastor and congregation alike, they say.

“I would think that that is the essence of ministry,” said
Peter Storey, former Methodist bishop of Southern Africa
and the Williams professor of the practice of Christian
ministry at the Divinity School.

“Jesus had a fairly big agenda, which was to save the
whole world and mend the entire universe, and yet time
and again he turns aside to engage with the individual,”
said Storey. “That is our pastoral model. If the savior of
the world – who carried a heavier burden than any of us
will ever have – took time for that, then there is no pastor
who can claim ‘I have no time to do that.’

“Pastors have an obligation to clear time to be with
people in their crises and to get away from the idea that
they are managers of corporations called churches. We
have got to understand that while it’s important to be goal
oriented in terms of reaching targets we set as pastors
and congregations, it’s equally important for us to learn
how to be texture oriented.”

Colin Gray/Photonica
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It is challenging to slow down enough to share the tex-
ture of people’s lives with them, said Storey. “It’s always
difficult to see that value before you do it. But it’s never
difficult to see how valuable it was when you’ve had that
experience – when you have spent five, six or seven
hours beside somebody’s bed in a hospital, simply hold-
ing their hand, not saying much.

“I think the need to talk is a dreadful disease in this
culture,” he said. “Sometimes silence is called for, and
presence is all that people ask. The words spoken are
very few and yet, afterwards, a person will say very 
firmly that what they will never forget is that time that
you gave to them.

“Particularly in times of illness, you move from the
level of being seen and experienced as the person with
the answers to some religious questions – which is how
people see their clergy – to somebody who knows how to
carry somebody else in your heart,” said Storey. “I think
pastoring is being willing to join people in the bearing of
their burdens, to actually bear some of their burdens in
your heart with them.”

Pastors believe that visitation of members is not only
part of good pastoral leadership, but that it can renew
them, said Becky R. McMillan, associate director of the
Pulpit & Pew pastoral leadership project at the Divinity
School. The project recently conducted focus groups on
the topic of ministerial excellence with pastors in
Chicago; Austin, Texas; and Birmingham, Ala.

“One of the things that I think is hidden is the knowl-
edge and inspiration that can be gained from pastoral 
visits to members of the congregation,” said one Chicago-
area AME Zion pastor. “That has been a wonderful 
experience for me.”

Parishioners also view ministry in the quiet moments
as one of the major activities of their pastors. From a ran-
dom national sample of church attendees, “visiting,
counseling, and helping people” ranked as one of the top
three roles worshippers said their pastoral leaders are
engaged in, said McMillan. This activity ranked behind
only “teaching people about their faith” and “conducting
worship or administering the sacraments.” 

Despite the importance placed on personal visitation by
pastoral leaders and parishioners, pastors reported spend-
ing on average five hours per week on pastoral visits –
visiting members, the sick, and shut-ins – in the National
Clergy Survey conducted by Pulpit & Pew in 2001.

“Five hours a week on visitation seems extraordinarily
low, not only in absolute terms, but relative to how pas-

tors spent their time in the past,” said McMillan. “Fifty
years ago, pastors reported spending on average 13 hours
visiting members and the sick. That is two and a half times
the average number of hours present-day pastors report.”

Demographic shifts provide some of the explanation,
she said. With the rise in two-earner families, members
have less time for pastors to come visit them.

Still, creative pastors find ways around such obsta-
cles. One Birmingham-area Baptist minister said, “One
thing that I have learned that nourishes and strengthens
me is visiting people in their workplaces. It allows me
to be a good pastoral leader and a better person in their
lives to know what they confront and what confronts
them every day.”

Time for visitation often gets squeezed out by the 
pressures pastors face to do other things. A Chicago-area
Baptist minister noted that in the race to do anything to
keep the doors open, ministry to the members of the con-
gregation can get lost.

“We hear that the church is dying,” she said, “and a lot
of churches have gone so far in doing ministry in the
community that very little time is taken to minister to the
people…in the congregation.”

Demands on pastors’ time come from all directions. 
In answer to the question “What, if anything, at the
denominational level gets in the way of good pastoral
leadership?” one Chicago-area Presbyterian pastor
responded: “Expectations about time commitments (from
the denomination). Part of that is my own inability to say
‘no’ to things, but I feel sometimes overwhelmed by the
amount of stuff I’m expected to do beyond redevelop a
church, which is itself a full-time job.”

Setting the right expectations for pastors is crucial to
ensuring that quiet-moment ministry occurs, said Dean
Jones, who participates in Pulpit & Pew’s Core Seminar
and in the project’s Theological Colloquium.

Despite the importance of pastoral
visits … pastors reported spending
on average five hours per week 
visiting church members, the sick,
and shut-ins … 



8 News

“I think we’ve got to do a better job of articulating
what a pastor’s vocation is,” said Jones. “What tasks
ought to be taken on by the laity or by other paid staff.

“You hear people talk over and over again about what
they want in a pastor. Besides a good preacher,” said
Jones, “they want someone who can be present and offer
wisdom at crucial times – marrying and dying.”

But congregations impose structures on pastors’ time
and make all accountability external, he said.

“How do you help lay people who haven’t experi-
enced an intensive care waiting room know what it is
like to have the pastor there for five hours?” asked
Jones. “ We need to have what I would characterize as 
a kind of cruciform accountability – our accountability
ought to be faithfulness to Christ in the pattern of the
cross and the resurrection, not accountability measured
by standards of efficiency.”

A capacity for lingering has been identified by mem-
bers of the Theological Colloquium as a mark of excel-
lent ministry.

“When people linger with each other we tend to go
deeper,” said Jones. “There are some conversations you
just can’t open up in a 30-minute time frame.”

Jones likened this to the kind of relationship his family
had with their pediatrician in Baltimore.

“Before he took us on, he interviewed us,” said Jones.
The physician wanted to know if these were the kind of
parents he wanted to work with, and he believed that
being a good pediatrician required that he not be
restrained by measures of efficiency.

The ministry of presence requires time, said Storey,
who believes that such qualities can be measured quali-
tatively. Instead of “counting buns on pews,” district
superintendents need also to spend time with the congre-
gation “to discover whether there are people who have
experienced deep healing because they had a pastor who
listened as well as organized.”

Storey said he had an associate pastor who appeared
to be a failure by all quantitative measures. He was a
poor preacher with a quiet, non-dynamic personality.
But he loved to visit in people’s homes and people have
never forgotten him because of the time he spent listen-
ing to them.

The Rev. Kyle Childress, a Theological Colloquium
member from Nacogdoches, Texas, said there are cultur-
al norms that keep most pastors from slowing down
enough to talk with members of their congregation.

“If you’re busy, you’re important,” he said. “If you sit
down with somebody on their front porch, sitting and
drinking iced tea, a lot of people think you don’t have
anything better to do.

“I’m not punching a clock. I’m cultivating Christians
and building the body of Christ,” he said. “Some people
take an hour and a half and a glass of iced tea on the
front porch. One day you wake up and find maybe you
don’t know if it helped those people or not, but maybe
you’ve become a Christian yourself.”

(The editors of Divinity want to know about the quiet
moments of ministry you have experienced. If we receive
enough feedback, we will print a sample of comments.)

Pastors’ accountability ought to be
faithfulness to Christ in the pattern
of the cross and the resurrection,
not accountability measured 
by standards of efficiency.
L. Gregory Jones, dean & professor of theology

The need to talk is a dreadful 
disease. … Sometimes silence 
is called for, and presence is all 
that people ask.
Peter Storey, Williams professor of the practice of ministry
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Les Todd

The Violence Among Us:

Offering Sanctuary 
to Survivors
By Elisabeth Stagg

As Christians pray for peace in war-torn Iraq and
other parts of the world, Meredith Jones D’00 has a
reminder: violence happens at home – even in Christian
homes.

“Pastors anticipate that they will have to talk with
their congregations about war,” said Jones, who is faith
outreach coordinator for Durham Crisis Response
Center (DCRC*). “I challenge them to talk about the
sexual and domestic violence that affects lives around
them on a daily basis.”

With a $50,000 grant from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services Office of Community
Affairs – one of six in the nation and the only one that
involves a divinity school – Jones is raising clergy
awareness about domestic and sexual violence. 

“Offering Sanctuary: Understanding the Church 
as a Safe and Healing Place for Survivors of
Sexual/Domestic Violence” is a daylong workshop Jones
designed for clergy and churches in Durham County.
The curriculum, she hopes, will eventually serve as 
a national model for increasing the church’s awareness
of domestic/sexual violence.

“As the only seminary offering this training to all
divinity students, Duke has an opportunity to be a leader
in the field,” said Jones. In addition to offering a work-
shop for graduating seniors this spring, Jones will train
all students before they begin summer field education
placements.

By February 2004, she would like to see a 25 percent
increase in referrals from faith communities to DCRC,
which operates an emergency shelter and provides 

* Formerly Rape Crisis of Durham and Arise: The Durham

� Meredith Jones D’00, Durham Crisis Response Center’s faith outreach coordinator, and Amy Thompson D’03,
who has served as an intern with the agency, make plans for the clergy workshop Offering Sanctuary.
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counseling and other support services to victims of
domestic and sexual violence. Although Durham has 
a large number of clergy and congregants and a high
incidence of reported domestic violence, fewer than 
1 percent of the agency’s clients are referred by clergy 
or a faith-based group.

Nearly 40 percent of the 200 women and children who
typically spend time in the Durham shelter during any
given year identify themselves as women of faith and ask
for pastoral care during their stay. In response, all DCRC
staff are being trained to identify and respond to clients’
religious issues and needs. Volunteers will be trained to
offer on-going pastoral care to residents of the shelter. 

Durham’s domestic and sexual violence is not unique.
Nor is the possibility of a deadly outcome. According 
to the Web site of the N.C. Council Against Domestic
Violence, 53 North Carolina women were killed by
domestic violence between Jan. 13 and Oct. 15, 2002.  

A Human Issue
“I don’t feel domestic violence is a women’s issue,”

said Jones, whose interest in the field began with a high
school reading assignment. “It’s a human issue.” 

A religion major at Wake Forest University, Jones was
a founder of the Women’s Issues Network, which spon-
sored programs on diverse topics including childbirth
options, date rape, and automotive repair. When friends
found it hard to reconcile her feminism with Christianity,
Jones was baffled. “It made sense to me,” she said. 
“I didn’t understand why it didn’t to everyone else.” 

A professor of religion at Wake Forest helped her put
it in perspective when he told her she’d most likely deal
with this question all her life. “That gave me the faith to
continue,” she said. “I knew then that I was going to be
working with Christianity and women’s rights.” A semi-
nary transfer student from Princeton, Jones earned her
master of divinity degree in 2000. Her first job was at
Rape Crisis of Durham, where she provided support
advocacy for women and men who had experienced 
sexual violence.  

Midway through a 10-week support group, Jones
learned that five of the women, each of whom had been
sexually abused by relatives as children, wanted to talk
about faith. Although they came from different mainline
denominations – including Baptist, Episcopal and
Catholic – Jones discovered a surprising similarity 
in their theological responses to the abuse. 

“They all felt that they were going to hell because 
of it,” she said. “I had read about this kind of guilt
response, but I had never really had it articulated so
clearly and intensely. I couldn’t believe that it was 
coming from women who were not from fundamentalist
backgrounds. Why did they feel they would be held
accountable forever for something that was perpetrated
on them? I was speechless.”

Most of the women, who ranged from early 20s to
middle age, were trying to process their childhood abuse
in therapy. Each had continued to worship and felt a deep
sense of God’s presence, but most felt reluctant to talk
about the abuse with a pastor. 

Their reasons included fears they would not be believed
or would be blamed, lack of trust that their confidence
would be maintained, and the absence of an invitation to
share a history of abuse. “If a pastor hasn’t extended an
invitation by making clear that he or she is a safe person

Artwork by survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse.
The collage on the right says,
“I will think in gold and
dream in silver.”
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to talk with, most people aren’t going to take that risk,”
said Jones. 

Her work with this group of survivors – who have
agreed to share their stories and artwork through her
workshops – makes clear that no faith group is immune
to sexual/domestic violence. 

The public scandal surrounding sexual abuse by priests
vilified the Catholic Church, leaving some convinced
that the behavior was an aberration linked to celibacy 
or homosexuality. This logic is wrong on several counts,
says Jones. 

“First, this isn’t so much about sex as about power and
control. Many priests would deny that they had violated
their vows of celibacy because they do not understand
this behavior as a sex act,” said Jones. “Second, the reali-
ty is that most people who sexually abuse children are
married and have children of their own.” In 1998, the
Journal of the American Medical Association reported 
a study in which 98 percent of males who raped boys
described themselves as heterosexual. 

“Also, this is happening outside the Catholic Church,”
said Jones. “I’ve worked with three women who were
sexually abused by someone in their church, and none
were Catholic.”

Dealing with victims’ sense of guilt and shame and
how those responses intersect with their faith is critical 
to healing, said Jones. In several cases, the abuser was
greatly respected and admired within the church. 

“I couldn’t tell anyone until after he died,” said one
young woman, who was abused as a child by her grand-
father. “He was so liked in the church. Everyone said
what a wonderful person he was. I knew they wouldn’t
believe me.”

Forgiveness is not Forgetting
The tendency to make forgiveness synonymous with

“just forget it” is a problem for many in the church, said
Jones. “Forgiveness is not forgetting. It’s the last step in a
healing process. It comes when there is a sense of justice.”

Even when pastors put forth an invitation, ministry
with those suffering domestic violence “can be incredibly
frustrating” said Jones. On average, women return to
abusive relationships seven times before finally ending
them. The reasons are varied and complex, but include
economic and emotional dependence; isolation from
family, friends or other support; and the knowledge that
women are usually at greatest risk after leaving an abuser. 

From Theory to Action
When a local United Methodist pastor called Jones

recently, the Offering Sanctuary training moved rapidly
from theory into action.

The pastor, who attended Jones’ workshop at Duke
Divinity School, was talking with a woman in her con-
gregation whose husband had become abusive. 

“When she walked in and said, ‘I can’t go home
tonight’ I knew what she was telling me,” said the pastor,
who asked not to be identified to protect the privacy of
those involved. “I knew enough not to suggest that she
and her husband come in so we could all talk about their
differences. As I was thinking ‘who do I call’, Meredith’s
face came to me.” 

When the pastor offered to contact Jones, the woman
agreed. Within hours, she and her children had a safe
place to spend the night, and she had begun the process
of seeking a restraining order against her husband. 

“She made the decision to seek a protective order and
feels good about that,” said the pastor. “She felt strong
support within the church without other people even
knowing. Because the woman’s husband is also a mem-
ber of the congregation, the senior pastor communicated
with him.

“I feel a strong call from God to make the church
aware of the reality of sexual and domestic abuse,” she
said. “Too many folks tell me it can’t happen in the
church. And I say, ‘yes, it can.’ In our congregation of
around 400 people I think eight have come forward and
told me that they have experienced abuse at some point
in their lives, and every story is different. I think the best
way to change attitudes is to keep saying, ‘It happens.’
I just wish more clergy could take this workshop.”

According to the Rev. Mary Jane Wilson-Parsons, 
who is coordinator of sexual ethics concerns for the N.C.
Conference of the UMC, pastors must be especially clear
about boundaries when dealing with domestic abuse.
While as a pastor you may feel rage at the abuser and
fear for the victim and her children’s safety, it’s critical to
keep your own feelings in check, she said. “It’s okay to
verbalize your anger and concern, but don’t let it become
the focus. 

“Taking a victim into one’s home, for instance, breaks
appropriate boundaries and can endanger both the pastor
and victim. The Good Samaritan made provisions for the
stranger’s care, but not in his own home.”
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How to Help
BE PREPARED

� Learn all that you can about domestic and sexual violence, including all available resources.

� Create a Sexual/Domestic Assault Response Team in your congregation. Laity can be trained as an advocate for
the victim; a communicator for the abuser; liaison for the congregation; and an advocate for children. This helps
keep a pastor from taking on the entire situation and helps minimize the chance of the congregation “taking sides.”

� Make your church a safe place to talk about domestic/sexual violence. Place age-appropriate materials about 
preventing/reporting abuse throughout the church. Preach and pray about domestic/sexual violence. 

� Offer age-appropriate programs to children, teens, and adults on an on-going basis. Don’t assume that once 
is enough.

� Post a family covenant of non-violence and encourage parishioners to enter this covenant with their 
loved ones. For a sample, contact the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America, 4800 Wedgewood Dr.,
Charlotte, N.C. 28210.

CRISIS INTERVENTION
� Make certain that the victim is safe. If not, call 911 for help. 

� If a safe haven is needed, find a secure location. Never take a victim into your own home or try to intervene 
with the abuser. 

� Believe what you are being told. It takes great courage for victims to talk about their abuse. Never respond, 
“If what you’re saying is true . . .” Only 2 percent of reports of sexual or other violence are false, about 
the same percentage as for all crimes. 

� Do not try to “take charge”; the victim needs the opportunity to make his/her own informed choices. 

RESOURCES
� 1-800-656-HOPE (4673) – The National Sexual Assault Hotline is free, confidential and available 24/7.

� Contact Meredith Jones, faith outreach coordinator, Durham Crisis Response Center, (919) 403-9425, ext. 234 
or e-mail mjones@durhamresponse.org about the Offering Sanctuary workshop.

Books
Sexual Assault & Abuse: A Handbook for Clergy and Religious Professionals

Mary D. Pellauer, Barbara Chester & Jane A. Boyajian, eds.

Violence Against Women and Children: A Christian Theological Sourcebook
Carol J. Adams & Marie Fortune, eds.

Telling the Truth: Preaching about Sexual and Domestic Violence
John S. McClure & Nancy J. Ramsay, eds.

Web Sites
The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV): www.ncadv.org

North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence: www.nccadv.org

Rape Abuse & Incest National Network: www.rainn.org



13

The images of a Haitian orphanage have left an indeli-
ble mark on the heart of Andrew Parker D’03. As he
photographed the children there, he was struck by the
dirt, the heat and the stench. 

“I was totally uncomfortable,” he said, “but it was
where they sleep and live. … I was worried that I would
forget about Haiti when I got back to my easy life here.
What does it mean to remember, to be one body, one
church?”

These questions led Parker to create a documentary
film using his photographs. As a student in an inter-
disciplinary course for medical and divinity
students taught by Drs. Keith
Meador and David Walmer,
Parker had the
opportunity
to travel
to Haiti
during
spring
break of
2001. He
worked there
with Family
Health Ministries,

a Durham-based
non-profit organization

founded by Dr. Walmer to partner with Haitian commu-
nities to provide health care and educational and agricul-
tural development. 

This intersection of health and ministry was especially
important to Parker, who plans to attend medical school
at UNC-Chapel Hill next fall. 

“I knew Duke was where I needed to be because of
the strong relationship between divinity and medicine,”
Parker said. “If I was going to decide to do medicine
and ministry, I knew I could get into it here.”

Parker, a Georgia native and a graduate of UNC-
Asheville, volunteered to take photographs for the Haiti
trip. When he returned with more than 1,000 color photo-
graphs, he decided to develop them into a 15- to 30-
minute documentary film to help promote Family Health
Ministries. What started as a two- or three-week independ-

ent studies project grew into a year-long effort that includ-
ed another trip to Haiti in January to gather more footage. 

Parker said that creating the film has been a long, dif-
ficult, and frustrating process as he’s learned to
use video equipment, computer software,
and editing techniques. 

“I keep wanting this
to be done, but
God’s

got me in
for the long

haul,” Parker said. “In the
process, I’ve built relationships in

Haiti, and I don’t feel like I can just get it
done (quickly).”

The film, which Parker hopes to complete by mid-
June, will feature several Family Health Ministries pro-
grams, including nutritional development, cervical can-
cer prevention, educational opportunities, a church’s
health center, and a proposal for a new orphanage. 

“I was blown away by what
Family Health Ministries is
doing,” he said. “They’re build-
ing real relationships and friend-
ships in Haiti. ... That’s a fantas-
tic way to do medical missions.”

For more information on
Family Health Ministries or to
obtain a copy of the finished
video, visit the Web site at
www.familyhm.org/.

Lisa Schubert D’05 has a B.A. in journalism from
Indiana University and enjoys writing freelance articles.

Haitian Orphans Inspire Student Filmmaker
By Lisa Schubert
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Charting the Movement of the Spirit: 

A Dissident
Daughter’s
Encounter
with the Holy
By Reed Criswell

Teresa Berger’s journey from her native Germany to
her position as associate professor of ecumenical theolo-
gy at Duke Divinity School has followed the unexpected
promptings of the Spirit. 

After completing her doctoral work in theology at
Ruprecht Karl University in Heidelberg, Germany, in
1984, she planned to do additional post-doctoral
research with Geoffrey Wainwright at Union Theological
in New York City. 

Not long before leaving for her first trip to America,
she received a letter from Wainwright explaining that he
had just accepted a position at Duke Divinity School in
Durham, N.C. Her map did not list Durham, and North
Carolina seemed as remote as the Australian Outback. 

She decided that she could endure anything for the
nine months of an academic term and came to Durham
in time for the fall semester of 1984. 

She has stayed for nearly 20 years.

Even on short acquaintance, Berger displays a certain
adventurousness in manner, a willingness to take a new
direction, that is fairly uncommon in scholars of theolo-
gy. It is a quality that is not lost on her students. 

“Teresa is always challenging her students to see
things differently,” said Pam Allen Morin D’89, who
works as field coordinator for Wesley Nurse Health
Ministries in Corpus Christie, Texas, and has stayed in
touch with Berger. “She likes to get to the heart of what
a student believes and confront him or her with a com-
pletely different and viable point of view.” 

Berger’s title as associate professor of ecumenical the-
ology is as accidental as her initial journey to Durham.
Dennis Campbell, the dean at the time, asked her to stay
as a visiting instructor at the Divinity School after her
year of research. Since she was a Roman Catholic with
degrees from Anglican, Lutheran and Catholic institu-
tions, and was teaching in a United Methodist seminary,
they came up with the title to serve the single year that
Berger planned to spend at Duke. 
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� Teresa Berger

Jim Wallace



Her teaching and research interests have changed over
the years, but her title has remained. Though ecumenical
theology does not begin to cover the breadth of her sub-
sequent scholarship, the title functions in an interesting
way. Because she receives questions as an expert, Berger
is forced to think of whatever she is researching in terms
of ecumenism at some point or other. That constant ques-
tioning has changed her vision of ecumenism. The old
idea of a truly ecumenical church was focused on repair-
ing the divisions between denominations. As Berger’s
theology has matured, however, she has found that there
are divisions in the church other than denominational
fragmentation. The most obvious dealt with in her work
is gender division, but she was not here long before she
encountered racial division as well. 

In a seminar for local pastors in a rural community,
Berger laid out what was then a grand scheme for
denominational reconciliation. At the end of her presenta-
tion, a distinguished looking Methodist minister stood
and began his comments by complimenting her
(something she says is peculiarly American). 

He then explained that as the pastor of a small
Methodist parish in North Carolina, he would
have little problem joining in worship with the
Baptists across the street or the Presbyterians
down the road. But if he tried to arrange a com-
mon gathering with the African American
Methodists on the other side of town, there would
be trouble in his congregation.

She began to see that fissures ran through the
church that had nothing to do with denomination-
al affiliations.

One of the methods she uses to discern these
fissures is to look at the way a particular group
expresses its encounter with the Holy through 
ritual or liturgical practices. 

The order and manner in which members of 
a particular group worship, engages the material
reality in which they live, she said. Where and
how a people lives, even the mundane details of
what they eat, influences the ways they worship
God. Without an adequate understanding of that
material reality, theology risks being too alienated
from people’s lives to truly represent their living
of a Christian life.

Berger’s colleague at the Divinity School and long-
time friend, Mary McClintock Fulkerson, said, “she
understands liturgy as ecclesial practice, but insists on
placing ecclesial practice in relation to geopolitics and
material conditions of Christian life.”

Berger assumes that what is considered “traditional”
about Christianity will be centered differently in various
cultural contexts, but she refuses to consider that differ-
ence as inscribing inferiority. She wants to teach her stu-
dents how to negotiate the various centers to achieve a
new center of tradition that includes all the participants.

Instead of talking about the liturgical tradition of the
church, Berger points to markers in the textual evidence
that indicate multiple and contesting traditions. Those
related to women-focused traditions include re-reading
ecclesiastical constraints, beginning in the New
Testament, instructing churches against allowing women
prominent leadership roles, particularly in worship and
liturgical matters. Berger provides an alternative, and
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Teresa Berger as liturgist at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Durham.
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viable, reading that these are constraints that assume that
there was an existing practice of women leading worship.

Writing theology from a feminist perspective opens an
understanding of church tradition, especially as it relates
to liturgy and ritual, that expands what is usually consid-
ered traditional. 

Berger’s theological borders are fluid and flexible,
though they are borders. She finds her limits in everyday
liturgical practices, especially those of women, that look
to “encounter the holy.” She traces the movements of the
Spirit by watching how those the Spirit touches react and
express the import of their meeting. Then Berger works
to understand and become a part of that expression.

Her own geopolitical orientation is rooted in post-
World War II Germany. She grew up in the West
German town of Hanau. She can describe villages only
60 miles to the east split down the middle by what must
have seemed an insurmountable ideological divide
between East and West Germany. Old houses on the
eastern side of the street bricked over the windows that
faced west. 

Her Roman Catholic family provided a comfortable
atmosphere where she learned the lives of the saints from
a book given to her at 6 months by her grandmother. 

Her scholarly bent emerged early – she preferred
studying Latin to the more traditional pursuits for girls
of cooking and sewing and keeping a house.

The scars of World War II persisted through her child-
hood. Many of those scars were literal: the ravaged
faces, missing arms and legs, and buildings, hundreds 
of years old, in ruins. Many of the most profound scars
were more obscure – the silence of the missing, the
absence of a once thriving Jewish community.

Berger’s experience and scholarship have convinced
her that a person’s origins and social status make a dif-
ference in how God is encountered, and how that
encounter is expressed.

Former student and current friend Morin said, “I think
this is why the study of liturgy has always appealed to
her. Liturgy is a creative attempt of a faithful community
to express their experience of God in a collective cele-
bration.”

Her new course in Latin American, Latino, and
Hispanic theologies is a case in point. Called “Beyond
Borders,” it attempts to acculturate future church leaders
at the Divinity School to the particular cultural space
that Latino/a parishioners will carry with them.

The course grew out of Berger’s experience in her
home parish of Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic
Church in Durham. Over the past six years, she has
increasingly moved from the English service of mass to
the Spanish or bi-lingual mass that grew around the bur-
geoning Latino community in the Research Triangle
area and in her church.

In 1991, Catholic universities in Germany,
Switzerland and Austria offered Berger positions. Before
she could accept any of them, however, the Vatican, with
little explanation, refused to grant her the seal of
approval needed for those positions. She spent much 
of the next five years in ecclesial litigation to overturn,
or at least get an explanation of, the denial. The Vatican
court offered her neither.

Though that experience was painful, Berger refuses
“to grant them the power to shape my life into bitter-
ness.” She considers her accidental position at Duke
Divinity the work of the Spirit’s providence.

She is also receiving a measure of vindication. This
year Berger will be awarded the Herbert Haag Prize for
Freedom in the Church to honor her commitment to
issues of justice and equality in Roman Catholic practice.

In the Spring 2002 issue of the Journal of Feminist
Studies in Religion, Berger published a reflection on the
feast day of St. Clare. “Of Clare and Clairol” is an aca-
demic essay that successfully skirts literary boundaries
until it approaches devotional meditation and treats us to
an image that represents Berger’s methodology and the
sense of adventure that theology can produce. 

“I share the faith of Clare: all radiance that is ours
ultimately reflects that uncreated radiance which the
Christian tradition has known as lux perpetua, eternal
light – be it the radiance of sunlight on ancient pines, 
be it luxurious golden hair or the lives of shorn 
women saints.”



A Prophetic Voice
Moves Ministry
Beyond the Pulpit
By Patrick O’Neill 

When he was called to pastor Greenleaf Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Goldsboro, N.C., 10 years
ago, the Rev. William J. Barber II D’89 took one look at
the beautiful new brick sanctuary on North William
Street, and right away he saw a problem. 

His new congregation worshiped God in a palatial set-
ting surrounded by signs of poverty. A public housing
project was located behind the church. A boarded-up gro-

cery store stood across the street. Many of the people 
living near the church were poor. 

Sunday worship was important, Barber told Greenleaf
members, but Jesus was a preacher who spent most of his
time on the streets bringing good news to outcasts. The
congregation Barber was called to shepherd would have
to do likewise.

As long as he could remember, Barber, the son of a
preacher, marveled at the special relationship Jesus main-
tained with victims of oppression. In the Book of Acts,
which chronicles early church life, Barber said, “You
have people sharing and making sure the poor are taken
care of …. The movement of the Spirit becomes more
than just a Sunday morning experience. The Spirit forms
community. And it forms community over and against the
oppressive structure of Rome and whatever other oppres-
sive structures existed.

“And so the people become a distinct people called by
Christ … where they – yes, live lives of piety – but they
also have a deep and passionate social concern for one
another led by the Spirit.”

17
� The Rev. William J. Barber with afterschool children and Monica Evans, afterschool coordinator,

in front of Rebuilding Broken Places.
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Barber knew the Scripture, but he also knew how to
organize – how to make the ancient injunctions come
alive in works of mercy and justice. Before Greenleaf
members could begin the task of ministry, they had to
identify the community’s needs.

In 1995, he and some of the church leaders took a
map of Goldsboro, placed the point of a compass on
Greenleaf Church, and drew a 1.5-mile circle. The goal
then became “to learn everything about the demograph-
ics of the community” within that radius. Their findings
painted a grim picture of life on the north side of this
eastern North Carolina military town. The largely
African-American community had one of the highest
poverty rates in Wayne County; the community was los-
ing jobs at an alarming rate; more than 50 percent of the
children were failing end-of-grade tests; and HIV rates
were among the highest in the city. 

In addition, Barber said, “it seemed that the political
structures were unresponsive to those realities.” The job
of liberation wasn’t going to be easy, Barber said. A
prophetic voice would be needed. 

“Prophets,” Barber said in a recent sermon, “only
arose in the Bible when the priest and king didn’t do
their jobs. They arose to call people back to their person-
al and communal covenant with God. The purpose of the
prophet’s voice is to save us from religious schizophre-
nia, to save us from thinking there is a way to be reli-
gious in a personal sense while we oppress the poor and
the weak in a social sense, to save us from thinking that
religion is merely a performance, a put on, a praise team
and a popularity cult.”

In the years since that retreat much has happened
around Patetown and William streets. In 1997, Greenleaf
Christian invested almost all of the church’s savings to
purchase the abandoned grocery store across the street
for $550,000. The now-renovated building is home to
Rebuilding Broken Places Community Development
Corporation, a nonprofit formed by the church. 

Barber, who serves as chairman of the board, says
Rebuilding Broken Places’ efforts have resulted in more
than $6 million in investments for the local community.
The funds, which include grants and gifts, have been
used to build a 41-unit apartment complex for seniors
and a 16-home development for people with low and
moderate incomes. 

The community center will include a daycare center, a
computer training center, classrooms for adult education
and a drug rehab program. 

The efforts of the Greenleaf community were recog-
nized in February at a celebration to open the new cen-
ter. Gov. Mike Easley praised Greenleaf for making
“great things happen” in Wayne County. 

“The government doesn’t always bring out the best in
people,” Easley said. “We pass laws that you can’t hurt
someone, but there’s no law saying you have to love, to
care, or be generous. That has to come from the heart.” 

Divinity School Professor William C. Turner has
known Barber for more than 20 years. They met when
Barber was an undergraduate at North Carolina Central
University, where he earned a political science degree

Barber is pastor at Greenleaf Christian Church. Jim Walla
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and was student body president. Turner says Barber
wears a “prophetic mantle” that enables him “to go
against the odds and to cut against the grain.

“I’m impressed with his vision for ministry, his insight
into the relationship between theology and politics, his
commitment to social justice, and his ability to motivate
a local congregation. He is a man in my opinion of high-
est integrity and uncommon tenacity and courage.” 

Barber says economic revitalization is important, but
the root causes of oppression, such as racism and clas-
sism, have to be addressed too, and that is best done
with liberation theology. Barber says Martin Luther
King Jr. simply used “traditional Bible belt Southern
Baptist theology and applied it to the social order. He
said, ‘OK, you all say that the Bible says love is the
supreme ethic of the Christian faith, but I want to know
how do you apply that in the boardroom, how do you
apply that in the council room? How does ‘love your
neighbor’ stand over against segregated water fountains
and economic injustice?’ …”

Barber preaches “the gospel of Jesus Christ and salva-
tion for my personal sins, but I also believe that Jesus
Christ wants to save us from those things that oppress 
us in society, that tend to make us less than what God
created us to be.” 

Barber gives credit to his parents for imparting their
values to him. He and his wife, Rebecca McLean
Barber, are now trying to do the same with their five
children: Sharrelle Monique, 18; William III, 11;
Rebekah Eleanor, 9; Benjamin Joe, 6; and Andrew
Willard, 2.

Joanne Browne Jennings and her husband, Willie J.
Jennings, senior associate dean of the Divinity School,
have known Barber for 16 years. Joanne says Barber “is
a courageous soul, partly because of how his dad raised
him. He has some intuitive sense of what it takes to
speak a prophetic word that is often uncomfortable.” 

Willie Jennings says Barber, who once served as exec-
utive director of the N.C. Human Relations Commission
under former Gov. James B. Hunt, “is a very deep
thinker who feels very deeply, especially the wounds and

pains of poor North Carolinians, poor black North
Carolinians. William Barber understands their world and
their plight better than anybody I’ve ever seen. He has a
keen political sense of what’s at stake.” 

Racism remains prevalent in America because people
“have not been tutored in truth,” Barber said. The eco-
nomic disparity in the predominantly African-American
environs of North William Street can be found in any
U.S. city, Barber said. 

“Our pastors need to be retrained,” he said. “If Jesus
said, ‘Preach good news to the poor,’ then every semi-
nary should have a mandatory course in the history of
economics in America. 

“Did you know that 40 acres and a mule was prom-
ised by this government, that it was supposed to be the
payment after slavery? Even Pharaoh sent folk from
Egypt with some money—that’s biblical, that you don’t
just send people out of slavery with no money. 

“I believe that every seminary is failing if we don’t
have a serious course in economic literacy. The majority
of seminaries are not preparing pastors to come out and
deal with the economic and social realities that exist in
our communities, and that’s why we continue to get pas-
tors who won’t preach this stuff. My daddy used to say,
‘You can’t preach what you don’t know.’”  

Being a prophetic voice in Goldsboro “can be quite
lonely,” said Barber. Still, he perseveres. 

“We’ve got to ask God for some new ears so that we
can hear,” he said, “and for some new eyes so we can
see, so that when we come to our million dollar sanctu-
ary we don’t ride past slums, falling down houses, and
act as though we’ve done something great just to get to
church.We’ve got to say, ‘God, help me to see. Help me
to hear.’” 

Patrick O’Neill is a freelance writer based in Garner,
N.C. His most recent article for Divinity was a profile 
of Arnetta Beverly D’92.
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The first time Sally G. Bates D’95, ever stepped into a pulpit and
began to preach, she looked out over the congregation, the words of
her sermon began to flow, and a strange thought burst into her head:

“Wow!” she told herself. “This is like acting.”

Not “acting” in the sense of artifice or pretense, but “acting” as 
in the demanding craft she had loved and practiced from the time she
was a teenager, on through college, graduate school, and a 14-year
career in community arts and theater. Standing in York Chapel that
day back in divinity school, she realized that worship – like the very
best theater – combines story and performance, the visual and the
tactile, intellect and spirit, to convey to others the most profound and
deepest truths. 

“It’s performance, it’s incarnational, and quite frankly, the material
is a whole lot better,” she says. “The church has the best script and the
best props – the bread and the water and wine and oil. I realized the
preacher is a proclaimer, an actor in a very big and very good drama.” 

Today, the former community-theater director and administrator
finds herself cast in the biggest and most demanding role of her
career: chaplain to Duke Divinity School. 

A combination of pastor, teacher and administrator, the post of
divinity school chaplain was created three years ago to direct the
school’s worship life, oversee student spiritual formation groups, and
provide pastoral care to the student body. Bates began as chaplain last
summer, succeeding Carolyn Lucas D’91, who served in the post for
two years. 

“It’s an unbelievably difficult job,” says Willie Jennings, senior
associate dean for academic programs. “Carolyn did an outstanding
job laying the foundation, and now Sally is building on that. She’s
shown she can handle it. Knowing she’s here makes me feel good.”

Lying at the heart of the school’s mission, the position is a state-
ment about the importance of worship, both to the church and to 
seminary education.

“Worship is not just an extracurricular activity,” says Jennings.
“When we created this position, we were saying that worship is 
central to our life as a divinity school. The chaplain is the centerpiece
of our whole program of spiritual formation.”

Sally Bates Takes on a New Role 

Divinity School Chaplain 
By Bob Wells

Jim Wallace
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With the demise of Christendom, seminaries can no
longer assume that students arrive on campus formed and
shaped in the Christian life and well versed in the spiritu-
al disciplines, says Jennings. At the time the position was
created, it was one of only a handful of seminary chap-
laincies in the nation and the only chaplaincy in a univer-
sity-related divinity school. Jennings predicts others will
follow suit.

“My guess is that what we’re doing here will be copied
by several schools,” says Jennings. “We’re not the only
ones to sense a need to form students as persons of prayer.”

As chaplain, Bates says she thinks of herself as a “pastor
to the pastors.” While she makes no pretense that the divin-
ity school is a church, it is a congregation, she insists. 

The biggest part of her job is ordering the school’s
worship life, planning and coordinating as many as six or
more services a week in York Chapel, including morning
prayer, and student- or faculty-led services on Wednesday
and Thursday.

“God is in the details, and there are a lot of details in
planning worship,” she says. “You have to keep track of
the students and the preacher and the liturgist and make
sure the needs of the school’s various worship communi-
ties are being met with integrity. It’s a lot of work, but it’s
a great joy.”

Whether planning worship, coordinating the spiritual
formation groups, or listening to a student vent about the
pressures of divinity school, the chaplain’s job is a lot like
directing a play, says Bates.

“When you’re a director, you don’t act for the actors,”
she says. “Instead, you create an environment where the
actors can act, where they can have the freedom to find
themselves and learn about their roles and how to play
them. It’s the same thing with this. We’re trying to create 
a space where God can be at work in these students’ lives,
a space where burdens can be lifted up, and a space where
students can be given the safety and permission to talk.”

Only seven years out of divinity school, Bates well
remembers the joys and challenges of seminary education.
Conscientious about their work and wanting to excel, Duke
Divinity students live with a lot of stress and pressure, she
says. After the elation of experiencing a call to ministry,
seminary can at times be a wilderness experience.

Bates says many students believe they’re not supposed
to have questions and doubts during their journey through
divinity school. Indeed, some enter seminary believing
their job is to go through the next three years unchanged.

“But after the first semester, they realize the earth is
moving beneath their feet, and it’s a very scary feeling.
As a chaplain, I try to stand with them.”

Grace Hackney, a senior M.Div. student who has
worked closely with the chaplain as an intern in York
Chapel, says Bates clearly understands and appreciates
what it’s like to be a divinity student. She knows what it’s
like to be “bombarded by something you’re struggling to
understand” – the nature of God – and how spiritual
focus and worship can help students address and master
those uncertainties.

To Hackney, Bates’s presence as chaplain helps ensure
that divinity school is not just an intellectual exercise. As
chaplain, Bates helps bridge the gap between “academy”
and “community.”

“It makes all this not just an academic head game,” says
Hackney. “Dean (L. Gregory) Jones is committed to make
the divinity school a place where everything is focused and
ordered around worship. As a result, Duke gives students
the opportunity to have a monastic feel in an academic
setting. It’s through the worship life of the divinity school
that I am able to tackle the academic part.”

Because of the school’s heightened emphasis on worship
and spiritual formation, divinity school for Hackney has
been about much more than the pursuit of a master’s
degree. 

“I think of it more as a gift the church has given us to
immerse ourselves in thinking about God in ways that oth-
ers don’t have the time and the opportunity to do,” she says.

For Bates, the school’s efforts to shape the intellectual
and spiritual life of students come together most vividly
in a very real and specific place and time. It’s at the door
of York Chapel, in the moments before worship. It’s the
place where the academy meets community, where stu-
dents and faculty are transformed into worshippers.

“It’s one of the best moments in my job, just before
chapel,” she says. “I love to see people being gathered,
coming from all the stairwells and the hallways from
throughout the building. Coming to chapel, coming
together in worship.”

It’s like those last few minutes before the curtain goes
up, she says. It’s a time of transition, a moment rich with
anticipation and possibility.

The air is electric. Wonders await. 
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Distraction Disarms Devils’ Opponents
By William E. Pike 

It’s no secret that Duke Divinity School has its share of 
basketball fans, but it might come as a surprise that one of the
most memorable of the so-called Cameron Crazies this past
season was none other than a divinity student. In fact, after
Duke’s home game with arch-rival UNC, Patrick King D’04
was known to fellow fans as “the crazy Speedo guy.”

Several of King’s friends, including fellow student Daniel
Rhodes D’03, came to him the morning before the game with 
an idea: When UNC attempted a free throw, King would create 
a distraction in the stands behind the goal by dancing in a Speedo
swimsuit. An enthusiastic Blue Devils’ fan, King agreed. 

Through no small effort, everyone in the graduate student
section behind the goal agreed to sit quietly during UNC’s sec-
ond free throw of the game. On cue, King stripped off his shirt
and shorts and performed an impromptu dance he later dubbed
“the budding flower.” The spectacle was enough to unnerve
UNC player Jackie Manuel, who missed two freebies in a row.

After an intense burst of attention from both the media and
fans across campus, King’s performance promised to fade into
obscurity – a one-time prank that had worked perfectly. But
during the season’s final home game against Florida State, with just a few moments left, everyone behind the visitors’
goal sat down. As an FSU player came up to take a free throw, King emerged from the stands right behind the basket,
dancing in his Speedo. When the player made the shot, King was forced to try an innovation. He began dancing with 
a stick horse and the rattled player missed his second free throw attempt. King proudly says he’s “now 75 percent from
the line.”

But there’s far more to Patrick King than his legendary exploits at Cameron Indoor Stadium. He is a follower of Christ
known around the school for his powerful, committed Christian personality. A native of Nashville, Tenn., he was born
and raised in the church, immersed from childhood within his family’s Wesleyan and Nazarene roots. He studied business
at Miami University of Ohio, but was led to divinity school by a strong calling to learn more about his faith.

King is still discerning God’s call, but feels certain that what he’s learning now will help him become a better Christian
leader. Gazing out the window of the student lounge at construction of the Divinity School addition, he said, “If I were
going to end up running a bulldozer, I’d still have gone to divinity school.” 

He chose Duke with the help of his pastor, and based his decision upon a desire to attend a school that bridged academia
and the church, without sacrificing either component. “Duke is academically rigorous, but the focus on ministry is not
lost in the process,” he said. 

King is adamant that Jesus reached out to him, to us, in the flesh. “This teaches us that, despite our failings, God still
loves us and wants to be with us,” he said. “This realization frees us to live a life of joy in Christ.” 

Patrick King might look like a Cameron Crazy on the outside, but, on the inside, he’s cheering for God.

William E. Pike, who counts himself as a Blue Devil basketball fan, graduated with his master of divinity degree this
month. He was co-editor of the Divinity School’s student publication, The Between Times.

Patrick King ’04 created a distraction to help the Duke Blue
Devils’ basketball team.
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Heal Thyself 
Spirituality, Medicine, and the
Distortion of Christianity
Joel James Shuman and Keith G. Meador
Oxford University Press, 2003. 174 pages, $25

Reviewed by Brian Volk

Not long ago, I heard several chap-
lains of a major U.S. children’s hospital
speak on “spirituality and medicine.”
After a review of recent scientific
studies linking prayer, faith and phys-
ical health, one of the speakers
gasped, “When I hear such exciting
news, all I can say is: ‘Wow.’” As 
it turned out, he had more to say,
mostly about how clergy now had
objective data supporting their

role in the “health care team.”
While I know this particular Lutheran minister to

be sincere, conscientious and pastorally astute, I still
couldn’t help wondering if faith as “wellness technique”
was really what Luther had in mind while writing his
Commentary on Galatians.

That many North American Christians uncritically
welcome claims that “faith” or “spirituality” might serve
as an efficient cause of wellness is hardly surprising,
given the current cultural soup of theological semilitera-
cy, individualist utilitarianism and anxiety over the fetish
called health. What is surprising is that until now, no
serious book-length theological critique of this phenom-
enon existed. That is why the contribution by Joel
Shuman, a former physical therapist with a Ph.D. in the-
ology, and Keith Meador, a psychiatrist with postgradu-
ate theological training, is so welcome.

Shuman and Meador neither deny the possibility of
miracles nor the validity of intercessory prayer. They
acknowledge that “the health and healing of individual
persons are and always have been significant concerns in
Christianity. Yet these concerns have always been under-
stood to occupy a particular, limited place within the tra-
dition’s larger concern for its members to participate
fully in the entire scope of God’s redemptive work
toward all creation.” Christians, they assert, should eval-
uate truth claims as members of a particular tradition-

shaped community called together by God and shaped
by common stories and practices—a hard sell in con-
temporary North America. Shaped by powerful forces 
of consumerism, individualism and fragmentation within
communities and traditions, both medicine and religion
today are, they show, increasingly understood as means
to a desired set of ends.

The authors describe in various ways how religious
faith and medical practice, often estranged, have reached
a “rapprochement” that is based less in “theological con-
viction than in therapeutic utility.” In the densest chapter
of the book, they trace the genealogy of a generic con-
cept of religion, separate from communal practices and
shared belief, leading to Ludwig Feuerbach’s notion of
God as that projected being which fulfills human desires.
They then turn to social anthropology, using Marx’s cri-
tique of bourgeois Christianity as servant to the existing
social order—in our case, consumer commodification, 
a development Marx could hardly have predicted.
Reinforced by individualism, social narcissism and thera-
peutic models, the commodification of all aspects of
North American life replaces the practices of worshiping
communities with thin simulacra of devotion aimed at
acquiring certain products, one of which is health.

Any sustainable Christian response, Shuman and
Meador insist, must begin with Christians living as 
members of a particular community—the body of
Christ—irreducible to merely one expression among
many of a generic human religion. The authors describe 
a right ordering of affections and desires (resembling
Augustine’s Ordo Amorum). They ask Christians to
understand health as one among many ordered goods.
Sickness and death are enemies, but never ultimate ene-
mies. Our love of bodily health within God’s good cre-
ation should remain properly subordinate to our love of
God manifested in the person of Jesus. “When we imag-
ine,” they say, “that God exists to give us what we want,
to extend our lives and increase our vigor and always and
everywhere to deliver us from sickness and suffering, we
imagine a deity other than the one present to the world in
Jesus of Nazareth.” Rather than demanding that God give
us health and give it now, we are encouraged to live in
apocalyptic hope, awaiting the wholeness God is making
present to the community gathered in Jesus’ name.

BOOKMARK
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Who Are You, My Daughter? Reading
Ruth through Image and Text

Translated by Ellen F. Davis
Illustrated by Margaret Adams Parker
Westminster John Knox Press
Hardcover, $19.95

Working from the premise that translation
and art are complementary forms of bibli-
cal interpretation, Davis and Parker have
collaborated to create this unique transla-
tion of the story of Ruth. Davis, who is
associate professor of Bible and practical
theology, stays close to the rhythms of
the Hebrew text, reproducing where
possible its original style. Her accom-

panying commentary reflects on Ruth’s story, its liter-
ary form, lexical choices and theological meaning.
Award-winning artist Margaret Adams Parker’s wood-
cuts bring new visual life to this ancient story. An
adjunct instructor at Virginia Theological Seminary,
Parker presented the Stuart C. Henry Lecture in Religion
and Art at Duke Divinity School in February 2003. 

The Works of John Wesley
Volume 24: Journals and Diaries VII (1787-1791)
W. Reginald Ward & Richard P. Heitzenrater, Editors
Abingdon Press
Hardcover, $55

The seventh and last of Wesley's Journals
to apper in the critical edition of The Works
of John Wesley, this book covers the last
four years of his life. The journal opens
on New Year’s Day 1787 with 84-year-
old Wesley’s description of a 4 a.m.
service “to an unusually large
Congregation” and two other services
later the same day. Although he main-

tained a vigorous schedule, after 1788
Wesley’s annual birthday notes about his health mention
increasing loss of eyesight and other difficulties of age.
The narrative journal ends on October 24, 1790, while
the diaries continue until within a week of his death on
March 2, 1791. That last diary entry on Wednesday,
February 23, begins at 4:45 a.m. with “Prayed” and con-
cludes at 9:30 p.m. with the same notation. Heitzenrater

is William Kellon Quick professor of church history and
Wesley studies and general editor of the Bicentennial
Edition of the Works of John Wesley. Ward is professor
emeritus of modern history at the University of Durham,
England.

Religion in American Life: 
A Short History

Jon Butler, Grant Wacker & Randall Balmer
Oxford University Press
Hardcover, $35

Professor of Church History Grant
Wacker describes the effect of evangelical
Protestants – Methodists, Presbyterians,
Baptists and others – on the religious
landscape of nineteenth century
America in this book exploring the
intersections of religion and American
history. Jon Butler, professor of
American studies and history/religious stud-
ies at Yale University, begins the book with an investiga-
tion of the various religious groups that came from the
Old to the New World, as well as the religious experi-
ences of Native Americans and African Americans.
Randall Balmer, professor of American religion at
Barnard College, Columbia University, describes how
the last century’s cultural changes – industrialization,
modernization and secularization – have affected both
new and established religions. 

The Foreign Missionary Enterprise 
at Home: Explorations in North
American Cultural History

Daniel H. Bays & Grant Wacker, Editors
The University of Alabama Press
Hardcover, $60

This collection of 15 essays edited
by Grant Wacker and Daniel H. Bays,
professor of history at Calvin
College, examines the impact of the
missionary experience on American
cultural, political and religious his-
tory. They range from Wacker’s
essay on Pearl S. Buck’s eventual disillu-
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sionment to Anne Blue Wills’ description of the ways
many American groups – black, Protestant, Catholic and
Mormon – sought to convert one another. Other contrib-
utors include Russell E. Richey, William L. Svelmoe,
Kathryn T. Long, and Scott Flipse.

Portraits of a Generation: 
Early Pentecostal Leaders

James R. Goff Jr. & Grant Wacker, Editors
The University of Arkansas Press
Hardcover, $35

Biographical portraits of 20 pioneers of
Pentecostalism chronicle that move-
ment’s spread in the early 1900s from a
Bible school in Topeka to much of the
United States and beyond. Although
the early Pentecostals celebrated indi-
vidual conversion and a radical
equality of souls, editors Grant
Wacker, professor of church history,

and James R. Goff Jr. reveal unexpectedly
diverse fellowships, some of which were interracial,
headed by surprisingly forceful leaders. James R. Goff Jr.
is professor of history at Appalachian State University
and author of Close Harmony: A History of Southern
Gospel (North Carolina, 2002).

Christly Gestures: Learning 
to be Members of the Body of Christ

Brett Webb-Mitchell
Eerdmans Publishing
Paper, $34

What would Christian learning look like
if local churches truly saw themselves as
the body of Christ? Using the writings of
Paul to clarify the biblical image of
Christ’s body as the community of
believers, Brett Webb-Mitchell sug-
gests that Christian education must
nurture not only the minds and spiri-
tual lives of church members, but
also educate their bodies into

“Christly gestures” – performing acts of faith that
imitate Jesus and embody the gospel in daily life. Webb-
Mitchell is assistant professor of Christian nurture.

If all that sounds hopelessly theological and abstract,
Shuman and Meador use literary examples, particularly
Wendell Berry’s novel A Place on Earth, to illustrate how
such lives might be shaped. With Berry, the authors share
a conviction that actions carried out in community, such
as caring for the sick, are fundamentally political, and
that health is found, however fleetingly, only in common,
within a network of shared practices. As the Feltner fami-
ly accepts the death of their son in World War II, Berry’s
readers observe the difficult grace of living together in
eager longing for wholeness, so different from my daily
adventures in the hospital with its frenetic rush to fix
individuals as quickly and cheaply as possible.

Many North American Christians might object to the
picture Shuman and Meador paint. Is Christianity in the
post-industrial West really so compromised? Has medi-
cine become that utilitarian? Perhaps the rapprochement
of faith and medicine is a necessary corrective to a regret-
table parting of ways. If the language of medicine has
expanded to permit recognition of religious beliefs, isn’t
that an improvement? But in conversation with other doc-
tors and medical students, I find my beliefs are, in their
eyes at least, terribly private and individualized, becoming
“social” or “political” only through voluntary associa-
tions, thus rendering equally significant (to my students)
the church, the Rotary International and the AARP.

When my medical students read Wendell Berry, most
find him incomprehensible or, worse, ignorant and passé.
“We already know all about holistic medicine,” they
plead. But do they? Do I? Would I recognize a healthy
community if I fell into one? Does my church, universal
or local, offer any witness to the shared life Berry
describes, making legitimate political claims upon me
and my profession?

Perhaps Heal Thyself has arrived too late. Perhaps
medicine and Christianity as communal disciplines, at
least in North America, are already so attenuated that
consumer models alone can survive. As someone strug-
gling to be faithful to my vocations as a Christian and a
physician, I hope not.

Brian Volk, M.D., is a pediatrician in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Copyright 2003. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
from America April 14, 2003, with permission of
America Press. For subscription information, visit
www.americamagazine.org/.
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GIFTS
For the Second Mile 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles S. Cooke of Wilson, N.C., have
given $100,000 to name the chaplain’s office suite in the
Divinity School addition in memory of Dr. Charles
Augustus Woodard T’1896, the father of Mrs. Cooke
(Dorothy Whitehead Woodard Cooke WC’49), and
grandfather of Jane Woodard Cooke Hawthorne B’90 
of Madison, Miss.

Other gifts for the building addition include $25,000
from Colonel Ruby Winslow Linn of Bethesda, Md., and
$10,000 from Mr. and Mrs. James W. Harbison T’56 of
New York, N.Y. 

For Endowment 
Eugene V. Reichstetter of Southern Pines, N.C., has

established a charitable gift annuity in the amount of
$218,000 to be added to the Henry C. Duncan Scholarship
Endowment Fund. The scholarship was initiated in 1982
and funded over the years by gifts from the Men of the
Village Chapel in Pinehurst, N.C., where Duncan D’49
served as chaplain.

Almost $55,000 has been contributed by family and
friends toward the $100,000 goal for the Henry and Helen
Turlington Scholarship Endowment for the Baptist House
of Studies. The late Dr. Henry Turlington was a leader in
Baptist churches and higher education, and major family
gifts have come from Mrs. Helen S. Turlington of
Raleigh, N.C., and Ralph D. Turlington of Durham, N.C. 

Mrs. Elizabeth C. Holler of Charleston, S.C., along
with her three children and their spouses including A.
Stephen Holler D’82, are giving $50,000 to establish the
A. C. Holler Jr. Scholarship Endowment Fund. This new
financial aid resource honors Chaplain Holler D’52,
whose father, Adlai C. Holler Sr. D’30, was also a
Divinity School (School of Religion) graduate.

The Campaign for Duke
Divinity School Progress Report  March 30, 2003 (starting date 01/01/96)

Total commitments to date: $80,994,246

Support Area Goal by Total Paid Outstanding
12/31/03 Pledges

UNRESTRICTED $ 10,000,000 $ 8,814,819 $ 8,625,726 $ 188,993

RESTRICTED $ 41,000,000 $ 48,830,266 $ 38,803,025 $ 10,027,241*

ENDOWMENT $ 14,500,000 $ 14,671,636 $ 11,316,492 $ 3,355,144

FACILITIES $ 19,500,000 $ 8,677,525 $ 6,612,267 $ 2,065,258

TOTAL $ 85,000,000 $ 80,994,246 $ 65,357,510 $ 15,636,736

* portions when paid will be designated to endowment or facilities 

To secure a copy of the case statement and information about how to make a gift, please contact Wes Brown, associate dean for external relations,
wbrown@div.duke.edu Duke Divinity School, (919) 660-3456. One may also visit the Web site at www.divinity.duke.edu
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Watercolor rendering of the Divinity addition. To see photos of 
current construction, see www.divinity.duke.edu/.

continued next page
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Dr. M. Donald Alexander Jr. of Columbia, S.C., and
Colonel and Mrs. Elwood M. Shaulis of Whispering
Pines, N.C., have contributed $10,000 toward existing
scholarship endowment funds. Two additional $10,000
contributions include one by the members of Centenary
United Methodist Church, Greensboro, N.C., for the
Elizabeth Kimrey Memorial Scholarship; and one by 
Dr. Kristin Herzog of Durham, N.C., for the Frederick
Herzog Memorial Scholarship.

Bishop and Mrs. C. P. Minnick have established 
a $10,000 charitable gift annuity for the unrestricted 
support of the Divinity School. Bishop Minnick, who
was selected to preach at Closing Convocation, is retiring
as bishop-in-residence after seven years of faithful service. 

New Support for Financial Aid
A new program to provide direct financial aid for stu-

dents, Associates for Transforming Ministry will address
concerns about the costs of theological education. 

“As Associates, individuals, families, church groups,
and others will contribute $1,000 or more annually to
assist students with tuition costs,” said Wes Brown, asso-
ciate dean for external relations.

This is part of “Celebrating God’s Call,” a program
through which the Divinity School invites home churches
of new students to provide support through prayer, occa-
sional contacts, and financial resources, added Brown.

Initial funds from Associates for Transforming Ministry
will challenge local congregations by matching the first
$1,000 contributed toward tuition expenses of 50 first-
year students matriculating this fall.  

“A $2,000 addition to the financial aid package will
make a significant positive difference for students,” said
Brown. 

“We hope that our alumni and friends will introduce
others to this opportunity to strengthen ministerial educa-
tion,” he added.  “Many Associates may want to make
gifts to honor pastors and their service.”

For further information, please contact the Divinity
School Office of External Relations at (919) 660-3456. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
T. Gaston Warner D’99 has been appointed director of development for the Divinity School. An ordained United
Methodist minister in the Texas Conference, he is a native of San Antonio with degrees from Brown, Duke (M.Div.),
and the University of Durham, England (M.B.A.). Warner has served parishes in Texas, North Carolina, Illinois, and
Bristol, England. Most recently he was director of development for Habitat for Humanity in Durham, N.C. He is
married to Laceye Cammarano Warner D’95, D’96, assistant professor of the practice of evangelism and Methodist
studies. As director of development, Warner will work with Associate Dean Wes Brown D’76 and the external 
relations staff to sustain institutional fundraising and leadership support.
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Faculty & Staff 
David Arcus performed recitals this
spring at Duke Chapel; St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Wilmington,
N.C., and The Chapel of the Cross in
Chapel Hill, N.C. A fourth recital at
Trinity United Methodist Church in
Durham served as a benefit to raise
funds for restoring that church’s pipe
organ, which was built in 1925 by E.
M. Skinner. In the performance of J.
S. Bach’s St. Matthew Passion by
Duke Chapel Choir on April 12, Arcus
played keyboard continuo. His anthem
“The Morn of Song” premiered May 4
during morning worship at the
Metropolitan Memorial United
Methodist Church in Washington,
D.C. The church commissioned the
anthem as part of its sesquicentennial
celebration.

Michael Battle published the essay
“Prayers” in Race and Prayer:
Collected Voices, Many Dreams from
Morehouse Publishing and “Sacred
Political Space: An Anglican Ethos” 
in Searching for Sacred Space: Essays
on Architecture and Liturgical Design
in the Episcopal Church from Church
Publishing. 

He traveled through Lebanon,
Jordan and Israel/Palestine as a mem-
ber of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation Peace Delegation in
January. In February, he was part of
the spiritual faculty for the Episcopal
Wellness Conference in Menlo Park,
Calif. Battle served as retreat leader
for Quiet Day at Virginia Theological
Seminary and delivered a lecture on
reconciliation at Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia in March.
He was at Willamette University in
Salem, Ore., to give a lecture April 10
on the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission with Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. He traveled to Cape
Town, South Africa, to read the paper
“Christian Humanism” in honor of

John deGruchy at the University of
Cape Town on May 27.

Teresa Berger published “A
Feminist Theological Atlantic:
Reflections on Shared Space” in 
the 2002 edition of Yearbook of the
European Society of Women in
Theological Research and “The
Nativity of Mary: Every Mother is a
Daughter” in a volume edited by
Emmanuel Katongole. Berger also
received a course development grant
from the Lilly-funded Duke Chapel
Pathways program to teach “Women’s
Vocations: Leadership, Power, and
Constraint in the Christian Tradition.”
In March, Berger preached at an inter-
faith liturgy celebrating the dedication
of a new worship space at Immaculate
Conception parish in Durham, N.C. In
April, she spent a week at San
Fernando Cathedral and at the
Mexican-American Cultural Center in
San Antonio, Texas, researching
Hispanic popular religiosity.

Stephen Chapman preached the
sermon “God of Glory (Ps 29)” in
York Chapel on Jan. 15. On March 19,
he and Gaston Warner spoke at a
Women’s Center lunch on “What Men
in Ministry Should Know: Gender
Roles and Sexual Harassment.” He
presented the keynote address “Canon,
Concept and Criticism” at the annual
meeting of the Southwest Regional
Society of Biblical Literature Mar. 15-
17 in Dallas, Texas. On Mar. 30, he
preached at Greenwood Forest Baptist
Church in Cary, N.C., and led an after-
noon seminar on the theme “Creation
and Blessing.” On Mar. 31 he hosted a
visiting lecture by Christopher Ellis,
the principal of Bristol Baptist College
(England).

James L. Crenshaw has published
“Gold Dust or Nuggets? A Brief
Response to J. Kenneth Kuntz” in the
spring issue of Currents in Biblical
Research and “Poverty and

Punishment in the Book of Proverbs”
in Biblical Studies Alternatively: an
Introductory Reader edited by
Susanne Scholz. He gave two lectures
February 18 at Campbell University:
“You Beat my Back and Opened my
Eyes” and “Tilting the Scales of
Justice in God’s Favor: Theodicy in the
Psalms.”

Ellen F. Davis
translated and
provided textual
notes for Who Are
You, My
Daughter?
Reading Ruth
through Image
and Text. The
book, with woodcut illustrations by
Margaret Adams Parker, was pub-
lished by Westminster John Knox.

Fred Edie published “Cultivating
Baptismal Spirituality in High School
Youth” in the 2002 issue of Doxology.
He led youth worker training sessions
for the Virginia Annual Conference of
the United Methodist Church in
October, and a Divinity School
Continuing Education event for pas-
tors in the Greensboro District titled
“Worshiping Well: Beyond the Style
Debates” in February. With Brian
Jones, Edie presented the seminar
“The Duke Youth Academy: Assisting
Students in Discerning Baptismal
Vocation” at the Fund for Theological
Education/Lilly Endowment Annual
Forum in Indianapolis in January.

Amy Laura Hall had a public con-
versation at Duke with Leon Kass of
the University of Chicago in February.
She spoke to the Divinity School’s stu-
dent group Sacred Worth about grace
and sexuality, preached for the
Divinity College Weekend, lectured to
students at Trinity School in Chapel
Hill about “true love,” and attended an
Association of Theological Schools
event on academic research in
Pittsburgh, also in February.
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In March, Hall presented work on
“The Atom and the Double Helix:
Icons of False Security” to the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington,
D.C. She presented the papers “Of
Scientists, Vampires, and Orphans:
The Dickensian Warning of Jeunet
and Caro’s Lost Children” and “The
Eugenic Fitter Family Movement,
Then and Now” at Loyola College in
Maryland as a part of its 2003
Humanities Series “Post-Human?”
She then traveled back to Washington,
D.C., to present research on her cur-
rent book “Conceiving Parenthood” to
an ecumenical group of Christian lob-
byists at the United Methodist
Building.

Hall delivered the lecture
“Exterminating Adam: On Disability
and the New Eugenics” in April as a
part of a conference at Northwestern
University called “Does the Future
Need Us? Christian Faith and the
Prospect of Post-Human
Development.”

Stanley Hauerwas has received an
honorary doctorate from Marymount
Manhattan College. In January, he lec-
tured at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Mich. In February, he was fea-
tured in the Faith and Philosophy
Lectureship at North Park University
in Chicago. He gave the H. Shelton
Smith Lecture at Elon University,
delivered “A Christian Pacifist
Witness” at the Servant Leadership
School in Washington, D.C., and gave
a seminar on “The Church as it
Becomes Visible in Dietrich
Bonhoeffer” at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Austin,
Texas, also in February.

In March, Hauerwas was featured
in a ministry development event for
the North Indiana Conference of the
UMC in Marion, Ind., and was
philosopher-in residence at Oklahoma
State University in Tulsa, Okla. He
lectured on the work of Luigi
Guisanni at “The Risk of Education
Conference” given by The Paideia
Institute at Georgetown University,
and gave a presentation on ethics at

University Presbyterian Church in
Chapel Hill, N.C., in April.

Hauerwas’ recent publications
include: “September 11, 2001: A
Pacifist Response” in Walking with
God in a Fragile World; the
“Foreword” to Heal Thyself:
Spirituality, Medicine, and the
Distortion of Christianity by Joel
Shuman and Keith Meador; “Pacifism
Redux” with J. Alexander Sider in the
December issue of First Things;
“Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Ekklesiologie
als Politik” in Kirche-Ethik-
Oeffentlichkeit: Christliche Ethik 
in der Herausforderung, edited by
Wolfgang Schoberth and Ingrid
Schoberth; “September 11, 2001: A
Sermon a Year Later” in The Sign of
Peace: Journal of the Catholic Peace;
“Hooks: Random Thoughts by Way of
a Response to Griffiths and Ochs” in
Modern Theology; “No, This War
Would Not Be Moral” in the March 3
issue of TIME magazine; “Dietrich
Bonhoeffers’s Political Theology,”
“Bonhoeffer on Truth and Politics”
and “Faculty Forum with Stanley
Hauerwas: Conrad Grebel University
College,” all in the fall issue of
Conrad Grebel Review.

Richard B. Hays published “Can the
Gospels Teach Us to Read the Old
Testament?” in Pro Ecclesia and deliv-
ered his inaugural
lecture as the
George
Washington Ivey
Chair, “The
Future of New
Testament
Theology,” on
January 28.

In February, Hays preached the ser-
mon “Power to the Faint” at Duke
Chapel and gave the Willson-Addis
Lecture, “Ethics in Light of the
Resurrection” at Baylor University. At
the conference on New Views of First-
Century Jewish and Christian Self-
Definition at the University of Notre
Dame, he took part in “What Is ‘Real
Participation in Christ’? A Dialogue

with E. P. Sanders on Pauline
Soteriology” on April 12. In May,
Hays gave four lectures for the Duke
Divinity School Forum on Faith at the
Aspen Institute, Queenstown, Md.,
titled “Practices of a Resurrected
Life.” 

He also served as co-chair of the
initial meeting of a research group on
“The Identity of Jesus” at the Center
of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, N.J.,
from February through March.

Richard P. Heitzenrater, through
Abingdon Press, released a second
edition of one volume of The Elusive
Mr. Wesley. For the tricentenary of
John Wesley’s birth, he published
“Wesley and the American Colonies”
in a special January issue of The
United Methodist Reporter. His article
“Twice-Told Tales and the Sayings of
Wesley” appeared in a special issue of
The Circuit Rider in May. 

Heitzenrater delivered the opening
lecture for an exhibition on “Wesley in
America” at the Prothro Galleries,
Bridwell Library, at Southern
Methodist University. In April, he read
the paper “’Supply My Lack of
Service’: Wesley’s Hopes for
Whitefield in America” at a confer-
ence on “Wesley and America” at
Southern Methodist University.

Reinhard Hütter gave the lecture
“The Tongue – Fallen and Restored:
Reflections on the Three Voices of the
Eighth Commandment” at the annual
SEAD Conference (this year on the
Decalogue) in Dallas, on March 1, and
as a public lecture at Texas Lutheran
University, Seguin, Texas, on March 24.
On March 25, he presented the lecture
“What is so great about Freedom?” for
a Texas Lutheran class in theological
ethics. During April 4-5, he participat-
ed in the annual meeting of the
American Theological Society in
Princeton, where he gave a response to
Richard Neville’s paper “Theology
and Truth.” Hütter co-chaired the sixth
and final meeting of the research con-
sultation on “Faith and Reason” May
9-11 at the Center of Theological
Studies, Princeton.
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L. Gregory Jones delivered the lec-
ture “The Qualities of Leadership in a
Christian Context” at the Effective
Religious Leadership in an Age of
Change symposium sponsored by
FADICA. He gave the 2003 Winter
Lecture Series and preached at
Northminster Baptist Church in
Jackson, Miss. He presented the lec-
ture “Baptism and the Christian Life”
and preached at St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Tallahassee, Fla., as part of
their Visiting Scholars Program. Jones
was the keynote speaker at the JUST-
PEACE Gathering: The Practice of
Forgiveness in Nashville, Tenn., and
gave a presentation on “Race and
Reconciliation” with Dr. Karla
Holloway at the Levine Museum of
the New South in Charlotte, N.C. He
and Susan Pendleton Jones were the
keynote speakers for the Percy
Institute at First United Methodist
Church in Pensacola, Fla. 

Jones led the two-week Adult
Education series “To Make Him
Known” at St. Paul’s Church in
Winston-Salem and a series on “The
Sermon on the Mount” at St.
Michael’s Episcopal Church in
Raleigh, N.C. He was the guest
preacher at Centenary UMC in
Winston-Salem, N.C., and gave a
presentation on “Jesus in the Gospels”
for the new DISCIPLE video series.

Jones’ publications include the
article “Grace Notes” on February 8,
and “Excellent Adventure,” his “Faith
Matters” column on April 5, in The
Christian Century. He continues to co-
convene the Pulpit & Pew Colloquium
on Excellence in Ministry.

Richard A. Lischer’s “A Week of
Signs,” a chapter from his memoir
Open Secrets, was included in Harper
Collins’ Best Christian Writing 2002.
Two other book chapters, “The Real
Presence” from Open Secrets and
“The Ebenezer Gospel” from The
Preacher King have been antholo-
gized in Pastor: A Reader for
Ordained Ministry edited by Will

Willimon. He published a sermon
analysis related to Pentecost based on
his presentation before the Societas
Homiletica in Utrecht, Netherlands,
for the collection of essays,
Preaching: Creating Perspective.

Lischer presented lectures on both
Martin Luther King and Open Secrets
to the Winston-Salem presbytery in
December. He gave two lectures on
preaching to the Larger Churches
Seminar of the Southeastern
Jurisdiction of the UMC at St.
Simon’s Island, Ga. He spoke on pas-
toral autobiography and gave a read-
ing to the Raleigh District of the
North Carolina Conference in Raleigh
and led five classes on “Heroes of
Faith” for the Goldsboro and New
Bern Districts in Atlantic Beach, N.C.

Keith G. Meador co-authored Heal
Thyself: Spirituality, Medicine, and
the Distortion of Christianity with
Joel James Shuman from Oxford
University Press. He sat on an expert
panel concerning curricular develop-
ment for seminaries during the
National Association for Children 
of Alcoholics, National Press Club,
Washington, D.C., in February. In
March, he presented “The Church as 
a Caring Community: A Theology of
Health Ministries” to the fifth annual
symposium, “On the Path to Health
and Wellness” in San Antonio, Texas.
He lectured for “The Science and
Ethics of Aging Well, End of Life
Conference” in Newton, Mass., and
presented “Spirituality and Social
Issues: End of Life and Palliative
Care” for a research conference at the
University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine.

Meador delivered the keynote lec-
ture, “Therapeutic Modernity: Fruits
of the ‘Sterile Union’” for the
Creative Impulse Conference in
Abingdon, Va. In May, he was an
invited core group member for the
steering committee of the Centers for
Disease Control Initiative,
Washington, D.C. He presented

“Caring Communities: Formation in
Practices of Caring” to Glenaire, a
continuing care retirement communi-
ty, an affiliate of The Presbyterian
Homes Inc. in Cary, N.C.

Moody Smith attended the
American Theological Society meet-
ing in Princeton, April 4-5, and deliv-
ered a memorial tribute to Waldo
Beach, who was professor of
Christian ethics in the Divinity
School for 40 years.

During April
10-13 he partici-
pated in a confer-
ence on Judaism
and Christianity in
honor of Professor
E. P. Sanders of
the department of
religion at Notre
Dame. Smith responded to a paper by
Professor John P. Meier of Notre
Dame on the accusations against
Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath.

In December, Virginia C. Barfield,
Smith’s last doctoral student, received
her Ph.D. Her dissertation on the
social-scientific study of 1 John was
approved on Nov. 20, 2002.

Peter Storey’s book With God in
the Crucible was named one of the
best preaching books of 2002 by
Preaching Magazine. He presented a
video segment for Disciple Bible
Study’s new series “Jesus in the
Gospels” and presented the annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Lecture at Wesley Theological
Seminary, Washington, D.C., on
January 28. He preached for the first
Vocation Sunday at Duke Chapel on
February 2. 

During February and March
Storey preached in Tallahassee, Fla.,
and Maryville,Tenn., and led the
Aldersgate weekend at Munholland
United Methodist Church, New
Orleans. His essay opposing war in
Iraq was published by United
Methodist Communications. During
March 17-18 he led a Duke Divinity



Continuing Education Seminar for
clergy in the Virginia Conference on
“Prophetic Preaching and Action in
the Wesleyan Tradition.” In April, he
preached in Florence, S.C., and
Winter Park, Fla. On May 4, he deliv-
ered the Hurwitz Presidential Lecture
on Faith, Reason and Imagination in
the Liberal Arts at Albright College,
Reading, Pa.

Karen Westerfield Tucker contin-
ues to study the theological and cul-
tural dynamics of hymnals for her
Luce Fellowship. She also published
“The Lectionary Our Common Table?
A Protestant View,” in One in Christ
37 and the article “Table Etiquette:
Means and Manners,” for the General
Board of Ordained Ministry of the
UMC available on the Web at
http://www.gbod.org/worship/articles/
table.html.

Geoffrey Wainwright’s first book,
Christian Initiation, has been re-

issued by James
Clarke of
Cambridge 34
years after its orig-
inal publication.
Under the title
Signs amid the
Rubble: The
Purposes of God

in Human History, Eerdmans has pub-
lished some papers of Lesslie
Newbigin that Wainwright edited after
encountering them while working on
his Lesslie Newbigin: A Theological
Life.

In February, Wainwright received 
the Washington Theological
Consortium’s Ecumenical Award 
“in recognition of his outstanding
scholarship and significant contribu-

tion to ecumenism internationally.” 
In May, he gave a paper at an ecu-
menical conference on primacy and
conciliarity held at the monastery of
Farfa, near Rome.

Laceye Warner taught a course in
evangelism in the weekend Course of
Study during March at Duke Divinity
School. She offered a Lenten study at
Bellaire UMC in Bellaire, Texas,
March 30-31. Warner participated in
the Practicing Theology conference at
Yale University April 3-5 and
preached at Duke Chapel on May 18.
She will also provide morning devo-
tions celebrating John Wesley’s life for
the Texas Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church, which
meets in Houston during May 27-29.

Brett Webb-Mitchell published
Christly Gestures: Learning to be a
Member of the Body of Christ, with
Eerdmans and delivered the Robert
Jones lecture, “The School of the
Pilgrim,” for Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Austin,
Texas. On March 28, he preached for
Equality Weekend hosted by the
LGBT students, straight allies, and
alumni/ae of Princeton Seminary. 

Webb-Mitchell continues to serve
as pulpit supply preacher for St. John’s
Presbyterian Church, Durham, N.C.,
and as consultant to the national
Presbyterian Church (USA) Advisory
Committee on Social Witness Policy
Task Force on people with disabilities
in the church. Westminster/John Knox
Press has accepted his new book, The
School of the Pilgrim, for publication.

William H. Willimon gave a
keynote address at the National
Convention for Youth Ministers and
College Chaplains of the Episcopal
Church at Kanuga, N.C., in January.
He presented addresses at the National
Pastors Convocation in San Diego,
Calif., in March and at the meeting of
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
in Tennessee in January. During the
spring he has preached at churches in
South Carolina, North Carolina and
Minnesota. In April he lectured on
“The Theology of Christian Worship”
at Georgetown College in Kentucky. 

The Academy of Parish Clergy
selected Willimon’s book Pastor: The
Theology and Practice of Ordained
Leadership as one of the “most useful
books for pastors” for 2002.
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Carole Baker has been named an
associate in research for the program
in theology and medicine. She is 
finishing her M.T.S. degree at the
Divinity School.

Christine Meyer joined the Divinity
School as staff specialist for health
and nursing ministries. 

Becky R. McMillan will leave her
position this summer as senior associ-
ate director of Pulpit and Pew to pur-
sue other opportunities in Oklahoma.

Effective May 1, Delores Taylor was
named financial analyst in the general
administration and finance office. She
comes from Duke Medical Center
Information Systems where she has
worked for the past 15 years.

COMINGS & GOINGS
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50s
Albert J. Schrader D’50 is on the
staff of River Road United Methodist
Church in Richmond, Va., in charge
of senior ministries. During the past
two summers he has served as a vol-
unteer with a mission team in
Pyatigorsk, Russia, working on a
boarding school for handicapped chil-
dren. He was the first pastor to
preach at the new Pyatigorsk
Methodist Church, built and spon-
sored by funds from the Russian
Initiative Program of the Virginia
Conference.

E. Fay Bennett D’54 and his wife,
Jean, enjoyed a tour last August of
cities and nations of the Pacific Rim
including Tokyo, Beijing, Hong
Kong, Bangkok, and Singapore. They
reside in Clarksville, Ark. Fay is a
pastor in the Free Methodist Church.

Marvest Lawson D’54 and his
wife, Rosalie, are retired and living in
St. Petersburg, Fla., where he has
served for several years as minister of
visitation for Christ United Methodist
Church.

60s
O. Richard Bowyer D’60, D’68,
campus minister for the Wesley
Foundation at Fairmont State College,
Fairmont, W. Va., received the 2003
Civil Rights Day Award from Gov.
Robert E. Wise Jr. T’70, and the
West Virginia Human Rights
Commission.

Wilbur I. Jackson D’61, a retired
pastor from the N.C. Conference of
the United Methodist Church, has
written his second book, Staff Talk:
52 Devotions (CSS Publishers), for
the multi-staffed church. Wil and his
wife, Carolyn, live in Durham, N.C.

Donald H. Seely D’68 has retired
with his wife, Julianna, to Dunn,
N.C., after 40 years of ministry in
United Methodist parishes across
Virginia, including four years as a
missionary in Japan. He served for
many years on the governing board of
the hunger ministry The Society of
St. Andrew.

70s
J. Keith Kennedy T’70, D’74
represented Duke University at the
inauguration of the president of
Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, D.C. Keith is senior 
public policy advisor with Baker,
Donelson, Bearman & Caldwell and
a member of the Divinity School
board of visitors.

Mark Sills D’71 is executive direc-
tor of Faith Action, a nonprofit
agency he started in 1997 to work
with poor people and Latino immi-
grants in Guilford County, N.C.

Clarence G. Newsome T’72,
D’75, G’82 has been named presi-
dent of Shaw University in Raleigh,
N.C. He has served during the past
decade as dean of the Howard
University Divinity School. C. G.
taught for several years at Duke
Divinity School. He is a former 
chairman of the board of visitors 
and a new trustee of Duke University.

James A. Noseworthy D’72
is serving as the 21st president of
Hiwassee College, a private two-year
residential liberal arts college found-
ed in 1849 in Madisonville, Tenn. For
the past dozen years he has worked
with the General Board of Higher
Education and Ministry of the United
Methodist Church, most recently as
assistant general secretary, a consult-
ant for 111 schools, colleges and uni-
versities.

Gerald C. Stoppel D’76, rector 
of All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
in Saugatuck, Mich., has written
Road to Resurrection (Cowley
Publications), a study of the 14
Stations of the Cross in the Old 
City of Jerusalem.

Larry T. Evans D’79 is the new
dean of students at Lancaster
Theological Seminary in Lancaster,
Pa. He was previously senior pastor
of the Central Congregational United
Church of Christ in New Orleans, La.

80s
Ronald R. (Ron) Robinson D’81,
D’84 has been named as the Perkins-
Prothro Chaplain and professor of
religion at Wofford College,
Spartanburg, S.C. An alumnus of
Wofford, he served for more than 15
years on the ministerial staff of Myers
Park United Methodist Church in
Charlotte, N.C.

Michael G. Cartwright D’83,
G’88, associate professor of philoso-
phy and religion, has been named
dean of the new office of ecumenical
and interfaith programs at the
University of Indianapolis. He also
serves as the executive director of a
Lilly Endowment funded center that
helps students explore careers in
Christian vocations. His wife, Mary
Wilder Cartwright D’85, is a
United Methodist pastor.

J. Cameron West D’86 will be
inaugurated as president of
Huntingdon College in Montgomery,
Ala. He was vice president at Brevard
College for four years and from 1978
to 1999 he served as a parish minister
in United Methodist congregations
across North Carolina.

CLASS NOTES
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M. Vickie Johnson D’88 is work-
ing as a L.C.S.W. social worker in
Portland, Ore., and studying for a
Ph.D. degree in social work. 

90s
Carter S. Askren D’93 has com-
pleted his second year of seminary 
at LTSS in Columbia, S.C., and has
been assigned to a yearlong intern-
ship at Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Peachtree City, Ga., begin-
ning Aug. 1, 2003. 

Suzanne Cloyd Hultman D’93
and her husband, Scott, are pleased to
announce the birth on Dec. 4, 2002,
of their third child, Timothy Scott.
Suzanne and family live in
Burlington, N.C., where she is a
United Methodist pastor.

Kalyn Galloway Matthews D’93
and her husband, Clint, are the proud
parents of Alexandra Maguire, who
was born on June 20, 2002. The
Matthewses live in Clyde, N.C., and
work in Christian theater.

Rebecca Aist McFee D’93 and
Daniel McFee D’94 joyfully
announce the birth of Isaac in June
2002, who joins big brother Giles.
Daniel completed the Ph.D. in reli-
gious studies at Marquette University
and is assistant professor of religious
studies at Mercyhurst College. Becky
is an ordained elder in the Wisconsin
Conference of the United Methodist
Church. The McFees reside in Erie, Pa.

Bruce Case D’97 and his wife,
Jennifer, joyfully announce the arrival
of Susannah Wesley on Sept. 18,
2002. A very proud 4-year-old broth-
er, Tripp, welcomed her. The Cases
are missionaries with the United
Methodist General Board of Global
Ministries who have started a new
church in Palmer, Alaska.

Connie Mitchell Shelton and
John Joseph (Joey) Shelton III,
both D’97, along with sister Bailey
are pleased to announce the birth of
Jessica Alice on Feb. 11, 2003. The
Sheltons reside in Hattiesburg, Miss.,
where Connie is director of “The
Methodist Hour” and Joey serves a
United Methodist parish.

Albert Mosley D’98 is chaplain/
director of the Multifaith Center and
assistant professor of religious studies
at Albright College in Reading, Pa.
He is former assistant dean and direc-
tor of religious life at Duke Chapel.

James D. (Jason) Byassee D’99
and Jaylynn Warren Byassee
D’01 are the proud parents of John
(Jack) Warren, who was born on Feb.
7, 2003. The Byassee family lives in
Blanch, N.C.

Robert E. (Rob) Shelton D’99
and his wife, Janna, welcomed Luke
Edward on Dec. 2, 2002. Rob is a
United Methodist pastor in
Washington, N.C.

00s
Susannah Grubbs Carr D’00,
D’02 has been hired as chaplain
coordinator of the chaplaincy pro-
gram for Hospice Ministries Inc., 
a not-for-profit hospice based in
Jackson, Miss., with branches
throughout the state.

The Divinity School community
salutes several graduates who
have provided many years of
effective service through ANSR,
the Alumni Network for Student
Recruitment. Heartfelt thanks go
to: Jim Bailes D’74, Cindy
Bennett D’97, Lee Bryant D’76,
Laurie Clark D’94, Burt Palmer
D’90, Mike Reed D’76, Kay
Simpson D’00, and Clare Sulgit
D’97. ANSR volunteers make con-
tact with prospective students
across the nation, providing
invaluable, personal communica-
tion. These dedicated alumni
have helped to shape over a
decade of incoming classes to
the Divinity School, and we are
sincerely grateful for their service. 

Duke Divinity’s Alumni Network for Student Recruitment (ANSR) Team for 2003-04 met in Durham in
January. Back row, l to r: Karen Koons D’96, Lane Glaze D’01, David Woody D’91, Keith Anderson D’94,
Roy Terry D’96, Frank Van Allen D’93, Steve Morton D’83 and Jessie Keaton D’99. Front row, l to r: Prince
Rivers D’99, Melanie Dobson Hughes D’02, Cherie Meadows D’93, Anna Kate Ellerman D’01 and Kathryn
McElveen D’00.
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Edgar R. A. deJesus D’00 and his
wife, Judy, are the proud parents of
Kristina Esther, who was born on
Feb. 22, 2003. He is a United
Methodist pastor in Saxapahaw, N.C.

Joy Bauer Bulla D’01, the associ-
ate pastor of Woodstock United
Methodist Church in Chicago, Ill.,
has been invited to deliver the open-
ing invocation for the State House of
Representatives in Springfield.

Cynthia Anne Kepler D’01,
a United Methodist minister in
Yorktown, Texas, represented Duke
at the recent inauguration of the
president of Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary.

Alumni Update
Divinity School graduates and
friends met for breakfast March 1
in Dallas, Texas, during the United
Methodist national Conference for
Deacons and Diaconal Ministers.
Donna Claycomb D’00, director
of admissions, was the speaker and
Andy Keck, electronic services
librarian for the Divinity School,
was among the participants.

Some 40 Duke alumnae from
nine states shared a luncheon on
March 14 during the Southeastern
Jurisdictional Clergywomen’s
Consultation at Lake Junaluska,

N.C.  Divinity School Chaplain
Sally Bates D’96 led the com-
ments and conversations.  Ashley
Crowder Stanley T’77, D’80,
Alumni Association president-elect,
was there along with Susan
Pendleton Jones D’83, director
of special programs for the Divinity
School.

Plans are underway for 36
regional gatherings of Divinity
School graduates across the nation
during May and June.  Please con-
sult www.divinity.duke.edu or tele-
phone (919) 660-3456 for additional
information.

Deaths
Sidney G. Boone T’34, D’45 died Feb. 19, 2003, in
Durham, N.C. He was a United Methodist minister who
served parishes across the North Carolina Conference from
1941 until his retirement in 1977. His wife, Katherine, and
two sons survive him.

W. Roy Parker D’47 died Nov. 8, 2002 in Marion, S.C.
He served parishes across South Carolina as a United
Methodist pastor. He is survived by a daughter.

John W. Carter D’48 died Oct. 19, 2002, in Morganton,
N.C. He was a retired Episcopal priest and rector of Grace
Church for 29 years prior to his retirement in 1984. His
wife, Sarah B. Carter, a son, and three grandchildren sur-
vive him.

Thomas Holmes House D’53 died Jan. 7, 2003, in
Lumberton, N.C. He served United Methodist parishes in
the Holston and North Carolina Conferences.

Arvest N. Lawson D’54 died Jan. 7, 2003, in
Springdale, Ark. He was a United Methodist minister in
the North Arkansas Conference and the author of three
books on John Wesley and the work of the Holy Spirit. He
is survived by a brother, Marvest A. Lawson D’54, of St.
Petersburg, Fla.

Woodrow A. Giles D’58 died Dec. 19, 2002, at the age
of 90 in Danville, Va. He served as a United Methodist
pastor in churches across Virginia.

William E. Knight D’59 died on Oct. 24, 2002, in
Richmond, Va. Initially a police officer, he served for many
years as a pastor and administrator in the Virginia

Conference of the United Methodist Church and retired in
1995 as executive director of higher education and campus
ministries. He subsequently served as a minister of visita-
tion and volunteer chaplain. His wife, Nancy Yates Knight,
a daughter, and two grandchildren survive him.

Howard L. Harrod D’60 died Feb. 3, 2003, in Nashville,
Tenn. He was a retired professor at Vanderbilt Divinity
School and the author of five books on ethics, sociology of
religion, and Native American spirituality. He is survived
by his wife, Annemarie Nussbaumer Harrod, two daugh-
ters, and four grandchildren.

Kenneth Mark Day D’02 died Dec. 27, 2002, in
Randleman, N.C. He was a commissioned deacon and had
served as pastor of the Level Cross/Ebenezer United
Methodist charge since 1993. He is survived by his wife of
30 years, Tamar Day, two daughters, and four grandsons.

Other Deaths 
in the Divinity School Family
Hugh Anderson, professor of New Testament (1959-67),
died Jan. 14, 2003, in Edinburgh, Scotland. A distin-
guished scholar and author, and an avid golfer, Professor
Anderson is survived by his wife, Jean Anderson, two chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Genevieve E. M. Rudin, widow of John J. Rudin II,
professor of Christian worship (1945-1976), died Feb.16,
2003, at the age of 94 in Durham, N.C. She was a teacher
of preschool children. She is survived by three children,
four grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
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COMING EVENTS
Duke Divinity Center for Continuing Education 

May 29 Suffer The Children: Caring for Children at the End of Life
A day-long symposium sponsored by the Duke Institute on Care at the
End of Life. Register by May 20 online at www.iceol.duke.edu or call (919) 660-3553.

June 27–29 Wesley at 300: Controversy, Consensus and Conversations
A celebration of the tercentenary of John Wesley’s birth, featuring leading Wesley scholars.
RICHARD HEITZENRATER, host, Duke Divinity School
Register online at http://www.divinity.duke.edu/learningforlife/Events/wesley.htm

July 6–August 1 Summer Course of Study for Ordained Ministry

July 13–27 Duke Youth Academy for Christian Formation
During two weeks on the campus of Duke University, high school students explore, practice
and reflect using baptismal theology as the lens to understand their experience in the church.

September 5–7 Resolving Congregational Conflict: Shaping Communities of Forgiveness
**NEW DATE** Albemarle & Northeast District Event
Myrtle Beach, S.C. L. GREGORY JONES, Duke Divinity School

SUSAN PENDLETON JONES, Duke Divinity School

September 3, 10, 17, 24 The Minor Prophets
Epworth UMC Lay Academy of Religion
Morning J. “MICKEY” EFIRD, Duke Divinity School

September 15–17 Fayetteville & Wilmington District Event

September 25–26 Probationer’s Seminar
**NEW DATE** A seminar to help United Methodist pastors prepare for elders’ orders.

October 2, 9, 16, 23 Revelation
Evening Lay Academy of Religion

J. “MICKEY” EFIRD, Duke Divinity School

October 13–15 Forming Christian Disciples
Convocation & Pastors’ School
Duke Divinity School’s annual event featuring invited lecturers, 
continuing education seminars, and worship in Duke Chapel.
RICHARD A. LISCHER, Duke Divinity School
MICHAEL B. CURRY, bishop of the Episcopal diocese of North Carolina 
ADAM HAMILTON, United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, Kan
CHRISTINE POHL, Asbury Theological Seminary

November 6, 13, 20 For God and Region: Religion and the Civil War
Evening Lay Academy of Religion

GRANT WACKER, Duke Divinity School

November 14–15 Duke Laity Weekend
Laity of all communions will engage in study with leading Divinity School scholars.

January 7, 14, 21, 28 Gospel of Mark
Epworth UMC Lay Academy of Religion
Morning J. “MICKEY” EFIRD, Duke Divinity School

January 8, 15, 22, 29 Romans
Evening Lay Academy of Religion

J. “MICKEY” EFIRD

January 11–14 Getting Involved with God
Sea Island, Ga. Divinity Forum on Faith

ELLEN DAVIS, Duke Divinity School

Richard A. Lischer 

div-conted@duke.edu • (888) 845-4216 • www.divinity.duke.edu



It’s been over 20 years since the first case of HIV/AIDS
was diagnosed in the United States. Nevertheless, HIV/
AIDS continues to be a health crisis in our nation and
around the world. In the U.S., the virus is actually devas-
tating the African-American community and the South.
Many of our brothers and sisters living with this disease
are feeling afraid, lonely and isolated from the church. 

The reasons for this deep sense of isolation are the
stigma and discrimination that continue to be associated
with HIV/AIDS. These are two of the biggest barriers to
addressing this disease in the faith community. For the
most part, the church continues to be very uncomfortable
discussing human sexuality, much less homosexuality,
except perhaps in the most strident tones of condemna-
tion that so often result in shouting matches between
opposing sides. 

People living with HIV are confronted with the
assumption that they contracted the virus because they
are sinful. Even today, contracting HIV is still largely
equated with some kind of moral failing. 

Consequently, instead of eliminating the barriers that
keep us from fighting this disease that kills people from
all walks of life, we allow ourselves to get sidetracked.
Instead of bringing care and compassion to those living
with HIV, we create moral decoys that distract us from
reconciling ourselves to one another as brothers and 
sisters in the family of God. 

With devastating effect, the church continues to remain
largely silent on HIV/AIDS. This silence is literally killing
us. The virus has infected thousands and is taking the
lives of many, whether gay or straight, male or female.
The infection rate in the African-American community 
is actually growing at a higher rate within the female 
population than among men.

This is not a disease that discriminates on any level.
Anyone who engages in risky behaviors with an infected
person can contract HIV. Within the African-American
community, AIDS is the number one cause of death for
black men and women ages 25-44. This is higher than the
death toll from heart disease, cancer or homicide. Black
teenagers accounted for over 60 percent of adolescent
HIV cases in 1999, but were only 15 percent of the over-
all American population. Black children 12 years and
younger represent 58 percent of pediatric AIDS cases. 

But it does not have to be this way. The church can help
tear down the twin barriers of stigma and discrimination
– barriers that stand in the way of the church faithfully
living out its calling around the issue of HIV/AIDS. 

One of the first things we can do is offer direct support
to those who are living with HIV/AIDS. Although I work
mainly with African-American congregations (approxi-
mately 40), the approach of RAIN, the Regional AIDS
Interfaith Network, is generally the same, regardless of
the ethnic composition of the congregation. RAIN uses
the CareTeam model in providing compassionate, non-
judgmental care. 

Volunteers are recruited from among churches or 
other faith communities. RAIN staff train the volunteers
to address the myths and misinformation that persist 
surrounding the issue of HIV/AIDS. The CareTeams
learn that their main purpose is to be the embodiment of
the love of God in the life of their CarePartner. It is made
very clear that the goal is not to seek to convert, change
or impose one’s religious views. This is a non-threatening
way to address a topic that continues to be fearful and
uncomfortable for so many congregations.

The CareTeam approach provides a congregation with
a method of engaging in ministry with those living with
HIV. But it also provides prevention education to help
stem the infection rate.

As a result of these CareTeams, we have seen lives
transformed. People of different socioeconomic back-
grounds, races, gender, sexual orientation, and political
viewpoints come to realize that deep down inside we are
all very much the same. 

This disease will continue claiming the lives of our
brothers and sisters until the church makes a decision to
assure that all of God’s people are welcomed in the circle
of love. Jesus said to his disciples: “The world will know
that you are my followers by the love that you have one
for the other.” (John 13:35) There simply is no other
proof of our faithfulness. 

Carl Arrington D’80 is an ordained United Methodist
minister who served local churches for more than 20
years. He is currently minority program director for
RAIN (Regional AIDS Interfaith Network) in Charlotte,
N.C. Visit the Web site at www.carolinarain.org/.
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END QUOTES
When religious language is in the air, and being used in
facile ways by speechwriters, then the only thing for the
church to do is to read Scripture more often and more
deeply.

Associate Professor Ellen Davis in a Divinity
School panel at the outbreak of war in Iraq
from the March 21, 2003, Durham Herald-Sun

Historians who work, as I do, in late medieval and early
modern sources always arrive on the scene too late,
after all the actors are dead and all the trails are cold,
to unravel a mystery for which there is too little evidence
or far too much.

Professor David Steinmetz in his lecture “Miss
Marple Reads the Bible” to a Laity Weekend
audience at Duke on April 4, 2003

The common denominator among sexual offenders is
that they experience domestic violence as children, not
sexual abuse.

Meredith Jones (D’00), faith outreach coordi-
nator for the Durham Crisis Response Center 
at a Divinity School training session in the
March 31, 2003, Durham Herald-Sun.

The Catholic Church is very resistant to the forces of 
the free market.  Priests are cared for. Congregations 
get pastoral leadership regardless of income. It’s more 
in line with the economic justice and equity norms that
are expressed in the mission of the Gospel.

Becky R. McMillan, associate director of
Pulpit & Pew in the February 2003 Texas
Catholic

Good parenting involves unconditional love and
patience, and a willingness to recognize the unexpected
nature of every child. Cloning represents this almost
desperate need to control – to have a child that meets
one’s specification.

Assistant Professor Amy Laura Hall 
in the Jan. 3, 2003, News & Observer

I really think people in the pews, whether they’re 
willing to admit it or not, really do like the church to
be a moral voice, even if it’s simply explaining both
sides of the issue. If they don’t do that, I think clergy
are copping out.

Professor emeritus Jackson W. Carroll, director
of Pulpit & Pew, in the Feb. 23, 2003, Winston-
Salem Journal

The Future 
of Ministry
Depends 
on You

To date, we’ve raised $307,766 in gifts and pledges
toward this year’s Annual Fund goal of $400,000. And
that’s with gifts from just 23 percent of Divinity School
alumni. With your support, we can raise alumni 
participation to our goal of 36 percent.

We won’t make these goals without your help. 

Support the future of ministry by sending in
your gift by June 30, 2003.

Secure online giving is available at
http://secure.giftrecords.duke.edu/oit/gift.nsf/MakeGift
or you may mail your gift to the Office of 
External Relations, Duke Divinity School,
Box 90966, Durham, NC 27708-0966.
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We will visit important historical, political and ecclesial sites in Cape Town,
Robben Island, Johannesburg, Pretoria, and Soweto. We will hear the story of
the church’s valiant struggle in South Africa against apartheid, as well as
today’s challenge to witness to Christ’s peace and justice in the “new” South
Africa. We will meet people living parables of the Gospel who, amidst enor-
mous poverty and pain, have found deep joy as agents of transformation.

The opportunity will also be given to see some of the great beauty of Africa
and its wild game. Double occupancy cost is $2,800*, including airfare, bus trav-
el, hotel accommodations, and main meals.

Because this is much more than a sightseeing tour, participants will be invited
to enter a Pilgrimage Covenant – committing themselves to an inward journey
of personal reflection, shared worship, Bible study, discussion and true engage-
ment with the people of South Africa. We will seek to find that attitude of
regard and attention to each other and those we meet expressed by the Zulu
greeting: “Sawubona!”… “I see you!” – and the reply: “Sikhona!”… 
“I am here.”

To request an application, contact Tiffney Marley
tmarley@div.duke.edu 

or call Amy Turnbull at 919-660-3481. 
Applications are due Dec. 15, 2003

*This is a preliminary estimate and subject to change. The final cost will be available in February 2004.

2004 PILGRIMAGE OF PAIN AND HOPE
Sponsored by Duke Divinity School with Peter Storey, former bishop of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa

Join us on a pilgrimage to South Africa, July 30-August 13, 2004


