2026 Advanced COS Course Descriptions

Session 1: January 5 — February 14

Adv UM Polity
Synchronous sessions: Wednesdays, 2-4pm
Instructor: Laceye Warner and Cameron Merrill

Description: This course focuses on United Methodist polity and governance including its doctrine,
mission, ordination, and connectional structure.

Session 2: March 2 — April 11

Adv Worship: Old Testament/Preaching/Ethics
Synchronous sessions: Thursdays, 4:30-6:30pm
Instructor: James Howell

Description: Join the Rev. Dr. James Howell for “Reading the Bible with Bonhoeffer” Dr. Howell is senior
pastor, Myers Park United Methodist Church, Charlotte, NC. A native of Columbia, SC, he studied
chemistry and physics at the University of South Carolina. He holds a PhD and MDiv from Duke
University. Howell has published 20 books, including Why This Jubilee?, Yours Are the Hands of Christ,
and Servants, Misfits, and Martyrs. Biking, hiking, and reading fill his spare time. He and his wife, Lisa, a
photographer and community activist, have three grown children.

Session 3: April 27 —June 6

Adv Leadership: Theology/BC

Synchronous sessions: Wednesdays, 9-11pm

Instructor: Cameron Merrill

Missionary, Merchant, Soldier, Christ: Race, Christian Imagination & Enfleshing Freedom

Description: Race as it now moves through our social imagination would not be possible without
Christianity. From the beginning of the colonial moment, the church presided over a ‘new world’ that
God had created, with tools at hand—missionaries, merchants, and soldiers—who could make it known
and bring its people inside the arc of salvation. This colonial moment for the church created a racialized
resistance to our inherent and necessary weakness—Ileaving us a sickly sense of belonging and a feeble
desire for joining.
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Session 4: June 22 — August 1

Adv Pastoral Care and Ethics

Synchronous sessions: Mondays, 1:00 — 3:00pm
Instructor: Alejandra Salemi

Title: Intro to Public Health Communication for Clergy

Description: This six-week course equips clergy and seminarians with foundational tools to engage
health issues that arise in congregational life. Students will explore the intersection of faith and public
health, develop skills in health literacy and science communication, and learn how to responsibly
address topics important to their local community. The course emphasizes ethical boundaries,
combating misinformation, and building partnerships with health professionals, preparing faith leaders
to support the wellbeing of their communities with both theological integrity and scientific accuracy.

Session 5: August 17 — September 27

Adv Evangelism/Mission: Missio Dei: Evangelism and Missions for Today
Synchronous sessions: Thursdays 1:00 — 3:00pm

Instructor: Mark Conforti

Description: This course will prepare students to think deeply in theologically relevant categories about
God, the Church, and how the Church is called in the world. This calling requires speaking a word for
God's purposes (both a prophetic word and an invitational word to faith in Jesus Christ), while also
humbly taking up God's work of interpersonal healing, community building, and peace-making. To know
God is to recognize God's mission in the world. Students will gain a clearer sense of their part in this
mission, along with practical tools for leading people in these ministries.

Session 6: October 19 — November 28
Adv History, Women’s Studies/New Testament: Figures in the New Testament and Early Church

Synchronous sessions: Mondays 12:45 — 2:45pm
Instructor: Laceye Warner

Description: This course explores the contributions of select women featured in the New Testament and
early Church to deepen our understanding of Scripture and shape ministry practices.
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