
Center for Reconciliation
Annual Report 2012–13



•	 Hosted	104	diverse	participants	from	24	states	and	8	countries	for	our	 
	 5th	annual	Summer	Institute:	the	one-of-a-kind	intensive	5-day	event	that	 
	 nourishes,	renews,	and	deepens	the	capacities	of	U.S.	and	International	 
	 leaders	for	the	ministry	of	peace,	reconciliation,	and	justice.	Overall	feedback	 
	 from	participants	indicates	that	the	institute	was	a	profound	experience.	Sixty	 
	 percent	were	at	Duke	for	the	first	time,	and	many	had	never	been	to	an	 
	 institute	that	integrated	a	focus	on	intense	learning,	the	practical	ministry	of	 
	 reconciliation,	and	the	community	formed	among	participants.

•	 Offerred	two	new	seminars	at	the	Summer	Institute—“Pursuing	 
	 Reconciliation	Institutionally”	and	“Listening	Together:	Muslims	and	Christians	 
	 Reading	Scripture”—that	touched	new	depths	of	learning.	This	extended	the	 
	 Center’s	commitment	to	communicate	wisdom	and	insights,	as	well	as	added	to	 
	 an	already	world	class	faculty	network	of	theologians/seasoned	practitioners	 
	 for	CFR	programs.

•	 Welcomed	six	young	Latino	leaders	from	the	National	Immigrant	Youth	Alliance	 
	 to	the	Summer	Institute,	and	provided	a	space	for	their	witness	to	inspire	the	 
	 next	generation	of	leaders.
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U.S. Programs
Summer InStItute

reconcIlerS Weekend

“Thank-you for an excellent week!  [The] worship, music blend, 
plenary teaching were well designed and delivered. The flow 
and thematic sequence was refreshing. Christocentric, Biblical 
emphasis enriched and encouraged me.”

“The Holy Spirit is moving powerfully in ministries of a new 
generation.  It was renewing for me to catch some of their 
commitment to the dream.  I go forth with a new energy and 
sense of hope.”

“[The greatest gifts of the Summer Institute for me were] 
the deepening of my theology/spirituality of reconciliation and 
new insights, resources and practices for embodying it.  Being 
reminded that this is first and foremost God’s work, into which  
I have been invited to participate (not my work).”

“[The Summer Institute] was one of the most spiritually 
formative weeks of my life...Seeing the many stories of God’s 
reconciliation in our world gave me the audacity to hope that 
God will continue to work in my community as well...I was 
renewed in my sense of call to equip the saints of Longview 
Community Church for the work of ministry. I was encouraged  
to continue leading our congregation towards a deeper love of 
God and neighbor.”  
	–	Phil	Rushton,	Assoc.	Pastor,	Longview	Community	Church,	
Longview,	WA

Summer	Institute	Feedback:

Reconcilers	Weekend	Feedback:
“The panelists and lecturers were full of wisdom and challenged 
me to think differently about creation.  All of God’s creation is 
very good.  In Christ, we are not only reconciled to God and each 
other, but also, the land and we should be intentional in thought 
and deed about caring for all of creation!”

“Enthusiastic information about ongoing projects and ways for 
community members to get involved in taking better care of 
God’s creation.”

“I appreciated the particularity in the Christian message of this 
and the near total avoidance of a mushy multi-faith generalizing.  
While, I appreciate the voices from other faiths, and respect 
other traditions, I believe it is important to ground our reasons 
for caring for creation within our particular Christian story of the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. Thank you.”

Co-hosted	Reconcilers	Weekend	
2012—“Making	Peace	with	the	Land:	
embracing	God’s	Call	to	Reconcile	
with	Creation”—with	the	Center	for	
environmental	Leadership.	Keynote	
speakers	included	Dr.	Norm	Christensen	
(Research	Professor	and	Founding	Dean	
of	the	Nicolas	School	of	the	environment	
at	Duke	University),	Dr.	Norman	Wirzba	
(Research	Professor	of	Theology,	ecology	

and	Rural	Life	at	Duke	Divinity	School),	
and	Fred	Bahnson	(Director	of	the	Food,	
Faith,	and	Religious	Leadership	Initiative	
at	Wake	Forest	University	School	of	
Divinity).		The	weekend	offered	deep	
connections	between	theology,	ecology,	
and	Christian	community,	while	cultivating	
space	for	participants	to	form	new	
visions	of	faithful	relationship	to	the	land.

FY13	was	a	busy	year	for	the	CFR:

•	 Videos	were	created	with	the	help	of	the Work of the People	as	a	way	of	sharing	the	CFR	story	with	a	wider	 
	 audience.	We	hope	that	in	the	future	we’ll	be	able	to	work	with	TWOTP	to	develop	videos	of	the	Resources	for	 
	 Reconciliation	book	series.	http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/

•	 CFR	webpages	on	the	DDS	website	have	been	revised	and	edited	to	better	support	our	mission	and	narration	of	 
	 who	we	are,	what	we	do	and	what	we	don’t	do.		Take	a	look	and	tell	us	what	you	think!

•	 Foundations	fundraising	strategy	developed	and	relationships	fostered	with	new	foundations.	$150,000	grant	received	 
	 from	the	Henry	Luce	Foundation	to	support	the	costs	of	the	new	Christian-Muslim	seminar	at	Summer	Institute.	 
	 $170,000	grant	received	from	the	Ruth	Lilly	Philanthropic	Fund	to	cover	international	programs.	$40,000	received	 
	 from	an	anonymous	foundation	to	support	the	GLI	transition	process.

•	 We	said	goodbye	to	several	advisory	board	members	(Gene	Graham,	Kathy	Mansfield	and	Susan	Dunwoody)	in	 
	 addition	to	the	International	Programs	Coordinator,	Gann	Herman,	who	was	instrumental	in	the	start	of	the	Great	 
	 Lakes	Initiative.		We	are	grateful	for	their	years	of	service	and	continued	partnership.

•	 	 The	CFR	welcomed	a	new	International	Programs	Coordinator,	Kate	Davelaar.		Kate	says:	“I’m	a	connector.	I	like	 
	 connecting	people	who	I	think	need	to	be	in	conversation	with	each	other,”	she	said.	“I’m	excited	for	my	network	to	 
	 expand	again—globally	but	also	here	in	Durham.”

•	 After	a	decade	at	Duke	Divinity	School	and	serving	as	CFR	co-director,	emmanuel	Katongole	began	his	tenure	 
	 at	Notre	Dame	in	Jan.	2013.		We	will	all	miss	Father	emmanuel.

General

https://divinity.duke.edu/initiatives-centers/center-reconciliation


•	 Hosted	the	7th	annual—and	largest	ever—African	Great	Lakes	 
	 Leadership	Institute	(January	13-19,	2013)	at	St.	Mary’s	National	 
	 Seminary,	Ggaba,	Kampala.	Uganda.	Of	the	150	participants,	seven	 
	 nations	of	the	Great	Lakes	Region	were	represented	(Burundi,	 
	 Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo,	Kenya,	Rwanda,	South	Sudan,	 
	 Tanzania,	and	Uganda),	19	participants	from	the	USA,	and	a	 
	 multitude	of	denominations,	making	the	GLI	a	rare	and	holy	space	 
	 in	east	Africa	that	gathers	Christian	leaders	across	the	Catholic/ 
	 Protestant	divide.	This	intensive	weeklong	institute	fosters	 
	 deep	spiritual	formation,	continues	to	extend	its	reach	into	east	 
	 Africa	through	national	and	international	scholars	and	reconciliation	 
	 practitioners	who	help	sharpen	the	theological	vision	of	peace,	 
	 reconciliation,	and	justice	in	the	region.

•	 Three	significant	leaders	of	the	Catholic	Church	in	Burundi	 
	 participated	in	the	Institute	and	named	the	opportunities	for	 
	 ecumenical	fellowship	and	discussion	as	key	gift	to	the	witness	of	 
	 Christ	in	Burundi.		Both	Protestant	and	Catholic	leaders	in	Burundi	 
	 returned	from	the	Institute	with	personal	relationships	and	 
	 common	commitments	to	work	together	in	the	truth	and	 
	 reconciliation	process	currently	being	undertaken	by	both	 
	 government	and	civil	society	in	Burundi.

 
Feedback	from	the	Great	Lakes	Region:	

“I was already familiar with the GLI theological vision,” one participant said, 
“but not the ‘word became flesh’ in the people and stories. These issues are 
not optional here. Christian identity and reconciliation is a matter of life and 
death.  A great gift of the GLI is bringing a diversity of key leaders together.” 

“I am an expert in peacebuilding and conflict transformation.  But this 
Institute has challenged all my understanding of ‘reconciliation’, not as 
‘my work’ but as ‘God’s gift.’  This was new for me and I now realize why 
many peacebuilding processes have failed, because they seem to be sought 
and implemented as pure programs, human initiatives….I thank the GLI 
Initiative.  You do not know what this will generate in terms of building 
peace and reconciling communities in the region.”
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International Programs
northeaSt aSIa InItIatIve

From	December	3-5,	2012,	twenty-eight	Christian	 
leaders	gathered	at	Duke	University	to	reflect	on	the	 
search	for	peace	in	Northeast	Asia,	with	participants	 
from	China,	Hong	Kong,	Japan,	South	Korea,	and	the	
U.S.,	representing	Methodist,	Presbyterian,	Mennonite,	
Baptist,	Catholic,	Reformed,	and	evangelical	traditions.	 
The	gathering	was	convened	by	the	CFR	as	a	critical	step	 
in	exploring	Northeast	Asia	as	a	possible	place	of	deep	
future	connection.		The	gathering	provided	a	unique	 
inter-confessional	space	crossing	generational	and	
vocational	boundaries	and	building	relationships	among	
diverse	key	leaders	and	institutions	often	separated	by	
barriers	of	nation,	denomination,	and	vocation.

Though	only	two	days	and	three	nights,	the	consultation	
seemed	to	mark	a	before	and	after	moment.	People	
discovered	strangers	who	were	also	restless	for	
something	new,	and	new	friendships	were	formed.		There	
was	a	shared	sense	that	God’s	reconciling	mission	
is	far	bigger	than	any	single	nation,	denomination,	or	
organization,	and	that	we	need	one	another	to	pursue	
that	mission.		

With	this	in	mind,	the	CFR,	together	with	DDS	senior	
leaders	and	our	partners	in	the	region	have	come	to	a	
sense	of	a	proposed	roadmap	forward.

afrIcan Great lakeS 
leaderShIp InStItute

A	transition	process	is	ongoing	with	
the	CFR	and	GLI	partners.		The	goal	is	
to	deepen	the	regional	resilience	and	
rootedness	of	the	GLI.	In	April	2013	the	
GLI	partners	developed	and	adopted	a	
new	mission	statement:

our mission is to mobilize 
restless christian leaders 
from across the Great lakes 
region, create a space for their 
transformation, and empower 
them to participate in God’s 
mission of reconciliation in their 
own communities, organizations 
and nations.
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•	 CFR	staff	members,	along	with	11	Duke	Divinity	School	 
	 students,	attended	the	Christian	Community	 
	 Development	Association	(CCDA)	National	 
	 Conference	in	the	Twin	Cities,	where	Chris	Rice	and	 
	 emmanuel	Katongole	were	keynote	speakers	on	the	 
	 conference’s	theme	-	“Reconcile.”

•	 Lead	six	Duke	Divinity	students	on	the	Center’s	annual	 
	 Spring	pilgrimage of pain and hope	to	New	Song	 
	 Urban	Ministries/New	Born	Community	of	Faith	in	 
	 Baltimore,	MD	and	Richmond	Hill/Hope	in	the	Cities	 
	 in	Richmond,	VA	for	a	week	of	ministry	and	reflection	 
	 on	the	intersections	of	faith,	poverty,	injustice,	 
	 and	race.		Fostered	space	for	students	who	hunger	for	 
	 opportunities	to	explore	their	calling	in	an	urban		  
	 setting,	while	listening	to	seasoned	practitioners	 
	 rooted	in	a	particular	place	speak	to	both	the	 
	 celebrations	and	laments	of	ministry	and	life	together	 
	 in	Baltimore.	The	pilgrimage	challenged	assumptions	 
	 about	wealth	and	poverty,	and	witnessed	the	fruits	of	 
	 the	ministry’s	enduring	commitment:	“If	all	our	 

	 programs	ended	tomorrow,”	one	community-worker	 
	 said,	“this	neighborhood	would	never	be	the	same	as	it	 
	 was	before.” 
 
•	 Since	2010,	22	Duke	Divinity	School	students	have	 
	 participated	in	Pilgrimages	of	Pain	and	Hope.

•	 Placed	six	students	as	interns	in	teaching communities  
	 —exemplary	communities	of	reconciliation	practice— 
	 to	be	formed	into	leaders	for	Christian	reconciliation	 
	 ministry.	Placements	included:	The	Church	of	the	 
	 Saviour	(Washington	D.C.),	New	Born	(Baltimore,	 
	 MD),	Neighborhood	Ministries	(Phoenix,	AZ),	LaSalle	 
	 Street	Church	(Chicago,	IL),	L’Arche	DC	(Washington,	 
	 DC),	and	Reality	Ministries	(Durham,	NC).	Students	 
	 gained	understanding	of	ministry	faithfully	embodied	in	 
	 particular	places,	setting	them	on	new	vocational	paths	 
	 or	deepening	an	already	strong	sense	of	calling.

•	 Since	2006,	49	Duke	Divinity	School	students	have	 
	 been	placed	in	a	Teaching	Communities	Field	education	 
	 internships.

Financial Summary
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Greetings Friends, 
This	is	the	9th	year	of	ministry	of	the	Duke	Divinity	 
School	Center	for	Reconciliation,	and	the	gifts	released	
have	extended	far	beyond	what	we	asked	or	imagined	
when	the	Center	began	in	2005.		I	am	deeply	grateful	 
for	the	companionship	and	support	of	so	many.		

As	we	enter	year	ten,	I	am	drawn	to	two	Scriptures.		First,	
the	one	that	inspired	our	founding:		“In	Christ,	God	was	
reconciling	the	world	to	himself…	and	entrusting	the	
message	of	reconciliation	to	us”	(2	Corinthians	5:19).		

Second,	a	passage	which	precedes	this:	“But	we	have	this	
treasure	in	jars	of	clay	to	show	that	this	all-surpassing	
power	is	from	God	and	not	from	us”	(2	Corinthians	4:7).		
These	have	been	years	filled	with	both	gifts	and	challenges,	
both	fruitfulness	and	fragility,	right	there	together.		I	am	
grateful	for	the	mystery	of	how	God	works	so	faithfully	in	
the	midst.
 

As	you	read	this	annual	report,	please	pray	for	us	as	we	
seek	to	remain	faithful	to	the	three	focuses	of	our	mission	
within	Duke	Divinity	School:	to	cultivate new leaders 
in	work	with	students	and	faculty;	to	communicate 
wisdom and hope	by	generating	fresh	theological	and	
practical	resources	to	serve	the	church;	and	to	create 
spaces which nourish Christian leadership in the 
U.S.	and	throughout	the	world.		We	are	grateful	for	your	
support	as	we	enter	the	Center’s	next	chapter	of	ministry	
and	maturity.
 
In	gratitude	to	God,

Chris	Rice,	Director

The	CFR	is	responsible	for	raising	100%	of	its	operating	budget,	including	salaries	and	benefits.	We	are	grateful	for	the	
many	individuals	and	foundations	who	support	our	work	financially.

Student Programs
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We are grateful for all the volunteers and student associates 
who work with us. Without you, we would not be able 

to accomplish as much as we do. 


