
THE 2013-14 FIRST-YEAR MANDATORY WRITING ASSESSMENT 
 
Duke Divinity School requires that all newly entering students in the MDiv, MACS, and MTS 
programs complete a writing assessment in an effort to help them develop their skills as writers 
of theology.* This year the assessment is based on Christine D. Pohl’s Living into Community, 
the School’s summer reading selection. 
 

 
WRITING ASSESSMENT TOPIC 

 
In Living into Community, Christine D. Pohl explores a number of practices that 
cultivate virtuous Christian living. Examine how the failure to live gratefully, 
truthfully or as promise-keepers damages our relationship with others and with 
God. 
 
Instructions 

• as you construct your argument, comment on the ideas not only of Pohl but also of at 
least two other thinkers that Pohl uses in her book 

• write on only one of the following: gratitude, truthfulness, or promising 
• your essay should be between 800-1000 words in length. It should not be construed as a 

research paper (there is no need to do additional reading beyond the text), but it should be 
formal in tone 

• use of pertinent quotations from the book is encouraged but should not be overdone. 
Please use proper documentation (parenthetical references or footnotes) 

• format using Times New Roman 12 point font and double spacing. Please put your 
name and email address at the top of your paper 

• email your essay to jheyhoe@div.duke.edu by 11:59pm on Tuesday, August 27  
 

Your paper will be passed to one of our writing assessors, who will read your work carefully, 
noting what you do well and what might need some improvement. He or she will contact you to 
set up a (mandatory) meeting in order to discuss your paper and talk through issues pertaining to 
theological writing and what your professors and preceptors might expect in your assignments. 
 
 
*If you are either in the ThM program or have formerly completed our assessment, you are 
exempt from the writing requirement. 
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