
“BLESSING OF THE HANDS:  FARMWORKERS AND THE CHURCH” 
 

1.  ENCUENTRO (“Encounter;” “I Find”) 
 -Go yourself to encounter the lives of farmworkers in North Carolina.  Get to know them:  get 
to know their stories, their names, their dreams and struggles.  Play soccer.  Listen to music.  Try out 
your Spanish.  Invite a friend, and go to where farmworkers are.  Love the farmworkers in your 
midst.  Only in this way will you continue to care enough to act with courage.   
 
2.  LOVE THE SOJOURNER 
 -Actively seek the good of the farmworker in your midst.  Be an advocate for them.  As you 
get to know their needs, find ways to help with transportation or food or other assistance in a way 
that respects their dignity.  Work with groups such as Student Action for Farmworkers to lobby the 
Legislature for better legal protections.   
 
3.  LOVE THE BLIND 
 -Love not only the farmworker.  Love too, those who are blind to their situation, who see them 
only as “hands” or means to ends.  See them as blind, and not as evil.  Try to understand the forces 
that have shaped their blindness, and the fears that keep them there.  Work to heal their blindness.  
Don’t just discuss or lament their blindness as Jesus disciples did with the man born blind (John 9):  
transform their blindness into God’s glory.   
 
4.  REMOVE SOME OF THE BLINDERS 

-Invite the blind to take the log out of their own eye before they judge the speck in others’.   
Actively dispel myths, such as the fact that farmworkers pay no taxes or are a drain on the economy.      
Respond creatively to prejudiced/excessively nationalist comments.  Share some of your own story.   
Invite them to recall times when they were a stranger or an outsider or felt they were left out or 
didn’t belong.    
 
5.  BE SCRIPTURAL (In Sermons, Bible Studies, World Communion Sunday, etc.) 
  
 -Leviticus 19:33-34 –“When an alien/sojourner/foreigner/immigrant resides with you in your 
land, you shall not oppress the alien/sojourner/foreigner/immigrant.  The alien/ sojourner/ 
foreigner/immigrant who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love 
the alien/sojourner/foreigner/immigrant as yourself, for you once were an alien/ sojourner/ 
foreigner/immigrant in the land of Egypt:  I am the LORD your God.” 
 -Luke 24: 13-35 – The Walk to Emmaeus:  “Jesus himself came near to them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him.  And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other 
while you walk along?’ . . . Then one of them answered him, ‘Are you the only foreigner in Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 
 -Samaritans:  the Woman at the Well, the Samaritan Leper, the Good Samaritan 
 -Acts 10: 9-28; 34-48:  “Then Peter began to speak to them:  ‘I truly understand that God show 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.” 
 -Ephesians 2: 1-21:  “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the household of God.”  
 -James 5:1-5:  “Listen!  The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back 
by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the LORD of hosts.” 
 
6.  INVITE OTHERS TO A PERSONAL ENCOUNTER  
 -Invite others to their own encounter:  invite the blind to wash in the pool called “Sent.”  Then 
they will have their own story.  This encounter, more than anything else, is used by God in 
transformation. 



 
 
 
  
  


