
 

 

The Women’s Center at Duke Divinity Annual Newsletter  

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

The Duke Divinity Women’s Center 

has been honored to embark on another 

year of ministry and work; bringing 

awareness of gender concerns to the 

greater divinity community through 

fellowship, education, advocacy, 

academics, and outreach.   

This year at the Women’s Center we 

have provided many events and 

opportunities to the community, from 

brown-bags lunches to workshops, to a safe 

space in the Women’s Center office.  We 

welcome you to read this annual newsletter 

as we reflect on some of the experiences 

that we’ve had this year and we imagine the 

future of the Women’s Center at Duke  

 

Divinity School. 

 We are so grateful for all of the 

speakers who visited us this year.  Nancy 

Houfek, Sarah Azaransky, and Aleese 

Moore-Orbih are among the many voices 

offered to Duke Divinity Students through 

the Women’s Center’s events. 

 We are also grateful for the 

continued support the Women’s Center 

experiences from the faculty of Duke 

Divinity, who take time to share their 

passions with us.  Finally we are thankful 

for all the students who add their voices 

and passions to the Women’s Center’s 

continued mission.  The Women’s Center 

celebrates these voices.  

This Year at The Women’s Center… 

+ Adding to the 
classroom… 

I’m thankful for the DDS 

Women’s Center because 

they intentionally spend 

time on topics and issues 

that are incredibly 

important to ministry, but 

we don’t always have time 

to reflect upon in the 
classroom.   

 -Jessica Ligon Dayson 

MDiv. Senior 

more on 2 
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  Duke’s School of Nursing and Duke 

Divinity’s Women’s Center joined together in 

September of 2012 to offer a workshop on 

physical and vocal presence in the 

workplace.  Both faculty and students 

participated in this workshop led by Nancy 

Houfek of Harvard University.   

Houfek is Head of Voice & Speech for 

the American Repertory Theatre, where she 

teaches vocal production, coaches the 

professional acting company, and administers 

the M.F.A. in voice training pedagogy. She is 

a stage director, award-winning actor, and 

nationally recognized theatre educator.  She 

brought over 30 years of working with 

performers, educators, leaders and public 

speakers to the women of the divinity school.   

She gave specific physical and vocal 

skills to help participants be more effective as 

presenters, leaders and negotiators. 

 
 

Get Your Voice on the Table: 
Training with Nancy Houfek 

 

Nancy Houfek of the American Repertory Theatre 

Often the cultural expectation is for women 

to be meek, dainty, quiet, and small.  Nancy 

Houfek taught us how to physically hold our 

bodies with confidence, how to take up 

space and how speak so that our ideas ‘land’ 
on our hearers.  

  -Student participant  

She taught us to consider body 

language,  to develop our voices to be 

heard and understood. She also equipped 

us to improve our ability to convey complex 

and important concepts to our listeners in 

both our professional and our daily lives. 

The highly interactive, personal and 

powerful learning experience was much 

appreciated by both faculty and students.  It 

was full of informative practices for public 

speaking as well as a few good laughs. 

The Divinity School Women’s Center 

hopes to continue our tradition of providing 

avenues for women to develop their unique 

voices within the academy and the church.   

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

Fall 2012               Spring 2013 
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Men, Masculinity, and Gender: 
Breaking Down Walls Between Men and the 

Women’s Center 

  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/womens-center-at-duke-
divinity/id436188878 

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

Fall 2012               Spring 2013 
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Every so often, when I sit in the 
Women’s Center, people will ask me why I, 
a man, was working in a center ostensibly 
for, well, women. It is a question I asked 
myself frequently prior to and during my 
employment there. I never settled on any 
one answer, but I did come to some 
semblance of peace in finding that 
Women’s issues are men’s issues and that 
my presence there testified to that fact. I 
cannot quite put my finger on it, but I know 
that simply making myself present and 
refusing simplistic answers, I was battling 
the dominant binary mindset. 

In fact, I probably learned more 
about masculinity than I did femininity in 
the last year or so. Feminisms gave me 
methods to understand how men can be 
marginalized in unexpected ways. In fact, it 
is as a combat veteran that issues of voice 
and narrative that feminisms most made 
sense. As a veteran, the major narrative 
insists that I am “damaged [psychological] 
goods,” emotionally or physically volatile, 
and perpetually in need of help. After all, 
veterans are far more likely to be homeless 
or commit suicide than our civilian 
counterparts. As a man, society sometimes 
insists that I be domineering, virile, and 
highly competitive. However, none of these 
are things I particularly wish to be. 
Feminisms and their founders rarely 
allowed these dominant narratives to 
pigeon hole them into lives and lifestyles in 
which they were disinterested. The social 

2

constructs they exposed began to be seen 
for the relativizing forces they were. 
Masculinities could use a similar kind of 
subversive instinct in order to get away 
from the dominant and dominating force of 
hegemonic masculinities that make up 
society. 

Here in the Women’s Center, we 
know that we are small fish in a big pond. 
But that does not mean we cannot make a 
few waves. I am the third male co-
coordinator in our many years of being, 
and a fourth male co-coordinator is on deck 
for next year. The past year, we had a 
(continued on page 4)                             
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number of events focused on men in 
ministry and the importance for taking 
seriously what get called “women’s 
issues.” Nikki and I did what we could to 
break down hard and fast vocational 
distinctions between men and women, 
mothers and fathers. We reminded men 
with children that we have a diaper 
changing table in the Women’s Center 
that they could use, and that tampons and 
pads were not ineffable phenomenon that 
get relegated to the realm of girlfriends, 
fiancées, and wives.  Nikki moderated a 
discussion with Dr. Charles Campbell, a 
male faculty member, on preaching and 
other pastor’s roles and the significance 
of women in ministry. We invited ALeese 
Moore-Orbih to give a day-long training 
on domestic violence, in which a number 
of male students participated. Dr. Amy 
Laura Hall and I discussed masculinity 
and mass media in our large lecture hall 
and filled up a majority of the seats there.  

We know that fish in the sea are 
many and their colors and features 
diverse. Men and masculinity are an 
important feature of our focus here at the 
Women’s Center, and we have been 
pleased, if not at times disappointed, at 
the level or participation by male 
students. However, there is much work 
that has yet to be done, and this year has 
been no exception. The world would have 
us believe that the ways things are must 
simply be accepted, that people are set in 
their ways only massive passing of time 
will affect any change. But we know 
better. When I lived in Hawaii before 

4

coming to the Div School, I used to surf the 
big waves off the North Shore of Oahu. The 
waves that would tower over my head, 
however, had their origins in a little ripple, 
stirred up by perhaps the slightest of wind. 
Time helped, but were it not for that stirring, 
nothing short of the breath of God, gave birth 
to and sustained that wave until it crashed to 
shore miles away. 

Masculinities were one of our focuses 
this past year and we know that, even though 
we may have seen just the tip of the iceberg 
as far as participation and embrace, the seeds 
have been planted and the harvest will 
produce much fruit. 

A Word from  
Dr. Mary McClintock 

Fulkerson 
The Women's Center has long 

been an invaluable resource for students 

at Duke Divinity School.  I congratulate 

Nikki and Logan, our co-directors for 

2012-2013, for their wonderful work and 

thank everyone involved for their passion 

and interest in issues that matter for 

everyone.   We welcome Sara Bayles and 

Andrew Klumpp for the upcoming year 

and look forward to new and important 

events. 

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

Fall 2012               Spring 2013 
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Remembering Our Holy Women And The Legacy of Pauli Murray 

Women’s Week 2013 
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we focused on Pauli Murray for the annual Jill 

Raitt Lecture.  

Every year, the Duke Divinity Women's 

Center invites a distinguished speaker to the 

Divinity School. This annual formal lecture is in 

honor of Jill Raitt, the first tenured female 

faculty. This year's Jill Raitt lecturer was Dr. 

Sarah Azaransky of the University of San Diego. 

Dr. Azaransky's research focuses on religion in 

American public life, particularly around issues 

of citizenship, social justice, and civil rights. She 

wrote The Dream is Freedom: Pauli Murray and 

American Democratic Faith (2011).  

Dr. Azransky's lecture was titled “Pauli 

Murray’s Theological Legacy and Resources for 

a Common Freedom Struggle." She challenged 

us to look at Murray’s civil rights activism as 

theological data and to see her entire life as 

theological work, noting that her life as a lawyer 

and civil rights activist and her theology deeply 

informed each other.   

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

Fall 2012               Spring 2013 
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This year’s Women’s Week focused on 

Remembering Our Holy Women.  We spent 

many of our events remembering the legacy of 

a Pauli Murray. Pauli Murray is a Durham native 

and a critical figure at the intersection of the 

civil rights and women’s movements, who 

grounded her calls for democratic 

transformation in Christian concepts of 

reconciliation and the coming kingdom. The 

first African American female episcopal priest, 

she was ordained in 1977.  She lived her life 

working toward civil rights and exploring new 

categories for understanding race, class, 

gender, sexuality, and theology. We offered a 

panel where divinity students in a Pauli Murray 

directed study class shared their projects.  We 

offered space for students to remember Holy 

Women from their own lives through art, and 

1

The Women’s Center was 
honored to welcome Dr. Jill 
Raitt, the first tenured female 
faculty of Duke Divinity, to join 
us for the Jill Raitt lecture given 
by Dr. Sara Azaransky.   

2

 
 
 

Pictured to left: Dr. Mary McClintock-Fulkerson, Dr. 
Jill Raitt, Dr. Sarah Azaransky 
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The Women’s Center is proud of 

junior M.Div student, Jami Britt, who took 

the initiative to plan a documentary viewing 

on sex trafficking.  She invited Pearl 

Ministries to show the movie Nefarious and 

to share about ways students could pray for 

victims of sex trafficking.  The Women’s 

Center is honored to be a resource and 

support to students who come to us with 

their ideas and passions. Thank you Jami!  

The Women’s Center as a Resource 

During Women’s Week 2013, the Women’s Center and New Creation Arts offered a space for 

students to remember their holy women! We set up the Divinity Student Lounge to accommodate 

images/media that honored the holy women who influence us all.   

Remembering Our Holy Women Exhibit 

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

Fall 2012               Spring 2013 
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THOUGHTS FROM NIKKI RAYE RICE: 

 
I have been so grateful for the 

opportunity to serve the DDS community 
through the Women’s Center.  I see all the 
more clearly the necessity for the Women’s 
Center’s presence within the divinity 
community.  Gender issues and the lifting of 
women’s voices and experience are 
absolutely critical to our formation as future 
ministers.  

As I reflect on this leadership 
opportunity, I realize that I have learned a 
great deal about the power of speaking both 
boldly and graciously.  As I interacted with 
those who are different from me, those who 
find my passions and concerns irrelevant, I 
noticed that extending grace created more 
space for conversation.    

I’ve learned that when you offer your 
community challenging perspectives, when 
you cry out for justice and change, that grace 
can help you go a long way to building 
relationships and being heard.  Grace is 
transformative, while wrath is coercive.  Bold 
and gracious; my experience with the 
Women’s Center has challenged me to be this 
kind of minister. Thank you for the opportunity 
to lead and learn through the Duke Divinity 
Women’s Center.   

REFLECTIONS FROM LOGAN MEHL-LAITURI 

I went into my year as a co-coordinator for the 
Women’s Center expecting to challenge assumptions 
about male hetero normativity and what appeared to 
be the rampant disinterest in gender issues at the 
Divinity School. Aware of my reputation as a combat 
veteran and a rather stoic young man, I figured 
seeing that type of person in the center regularly 
would create “buy-in” for a greater diversity of 
students. But by the end of my year there, I wonder if 
the opposite occurred, whether in fact I entered the 
same pseudo-marginalization the Women’s Center 
inhabits. 

In the nine months or so that I was there, I 
discovered more precisely how entrenched in typical 
gender expectations the Church can still be. But 
more importantly, I discovered that the most 
enduring changes occur slowly and they begin 
internally. I can hope that the church will change, but 
I need to focus on changing my own prejudices first, 
and in so doing, a teeny tiny part of the church is 
changed. After all, it was my mom that taught me 
“You are only in control of yourself, so don’t waste 
your energy trying to change other people.” 

The things that I overheard and the issues I 
glimpsed will persist. The church will continue to be 
as crooked as the sinners by which it is constituted. 
But the nature of our faith is such that we have hope. 
Not expectations, but hope. We cannot expect God to 
work within our own schedule or timetable, but she 
will work… usually within us individually in order to 
affect us collectively. I worked at the women’s center 
for about the same time I spent in my mother’s womb. 
In that time, I grew and was nourished in a way that I 
had no control over. Because it is so warm and dark 
in our little office below the library, it too is known as 
The Womb. Life is a series of rebirths, periods meant 
to refine us into better people than we otherwise 
could have been on our own. This past nine months 
wonderfully prepared me to continue to encounter 
the wretched redemptiveness that is our world, and 
for that I am profoundly grateful. 

Reflections From 
The Coordinators 
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Aleese Moore-Orbih  

Duke Divinity School, Durham NC 

Fall 2012               Spring 2013 
 

Domestic Violence Workshop 

 

 

The Women’s Center was proud to co-coordinate with the 

Duke Divinity Methodist House to bring Aleese Moore-Orbih 

in for a Domestic Violence workshop.  It was a powerful and 

educational day.  Aleese equipped participants with the 

basics of domestic violence as a real issue in our society and 

as a pervasive cycle for both victims and abusers. She also 

spoke to the role of the pastor and gave tools for pastoral care.  

The Women’s Center hopes to continue our work of bringing 

practical and necessary training to the Divinity Community.   

 
 

Next Year at the Women’s Center 
Duke Divinity Women’s Center would like to welcome Sara Bayles (middler M.Div) and Andrew 
Klumpp (Senior M.Div) as next year’s co-coordinators.  We are very excited about the energy 
and ideas both of these students will be bringing to the Women’s Center in the coming 
semesters.   
 
 

 
 
 

“Greetings! My name is Andrew Klumpp, 
and I am extremely excited to joining the 
ministry in the Women's Center. I 
currently sing in Duke Chapel's Vespers 
Choir and help lead DDS's Reformed 
Student Association. I look forward to a 
great year in the Women's Center!" 

“I am excited to be part of the 
leadership for the Women's Center 
next year. I look forward to continuing 
to working to further the mission of the 
Women's Center at Duke Divinity.” 
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Our Mission 

The Duke Divinity School Women’s Center supports women in Christian ministry through fellowship, 
education, advocacy, academics, and outreach.  We aim to bring awareness of gender concerns to the 
broader Duke Divinity Community, in order to empower all students for fruitful Christian ministry. 

What We Do 

The Women’s Center serves as a clearinghouse for information on a variety of issues affecting women and 
provides opportunities for interaction, networking, challenge and growth, as well as a sacred space for 
those in the community who experience struggles in their lives or ministries. The Women’s Center 
continues to affirm the Imago Dei in women and men, and views the participation of women as essential in 
all aspects of the body of Christ. 

Want to Support the Women’s Center? 

The Women’s Center and the Gender Theology and Ministry Certificate Program are raising money for an 
endowment that would provide longterm support to enhancing our programs with the expansion of 
training for clergy in response to domestic violence, additional lecture series, scholarships for divinity 
students who earn the certificate and more. 

Contributions may be made to Duke Divinity School (memo line: GTM Program Code 399-2818), and may 
be sent to: 
 
Office of External Relations  
Duke Divinity School  
Box 90966 
Durham, NC 27708-0966 

Contact us 
 

(919) 660-3598 
womenscenter@div.duke.edu 

 
Women’s Center online 

http://divinity.duke.edu/community-student-life/womens-center 
 

Check us out of facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/23222705938/ 

 
Explore past lectures on iTunesU! 

 https://itunes.apple.com/itunes-u/womens-center-at-duke-
divinity/id436188878?mt=10 

 
 


