
  
 

Course of Study 
Summer 2014 

Book List and Pre-Work 
 
 

Course Name: 513—Mission: God’s Transforming Agent. 
 
Instructor: 
Name: Ismael Ruiz-Millán. 
Instructor Email: irmillan@div.duke.edu 
Instructor Phone: (919)323-9158 
 
Number of Books: 4 required, 2 recommended 
 
Book Titles (with author and ISBN number): 
 
Required: 

 Jesus and the Disinherited, by Howard Thurman.  ISBN: 978-08070-1029-7. 
 Life Together, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  ISBN: 978-0-06-060852-1. 

 One Church Many Tribes, by Richard Twiss.  ISBN-13: 978-0-8307-2545-8. 
ISBN-10: 0-8307-2545-8. 

 Voice of the Voiceless, (Pastoral Letters by Oscar Romero and Introductory 
Essays by Jon Sobrino and Ignacio Martín-Baró).   ISBN-13:978-0-88344-525-
9 or ISBN-10: 0-88344-525-5. 

 
Recommended: 

 For the Healing of the Nations, by Justo L. González.  ISBN: 1-57075-273-7. 
 Reconciling All Things, by Emmanuel Katongole & Chris Rice. 

ISBN: 978-0-8308-3451-8. 
 
Pre-Work Assignment: 
 

Ideally, you will have completed all of your readings by the time you 
arrive at our first class session together. If that is not possible, then be sure to 
have read Life Together and Jesus and The Disinherited by the time of our first 
class session. One Church Many Tribes and The Voice of the Voiceless should be 
read by July 4th. 



 
We will begin our class time together examining the ideas set forth in the 

book Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission, by David J. 
Bosch.  (These ideas will be presented via lecture---no pre-reading of Bosch is 
necessary.)  In this ground-breaking book, Bosch challenges the reader to 
identify and explore in detail the different expressions of God’s mission found 
in the Bible.  Specifically, one of the things he does is to spend some time with 
two of the Gospels—Matthew and Luke—and the book of Acts.  Then, he invites 
the reader to consider and let the different expressions of mission found in 
these books to inform the way one understands and participates in God’s 
mission in the world today.   

For your first assignment and in preparation to engage deeper with 
Bosch’s book once you are here in the summer, read the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke, and the Book of Acts and write a 4 - 6 page, typed, double spaced 
paper that includes answers to the following questions:  

(1) What are some of the expressions of mission that you find in these 
books?  

(2) How would you explain one of these expressions to one of your 
parishioners? 

(3) In what ways are these expressions challenging for you, and in what 
ways do you think they would be challenging for your congregation?  

(4) Are there any passages that caught your attention, and why?  
(5) In what ways does your ministry align with some of the expressions 

you found?   
As you answer these questions, be sure to refer to specific examples from 

the readings to illustrate your answers.  The purpose of this assignment is to 
invite you to start reflecting on how God’s mission in the world cannot be 
reduced to just one statement or model, but rather, the way we understand 
God’s mission in the world and become active participants of it should be 
informed by different voices. 

 


