
  
Course of Study 
Summer 2014 

Book List and Pre-Work 
 

 
Course Name: 512 Contemporary Theology 
 This course critically reflects on significant individuals, movements, events, and  
fundamental tenets of the Christian faith that have shaped contemporary theologies  
in the past century or so. Through study of varied theological expressions in the  
modern and postmodern decades, the student enters into the church’s enduring task  
of interpreting, articulating, and enacting the gospel for contemporary life. Attention  
will be given to selected primary sources.  

 
Instructor 
Name: Sam Laurent 
Instructor Email: sjlaurent@gmail.com 
Instructor Phone: (919) 619-0931 
 
Number of Books: 5 
 
Book Titles (with author and ISBN number): 

1. Tillich, Paul. Dynamics of Faith. ISBN: 0060937130  
2. Johnson, Elizabeth. She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist 

Theological Discourse. ISBN:0824519256   
3. Gebara, Ivone. Longing for Running Water: Ecofeminism and Liberation. 

ISBN: 0800631838  
4. Caputo, John D. What Would Jesus Deconstruct?: The Good News of 

Postmodernism for the Church. ISBN:0801031362  
5. Keller, Catherine. On the Mystery: Discerning Divinity in Process. ISBN: 

0800662768  
 
Pre-Work Assignment: 
Before doing any other reading, read chapter 2 of Karl Barth's The Gottingen 
Dogmatics (available via the Digital Karl Barth Library accessible on Duke's 
library site, or contact me for online availability), on the centrality of the 
relationship between theological study and preaching. Strive to read the 
required books before the start of class, taking them in the order listed above, 
as a broad discussion unfolds in roughly chronological order throughout. Some 
brief selections (essays, excerpts) will be made available online and as handouts 



during our time together in July, but these books represent the great bulk of 
the reading. After an introductory session, we will proceed topically, examining 
how the major streams of contemporary theology understand major doctrinal 
issues, such as Christology or Eschatology. 
 

I cannot strongly enough encourage you to take reading notes as you proceed. 
Resist the urge to write down just the points you most like or react to, but also 
note the major moves each theologian makes. In doing this you will create a 
resource that will help with further work (I have referred to years-old reading 
notes for recent sermons). This practice will also help you more quickly refresh 
your memory for class, and will pay dividends when it comes time to write your 
final paper. It will in general greatly increase the value of the time you spend 
reading. 
 

A short (4-page double-spaced) paper will be due on the first day of class. Using 
Barth and at least one other theologian from our course (citing sources, of 
course), argue for the value of theological inquiry to the church, both its 
necessity and limitations. Paying special attention to the relationship of the 
church to history (and remembering that Barth's own viewpoint was profoundly 
shaped by the twin tragedies of the nationalisms of the World Wars and the 
failure of churches to effectively challenge those movements), reflect on how 
God's word is revealed in the church, and how experiences of the modern world 
might shape church proclamations. More concretely, how does theological 
inquiry inform your own preaching, overtly or subtly? Contemporary 
theological movements are informed by particular viewpoints and experiences 
(as, arguably, are all theologies), so think through how your location shapes the 
role of theology in your ministry. 
 
 


