
  
 

Course of Study 
Summer 2014 

Book List and Pre-Work 
 
 

 
Course Name: COS 414 – The Shape of Life in Christ: Personal and Social 
Ethics 
 This course analyzes the biblical and theological bases for Christian 
behavior– personal, professional, and social. Emphasis is given to the 
acquisition of pastoral skills in moral discernment and ethically responsible 
decision making and action.  
 
Instructor: 
Name: Jodi Belcher 
Instructor Email: jodi.belcher@duke.edu 
Instructor Phone: (919) 433-6778 
 
 
Number of Books: 3 
 
Book Titles (with author and ISBN number): 
 

1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works 4 
(Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003). ISBN: 0800683242. $21.00 (paperback). 

2. Ellen F. Davis, Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture: An Agrarian Reading of 
the Bible (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009). ISBN: 0521732239. 
$28.99 (paperback). 

3. Traci C. West, Disruptive Christian Ethics: When Racism and Women’s Lives 
Matter (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006). ISBN: 066422959X. 
$30.00 (paperback). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-Work Assignment: 
 

1. Read the essay “Christ, Reality, and Good” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.   
(Information on how to access this article online will be made available to 
students once the Course of Study office has been notified of their 
application for enrollment in the course.) 

 
 

After reading the essay carefully, write a 2-4-page reflection on the reading 
(typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1-inch margins). The reflection should 
include these three elements: 1) a description of the key points Bonhoeffer 
makes in the essay; 2) a discussion of what you think these key points mean, 
both theologically and “on the ground” ethically; and 3) what you find most 
helpful about the essay, as well as most problematic, and why. Submit the 
reflection paper to me in a Word (PC) or Pages (Mac) file as an email attachment 
by Friday, May 2, 2014. 
 

 
2. Read the following pages of the assigned books by the beginning of the 

first class session (July 14, 2014), together with the listed scripture 
passages: 

a. Discipleship:  
i. pp. 37-99 with Matthew 16:13—20:34 

ii. pp. 100-182 with Matthew 5:1—7:29 
iii. pp. 183-288 with Matthew 10 and I Corinthians 12 

b. Disruptive Christian Ethics: pp. xiii-xxi, 36-179 with Luke 1:26-56 
(ch. 1 of the textbook is not required) 

c. Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture:  
i. Read the introduction and first two chapters (pp. 1-41) 

ii. Pick at least 2 of these chapters to read with the scriptures 
discussed in each: ch. 3 (on Genesis 1), ch. 4 (on Exodus 16), 
ch. 5 (on Leviticus) 

iii. Read chapter 7 with Amos 
iv. Pick at least 2 of these chapters to read: ch. 6 (on local 

economy), ch. 8 (on good work), ch. 9 (on urban agrarianism) 
 

2. Read as many of the additional assigned essays as you can by the 
beginning of the first class session (July 14, 2014). These will also be 
available online, along with a course schedule, by Friday, February 14, 
2014 so that you have ample time to access and read the materials. You 
will receive log in information after the COS Office has been notified of 
your application for enrollment. 
 

3. Find two popular American media sources and two Christian media 
sources that discuss or depict one or more social markers of identity, by 



which I mean designations of race, gender, sexuality, and economic 
status. Sources can be written, visual, or audio and can be as diverse as 
journal or magazine articles, stories, advertisement images, clips from TV 
shows or movies, or music. Study how these sources portray or discuss 
the identity marker(s). Then write a 2-3-page report (in the same style 
format as the reflection paper) that explains: 1) what the sources are; 2) 
how they depict or discuss the marker(s) of identity; and 3) the 
theological and/or ethical significance of these depictions/discussions 
from your perspective. The report is due by email or in person at the 
beginning of our first class session, July 14, 2014. Be prepared to share 
your findings with everyone in a class session later in the week. (If you 
can, please bring a hard or electronic copy of one or more of your 
sources with you to show the class.) 

 


