
  
Course of Study 
Summer 2014 

Book List and Pre-Work 
 
 

 
Course Name: 413 Worship and Sacraments 
 This course examines the sacraments, rites, and liturgy of The United Methodist  
Church and the pastor’s role as worship leader.  

 
Instructor 
Name: Rev. Meghan Feldmeyer 
Instructor Email: Meghan.feldmeyer@duke.edu 
Instructor Phone: 919-684-8478 
 
 
Number of Books: 5 
 
Book Titles (with author and ISBN number): 
 

1. Hickman, Hoyt L., Worshiping with United Methodists (revised ed.) 
(Abingdon Press, 2007). ISBN-13: 978-0-687-33526-8 

 
2. Hickman, Hoyt L., et. al. The New Handbook of the Christian Year 

(Abingdon Press, 1992) ISBN 0-687-27760-4  
 

3. Long, Kimberly Bracken, The Worshiping Body: The Art of Leading 
Worship (Westminster John Knox Press, 2009) ISBN 978-0-664-23311-2 

 
4. The United Methodist Book of Worship (Abingdon Press, 1992) 

 
5. The United Methodist Hymnal (Abingdon Press, 1987) 

 
Readings online: 
 
By Water and the Spirit: A United Methodist Understanding of Baptism 
      (http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/by-water-the-spirit-baptism-study) 
 

http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/by-water-the-spirit-baptism-study


 
This Holy Mystery: A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion 

(http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/this-holy-mystery-communion-
study/P10?orderby=resource_display_date&sort=desc) 

 
 
 
Pre-Work Assignment: 
 
Please complete the readings by the time you arrive for Course of Study, 
focusing on the two online articles on baptism and communion, as well as the 
Hoyt Hickman book Worshiping with United Methodists. With some books, 
including the Book or Worship and Hymnal, you do not need to read cover-to-
cover, but please familiarize yourself with the table of contents, indexes, etc. so 
you will be well-equipped to navigate them both.  

When you arrive for your first day of class, you will have one assignment due, 
based on the scenario below: 

One Sunday after church, one of the young people from your church, 10-year 
old Sarah, comes up to you in the post-sermon line and starts peppering you 
with questions about baptism. Her best friend from school was just baptized at 
a Baptist church and told Sarah that since Sarah didn’t remember her baptism 
she wasn’t truly baptized. Sarah would like to know what exactly a sacrament 
is? What is really going on in baptism? Should be baptized again? Does it 
matter that she was only sprinkled when her friend was dunked? Because the 
line is forming and you don’t have the ability to address all these questions and 
you tell Sarah you will write her a letter this week to try and answer her 
questions. 

Please write an approximately 3-page, double-spaced, age-appropriate letter to 
Sarah explaining to her the United Methodist understanding of baptism. Please 
be sure to answer the questions she posed, while also having a spirit of charity 
about the beliefs of her best friend. Please do not feel like you have to include an 
exhaustive summary of By Water and the Spirit in this letter (that is not the point 
of the exercise), but use the letter as an opportunity to think through how you 
explain the mystery of baptism to a child.  

 

http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/this-holy-mystery-communion-study/P10?orderby=resource_display_date&sort=desc
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/this-holy-mystery-communion-study/P10?orderby=resource_display_date&sort=desc

