
  
 

Course of Study 
Summer 2014 

Book List and Pre-Work 
 
 

Course Name: COS 411—Hebrew Bible II 
 This course continues to examine the Word of God as it was expressed through  
some of Israel’s prophets, selected psalms, and passages from the Book of Job.  
  

Instructor: 
Name: James Ashmore 
Instructor Email: jashmore@shawu.edu 
Instructor Phone: (919) 699-3263 
 
Number of Books: 4 
 
 
Book Titles (with author and ISBN number): 
 

1. HarperCollins Bible Dictionary. Revised and Updated Edition. Mark Allan 
Powell.  

 ISBN 0061469068 
2. A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament. 2nd Edition. Birch, 

Brueggemann, Fretheim, and Petersen. 
ISBN 068706676X 

3. Elements of Biblical Exegesis. Revised and Expanded Edition. Michael J. 
Gorman.  

 ISBN 0801046408   
 

4. Students with last names A through M: 
Battered Love, Renita Weems 

ISBN 0800629485 
Students with last names N through Z: 
Unleashing the Scripture, Stanley Hauerwas 

ISBN 0687316782 
 
 



 
 
Pre-Work Assignment: Please make sure you have read Weems (students with 
last names A through M) or Hauerwas (students with last names N through Z) 
prior to arriving for class. Students will find it very helpful to have completed a 
draft of the book review before the course starts (details below). 
 
Book Review 
Purpose 
This assignment is an exercise in critical reading, a skill that all students should 
develop.  The assignment has four parts, and must not exceed eight pages.   
The following parts must be in the paper in the following order.   
 
1. Identification (5%) 
Identify the book through standard bibliographic format.   
2. Contents (20%) 
Briefly give a factual summary of the main points the author makes. 
3. Thesis (10%) 
State the author's thesis, that is, the main point the author wishes to convey.  
Note whether or not a thesis is explicitly stated or only implied.   
4. Evaluation (65% total) 
This is the most important part of the assignment and should constitute the 
bulk of the paper. 
Does the author successfully demonstrate his/her point? (30%) 
How effective is the author in proving the thesis of the book?  Why is the 
author’s argument effective or ineffective?  What about the author’s argument 
is persuasive or not persuasive and why?  You should make specific references 
to the evidence the author employs.  You should also note other ways of 
interpreting this evidence, in so far as you are able to determine this.   
What is the author’s attitude toward the subject? (15%) 
By specific reference to the author's work, describe the author’s attitude to the 
subject matter.  Does the author generally appear objective?  Does she/he 
reveal a particular attitude towards the subject matter?  How does this effect 
the way he/she evaluates the evidence?   
Are there others who agree or disagree? (10%) 
Does the author mention other positions on the issue(s) he/she discusses?  
How does he/she evaluate these positions?  Does he/she appear to be fair in 
these evaluations?     
Does the book contribute to your understanding of the subject? (10%) 
You should include consideration of whether or not this book is worth reading.  
Does it contribute significantly to scholarly debate?  Did it help you to 
understand the issue better or only confuse you?  Would you recommend this 
book to others interested in the topic? 
 

 


