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Book List and Pre-Work 
 
 

 
Course Name: 212 Historical Theology: Early and Medieval 

This course reflects critically on significant individuals, decisive events, 
and fundamental tenets of the Christian faith as found in the early church and 
in medieval Christianity. Utilizing the categories of grace and faith as focusing 
lenses, the student appropriates the Christian heritage and enters into the 
church’s ongoing task of interpreting, articulating, and enacting the gospel for 
contemporary life. There is some use of primary sources.  
 
Instructor 
Name: Katie M. Benjamin 
Instructor Email: kmb39@duke.edu 
Instructor Phone: 727-412-0212 
 
 
Number of Books: 2 
 
Book Titles (with author and ISBN number): 
 

1. Gonzalez, Justo L., The Story of Christianity, Vol. 1: The Early Church to 
the Dawn of the Reformation (HarperOne, 2 ed., 2010) (ISBN 006185588X) 

2. Placher, William C., Readings in the History of Christian Theology, Volume 
1: From its Beginnings to the Eve of the Reformation (Westminster John 
Knox Press, 1988) (ISBN 0664240577) 

 
Pre-Work Assignment: 
 
(1) Please read Justo Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, Vol. 1, pp. 1 – 446. 
Choose one (1) chapter from this text that interests you and write two pages 
(double-spaced) in summary and response. Please summarize the major people, 
events, and themes of the chapter in one page, and respond in the rest of your 
paper to the material, dealing with questions such as, “What did I learn here 



that struck me?”; “Why is this material significant for the church today?”; “What 
other questions do I have about this topic?” 
 
(2) In addition to the chapter selected above, choose one (1) of the following 
topics and write two pages (double-spaced) in summary and response. Please 
summarize the chapter from Gonzalez (one page), and respond to the material 
(one page), dealing with questions such as, “What passages in the Bible likely 
played a role in this controversy?”; “Why is this material significant for the 
church today?”; and “What other questions do I have about this topic?” 
 
 (a) The Trinitarian Controversy 
 Gonzalez, Ch. 17 “The Arian Controversy and the Council of Nicaea” 
 Suggested Reading: Placher, pp. 48-55 (Athanasius, On the Incarnation;  

Arius, Letter to Eusebius of Nicomedia; The Nicene Creed;  
Athanasius, First Discourse Against the Arians) 

 
 (b) The Christological Controversy 
 Gonzalez, Ch. 28 “Eastern Christianity” 
 Suggested Reading: Placher, pp. 68-75 (Nestorius, First Sermon Against  

the Theotokos, Cyril of Alexandria, First Letter to Nestorius, Leo the  
Great, The Tome of Leo, The Definition of Chalcedon) 

 
 

 


