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CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINARS 
 

 
Carole Baker 
Renewed By Tradition: Icons in Faith and Practice 
This seminar explores the history, theology, and practice of traditional icon writing.  During Session 1, we will 
consider the history and theology of holy icons in the Christian tradition.  In Session 2: Carole Baker will 
demonstrate the ancient icon writing process and lead a meditative exercise centered on the practice of gilding. 
You will keep a gilded prayer for further contemplation. Baker, M.T.S.’04, is an artist and associate in research at 
Duke Divinity School. 
 
Jason Byassee 
Allegory: Jesus' Way to Draw Us into Scripture 
Reading scripture is a matter of learning to adore every inch of God’s body. In this seminar, we will look at 
ancient ways of reading with an eye to learning how to pay lavish attention to the body of Christ in our own 
ministries.  Jason Byassee has a master of divinity and doctorate from Duke University and was until July the 
editor Faith & Leadership’s Call & Response blog and research fellow in theology and leadership at Duke Divinity 
School.  He currently serves as senior pastor at Boone United Methodist Church in Boone, N.C. 
 
Charles Campbell 
Jazz and Preaching 
This seminar explores preaching through the art of jazz.  Listen to music and discuss the insights jazz offers into 
the practice of preaching, the shape of the sermon, and the life of the preacher.  Charles Campbell holds a Ph.D. 
in theology and ethics from Duke University and is professor of homiletics at Duke Divinity School.  His work 
focuses on the biblical, theological, and ethical dimensions of preaching. 
 
Stephen Chapman 
Handel's Messiah as Christian Exegesis 
Handel's famous oratorio was written to instruct as well as to entertain. Charles Jennens, his librettist, drew on 
the church's long tradition of messianic Old Testament interpretation in order to refute deistic objections to the 
divinity of Christ. By studying the use of biblical texts in this musical masterpiece Christians today can relearn the 
ancient art of christological exegesis.  Stephen Chapman is associate professor of Old Testament at Duke Divinity 
School and a gifted musician. 
 
Jeff Conklin-Miller 
The Art of Youth Ministry 
What role do the arts play in youth ministry?  How is youth ministry itself the practice of a particular kind of 
“art”?  Through theological and practical reflection and exposure to the integration of art in the Duke Youth 
Academy for Christian Formation, participants will develop a vision for the role of the arts in the contexts of 
youth ministry they serve. Jeff Conklin-Miller is the Director of Youth Ministry Initiatives at Leadership Education 
at Duke Divinity School. 
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Tevyn East 
Movement as Medicine, Play and Prayer  
Through simple practices and guided exploration, movement informs and prompts us to articulate personal 
journey, to explore relationship and community dynamic, and to animate larger social and political realities. 
Building attention to the nuances of our experience, we will look at how the Spirit’s urgings live more in the 
transitions then in the destinations. Tevyn East is artistic director and performer for the Affording Hope 
Project, and is touring the country for the second time, presenting Leaps and Bounds in churches, colleges, and 
seminaries. 
 
Richard Heitzenrater 
A History of the Arts in the Church 
Approaching the subject in a multifaceted way, including such topics as architecture, printing, music, and stained 
glass, this seminar will consider the arts historically, with an eye toward their role in the present life of the 
church. Richard Heitzenrater is William Kellon Quick professor emeritus of church history and Wesley studies.  
Both a scholar and an artist, he earned his A.B., B.D., and Ph.D. degrees from Duke University.   
 
Willie Jennings 
Embodying a Tradition of Innovation: Lessons from Karl Barth and Jazz Musicians  
A crucial skill of ministry is to learn how to help people make productive use of the past, not only in terms of 
texts, doctrines, ideas, and rituals, but also in terms of past traumas, betrayals, suffering, and loss. How might 
we make pain (born of the past) productive, participating in the Christological action of Romans 8:28-29? 
Drawing on the genius of Barth and several jazz musicians, we will tease out crucial lessons for Christian life and 
ministry. Willie Jennings earned his Ph.D. at Duke University and is associate professor of theology and black 
church studies at Duke Divinity School. 
 
Wes McClure 
The Journey from Vision to Reality: A Look at Church Architecture 
Church planning and design are a fusion of art and practicality. In this seminar, Wes McClure, FAIA, will draw on 
four decades of experience in meeting the facility needs of religious communities to share case studies that 
apply a consistent planning and design process. McClure, an award-winning architect, lives in Raleigh. 
 
Joy Moore 
Poetry, Prose, and Performance: The Art of Communication 
Life and art have a tendency to mingle together in mutual imitation. If we consider Christianity as essentially a 
communication event and the sermon as an exercise in imagination, preachers can glean much from concepts of 
beauty and artistic expression. Explore what could occur if we judged the beauty of preaching not merely as 
rhythmic imagery and lyrical language but also as the formation of a community that lives justly.  Joy Moore is 
associate dean for black church studies and church relations and visiting assistant professor, homiletics and the 
practice of ministry at Duke Divinity School. 
 
Enuma Okoro 
Writing As Faithful Discipline 
Writing memoirs and creative nonfiction for the up-building of God’s kingdom requires a willingness both to tell 
our stories and listen to the stories of others. How can writing enact midwifery, pilgrimage, and town-crier? How 
does reading inform the practice of writing?  In this seminar, we will discuss examples and you will begin to 
write your own piece.  Enuma Okoro D’03, author of Reluctant Pilgrim, is a freelance writer, speaker, consultant 
and workshop leader, and a former director of Duke Divinity School’s Center for Theological Writing. 
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Katherine Owen 
Drawn Into Worship and Prayer 
Physically praying by using art materials can open connections to God, especially for those for whom “word 
prayers” don’t work.  This seminar will use visual arts to draw people into worship and contemplative prayer, 
offering us the opportunity to experience several different methods of praying together. Katherine Owen D’87 is 
a skilled potter and workshop leader. 
 
Tracy Radosevic 
The Word Made Flesh: Biblical Storytelling as Oral Exegesis 
 “I've heard that scripture all my life, but it's like I heard it for the first time today!" This is a common response 
when people experience the Word after it has been embodied, lived and performed. Come learn techniques of 
spiritual practices that will draw you into scripture and scripture into you, and, as a result, make the 
proclamation of the Word that much more engaging for your congregations. Tracy Radosevic D’87 is an 
internationally-acclaimed storyteller, educator, and retreat facilitator. 
 
Lester Ruth 
Passionate, Evocative Theology: The Wisdom of Historical Songwriters 
Must theology quench passion for God?  Not if some of the greatest song writers in church history, including 
Charles Wesley, are examples.  In this seminar, we will consider the great lyrics of the past and learn how to use 
song writing and song selection to wed theology and love for God.  Lester Ruth is the new professor of Christian 
worship at Duke Divinity School. 
 
Tim Ternes 
From Inspiration to Illumination: An Immersion in the Saint John’s Bible 
The Saint John’s Bible is being written by hand and illustrated by a team of calligraphers and artists, illuminating 
the Word of God for a new millennium.  This is the first time that this ancient Benedictine tradition has been 
attempted in the last 500 years. When complete, the bible will span seven volumes, each two feet by three feet 
in size, weighing a combined 165 pounds. In this seminar, we will learn more about how this remarkable 
undertaking came about and explore Visio Divina, the practice of praying through images. Tim Ternes is director 
of The Saint John’s Bible. 
 
Jeremy Troxler 
Deep-Fried Word: Translating Scripture in Rural Culture 
Many seminary-trained church leaders struggle with the art of making the gospel applicable to rural contexts. 
Drawing on the writing of Lesslie Newbigin, Clarence Jordan, and Eugene Peterson, in this seminar, we will 
ponder what NASCAR drafting has to do with the Holy Spirit, and why Brunswick stew is an image of the ministry 
of reconciliation.  Jeremy Troxler, D’92, is director of the Thriving Rural Communities initiative at Duke Divinity 
School. 
 
Bill Turner  
The Art of African-American Preaching 
The art and tradition of African-American preaching continues to be a powerful force in the life of the church.  
This seminar will look at the history, form, and continuing strength of African-American preaching. William 
Turner earned his B.S., M.Div., and Ph.D. degrees from Duke University.  He serves as associate professor of the 
practice of homiletics and pastor of Mt. Level Baptist Church in Durham, N.C. 
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Sam Wells 
The Art of Preaching 
What makes a good sermon? This seminar addresses the question and offers two examples, complete with 
analysis and discussion. We also will engage in a discussion of the role of the arts in preaching.  Sam Wells is 
dean of Duke University Chapel and research professor of Christian ethics at Duke Divinity School. 
 
Norman Wirzba 
Imagining Creation and Scripture 
This seminar examines several “portraits” of creation as found in scripture.  We also will develop a “creation 
imagination” as a way to live better in God’s world.  Norman Wirzba is research professor of theology, ecology, 
and rural life at Duke Divinity School and lectures internationally on themes of creation and Christianity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


