
 

OLIVIER  MESSIAEN,  VISIONS  DE  L’AMEN  
 
 

THE  SE VEN  MO VEMEN TS  

 

Entrants are asked to read the following notes and to listen to a 

recording of the Visions de l’Amen, offering a response to both 

text and music in the medium of photography. One photograph 

per person may be submitted in each of the seven categories. 

These are the texts that the audience will have beneath each 

photograph. So your entry should relate to the appropriate text 

and the music you hear.    

 

 
I.   AMEN DE LA CRÉATION  

(AMEN  OF  CREATI ON) 
And God said “Let there be light!” The “theme of creation” arises from the 

 dark depths, steady, solemn and hymn-like. As the daylight gradually swells 

and expands, bell-like chords ring ever louder, glistening like precious stones 

turned in the sunlight.   

 

II.   AMEN DES ÉTOILES ,  DE LA PLANÈTE À L ’ANNEAU  
(AMEN  OF  TH E S TARS ,  OF THE RIN GED  PL ANE T) 
We join an unstoppable astronomical turbine, a ferocious, uncontainable 

dance. The multi-ringed Saturn, other planets and ceaselessly spinning stars  

all shout their “Amen” of assent to the Creator. 

 

III.   AMEN DE L ’AGONIE DE JÉSUS  
(AMEN  OF  TH E AG ONY  OF  JES US) 
In the garden, sweating with blood, we hear Jesus’ agonised “Let it be” to his 

Father: “My Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink of it, 

thy will be done.” Christ bears the intensity of God’s verdict on the world’s 

wrongdoing. He cries out, laments, sighs, sweats blood. Only in this way can 

humanity be re-made. 

(C O N T ’D  N E X T  P A G E )  



 

 
 
 
 
 
IV.   AMEN DU DÉSIR  

(AMEN  OF  DESI RE) 
Divine love evokes an “Amen” from the soul: a desire for communion with God. 

We hear the profound tenderness and tranquility of the harmonious paradise 

which beckons, and the intense and passionate human yearning for that 

glorious fulfillment.   

 

V.    AMEN DES ANGES,  DES SAINTS ,  DU CHANT DES OISEAUX   
(AMEN  OF  TH E ANG ELS ,  OF THE  SAIN TS ,  OF  BI RD  SONG )  
Transparent and effortless, the angels and saints offer their “Amen” of praise to 

God in pure song. Nightingales, blackbirds, finches and warblers, join the 

ecstatic vocal chorus of unselfconscious adoration.   

 

VI.   AMEN DU JUGEMENT  
(AMEN  OF  TH E J UDGE MENT) 
God’s “Let it be” takes the form of judgement. The severity of the verdict  

on those who spurn God’s love is played out with rhythmic austerity, 

transparency and total clarity.   

 

VII .   AMEN DE LA CONSOMMATION  
(AMEN  OF  TH E CONS UMM ATION) 
The dazzling culmination of the created world promised in Christ – God’s final  

“Let it be,” in which all things find their dance-like fulfillment. The “theme of 

creation” returns, and is transformed in wave upon wave of childlike joy, with 

spirals of bells joining a cosmic crescendo of ever more vibrant and virtuosic color.   

 


