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After a rigorous week of academic study, personal reflection, and 

communal worship at the January meeting of the African Great 

Lakes Initiative Leadership Institute in Kampala, Uganda, 150 

African and U.S. clergy and practitioners returned to their home 

countries with the message that reconciliation is costly. 

“Reconciliation must be defined on God’s terms, not ours,” said 

Emmanuel Ndikumana of Burundi, executive director of Partners 

Trust International. “The number one challenge for leaders for 

reconciliation is about theological and contextual reflection — 

struggling with our discoveries and becoming restless. If we take 

the mission of God as our mission, we will struggle with our 

governments, our families, and ourselves.” 

 

Ndikumana said that the 2013 GLI provided critical time for him 

and his fellow Burundians to get to know each other better, to 

become more unified in their visions of reconciliation, and to 
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The Great Lakes Initiative is a 
community of restless Christian leaders seeking 
to embody God’s vision of reconciliation and to 
inspire, form and support other leaders in the 
Great Lakes Region of East Africa through 
community, formation and learning shaped by 
biblically inspired content and methodologies.   
The African Great Lakes Initiative is a 
partnership of Duke Divinity School’s Center for 
Reconciliation with African Leadership and 
Reconciliation Ministries, Mennonite Central 
Committee, and World Vision. 
 

Participants at the 2013 African Great  
Lakes Initiative gathered at Lake Victoria  

to pray for peace in the region.   

PeaceNotes, the GLI Newsletter, appears each April, July, and October to lift up stories of lament and hope, reconciliation, and new creation in 
East Africa.  Send your stories, prayers, and news to reconciliation@div.duke.edu 

Continued on Page 2 

David Otim, representing Mennonite Central Committee Uganda at GLI, 

talks to an institute participant during one of the daily tea breaks. 

African Great Lakes Institute brought together 150 diverse clergy 

and practictioners to interrogate the demands of reconciliation — 

and to accept its gifts 

 



COST OF RECONCILIATION (Continued from Page 1) 
  

Ndikumana said that the 2013 GLI Institute provided critical time for him and his fellow Burundians to get to know 

each other better, to become more unified in their visions of reconciliation, and to prepare for the challenges ahead. 

What does it mean for a group of Christians to stand for reconciliation in the midst of deeply-rooted ethnic, 

socioeconomic, and governmental tensions? 

 

A Collective Misson, A Ripe Moment 
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The Institute provided time for participants from Burundi, the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, 

Tanzania, Uganda, and other countries to attend plenary sessions 

that explored how to live into new visions of reconciliation in the 

midst of conflict. The plenaries offered opportunities for 

reflecting on the current contexts of their countries, lamenting the 

pain of their histories of war and violence, examining their 

specific roles as leaders, and recognizing that reconciliation is 

God’s work. In addition, participants became more unified in 

their ministries of reconciliation by meeting in country-specific 

groups and by hearing voices from diverse faith backgrounds.  

Maggy Barankitse shared her radical story of reconciliation 

during Burundi’s civil war during one main plenary session. 

Barankitse’s forgiveness of those who had killed her family 

members led her to parent former child soldiers and children 

orphaned during the country’s civil war at the home she 

established in Burundi called Maison Shalom, or House of Peace. 

Fr. Martin Vuni of South Sudan, Dr. Warren Smith of the United 
States, and Maggy Barankitse of Burundi pose for a photos on the 

shores of Lake Victoria Jan. 19, 2013.  

She challenged the participants to prioritize reconciliation efforts as their collective mission for the East African 

region. “I was thinking about Maggy when I was preparing this message,” said plenary speaker Katho 
Bungishabaku of the Democratic Republic of Congo, who lectured on the prophetic witness of Jeremiah. “If war 
undermines what Maggy is doing, will we sit back and give up? Jeremiah says no. We will be there and 
witness…The Bible never told us that later days will be marvelous. Our prayer to the Lord, is that we see that 
which is not conspicuous, that which others do not see. Jeremiah says involve me, and I will respond. In 
Jeremiah 33:3, God says, ‘Call on me and I will respond and show you great things that are hidden, things that 
you don’t know.’ That should be our responsibility.”  

GLI Ambassador Wilfred Mlay of Tanzania shared that hearing testimonies of GLI participants has challenged him to 

think about how a stranger can become an authentic companion simply through sharing stories — and the unity that 

arises from that shared experience. 

Theology in Action 

Conversations about unity and leadership continued throughout the week, but this year’s Institute also moved beyond 

mere words. Authentic reconciliation took place. Early in the week, Rwandan and Congolese church leaders felt at 

odds with one another due to ongoing political tensions between their two countries.  At the end of the week’s teaching 

and worship, they came together to speak truthfully, to confess, to pray, and to ask for forgiveness of one another. 

They also made concrete plans to continue this reconciliation journey together  — an encounter that has the power to 

change an entire region. 

“God wants your heart to be touched by what is happening in our region,” plenary speaker Faith Mlay of Tanzania 

said. “Allow your heart to be touched and see what happens after you leave here.” 

 

Now in its seventh year, the Great Lakes Initiative is a partnership of African Leadership and Reconciliation 

Ministries, Mennonite Central Committee, World Vision and Duke Divinity School’s Center for Reconciliation.  

 

 

http://www.faithandleadership.com/multimedia/love-made-me-inventor
http://www.divinity.duke.edu/initiatives-centers/center-reconciliation
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A Memorial to the Buta Martyrs 
 

A translated excerpt from Fr. Zacharie Bukuru’s Les quarante jeunes martyrs de Buta (Burundi 1997):  
Frères à la vie, à la mort, Karthala, 2004.  Translated by Jodi Mikalachki. 

 A full English translation of the book will be completed in 2013. 
 
 

As a plenary speaker at the 2013 GLI, Fr. Zacharie Bukuru 

shared his story of ministering to a group of young 

seminarians who were later executed during Burundi’s civil 

war. Read this excerpt from his book, The Forty Young 

Martyrs of Buta (Burundi 1997): Brothers in Life and Death: 

 

On April 30, 1997, 40 young Burundians between 16 and 24 

years of age were ignominiously murdered at the minor 

seminary where they were students. Ordered by their 

attackers to separate by ethnicity, they remained together, 

choosing to die rather than betray their ideal of brotherhood. 

They had some premonition of their death, and it seems they 

were prepared to meet it. It took place in Buta, in the 

province of Bururi in southern Burundi. At the time, I was 

the rector of their seminary… 

 

I have a duty to offer a memorial. We do not have the right to   

forget    what    happened    at   Buta.    As   a   direct  witness  

to the martyrdom of these young people,  I must render them 
 

homage for having generously given their lives, in the hope that our country will find the path of peace. Generations to 

come must know exactly what happened so that such a thing will never again take place anywhere… 

 

Sometimes, people who hear me recalling the tragedy of Buta feel ill at ease because of the way I talk about death. 

Indeed, I do not present the deaths at Buta as a tragedy or an abomination out of which no good can come. What lies 

behind my ability to confront a subject that many find difficult is the irrational conviction that death does not have the 

final word on our existence. Let the reader understand me. All the work of preparation I underwent over a period of 

ten years, through premonitions of what would happen to us, cleared a space of freedom in me where death, and all 

fear of what becomes of us after our earthly life, lost their purchase.  

 

I understood that life does not belong to us, and that hating someone is no excuse for killing whenever and however 

we want. Nor can we preserve those whom we love from death. Both life and death are mysteries that the human spirit 

cannot comprehend on its own. 

 

That is how my heart was rid of any great anguish in order to make room for something else: festive joy. It was this 

joy that was interrupted by the cannons of April 30, and yet lost no time in returning a while after the attack. It is still 

there, growing from day to day, always mysterious, silent and nourishing, often incomprehensible. Sometimes it is as 

unbearable as the noise of the cannons and the suffering I underwent on the morning of April 30.  

 

And yet in another sense, it is the joy of Psalm 29: 30: “You have turned my mourning into dancing.”  



Being Father Emmanuel 
 

By Chris tina  Holder  
Pea ceN otes  Sta ff  Writ er  

 
After more than a decade of teaching at Duke University as an associate professor of theology and world Christianity 

and serving as the co-director of the Center for Reconciliation, Emmanuel Katongole began his tenure  

as an associate professor of theology and peace studies at Notre Dame in January 2013. 

 

 On his final day at Duke Divinity School this past 

December, Emmanuel Katongole sat in his office 

surrounded by boxes. The space was sparse, but 

Katongole’s memories were bountiful. 

He recalled his journey as a Catholic priest among 

mostly Protestant students at Duke. 

“This place, in a strange way, has helped me to 

appreciate my call, my vocation. It’s amazing how I 

am invited to live into that more here, in a Protestant 

setting,” he said. “When the students first come, they 

call me ‘Professor Katongole.’ The other students 

then get to know me more through my classes and so 

forth, and they call me ‘Dr. K,’ which is just a sign 

of endearment. But other students get to know me 

even more, and they call me ‘Father Emmanuel.’” 

That final identification among Protestant students 

helped Katongole continue to affirm his call as a 

priest and encouraged him in his role at Duke. 

“I have discovered that, actually, the most important 

thing about me here is being Father Emmanuel,” 

Katongole said. “That’s unique. And so I have 

claimed it.” 

During his time at Duke, Katongole was a key 

leader, along with current Center for Reconciliation 

Director Chris Rice, in building the center and its 

programs.  

Katongole played a formative role in several two-

week “Pilgrimages of Pain and Hope” to Uganda and 

Rwanda and in an internship that Duke offers in his 

home country of Uganda. The internship places 

Divinity students in a Catholic parish for 10 weeks of 

ministerial work and gives them the opportunity to 

make connections between their Divinity School 

education and the hope-filled communities that 

minister in the midst of challenges. 
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Katongole said that he has cherished the opportunity to help 

students gain “a sense of connection and feeling that Africa is 

part of who we are and we are part of what Africa is.”  

In January of this year Katongole began his tenure as an 

associate professor of theology and peace studies at Notre 

Dame University. In addition to his teaching duties, 

Katongole also has a strategic research role with the 

Contending Modernities initiative at Notre Dame’s Kroc 

Institute. Contending Modernities is a cross-cultural, 

interdisciplinary education project that examines the 

interaction of Catholic, Muslim, and secular institutions. 

Katongole said he hopes that the initiative will bring greater 

understanding in a world in which many people act “as if the 

only way to be heard is to shut down or eliminate the other.” 

While Katongole has departed CFR, he will continue to be a 

presence at the Great Lakes Initiative as a teacher and a 

mentor. “For over 10 years, Emmanuel and I have journeyed 

from Duke, to Mississippi, to Uganda together.  What we 

experienced in the Center’s ministry is far more than we 

could ask or imagine,” Rice said.  “Now God is calling 

Emmanuel to a new place.  The loss is real, but God is 

growing the mission of reconciliation through this.  We will 

remain deeply connected.” 

 

Katongole said that serving as a Catholic theologian among Protestant 

students helped him continue to affirm his call as a priest at Duke. 

 

http://kroc.nd.edu/research/religion-conflict-peacebuilding/contending-modernities


  

Moving Forward: 
GLI Institute Reflections 

 
 
 
 

By Wilfred Mlay 
GLI Ambassador 

 

 

2013 GLI 
Theme Song 

 
 
 

GLI participants sang a song each 

morning of the Institute as a way to 

enter into worship, to prepare for the 

day’s teachings, and to form 

community throughout the journey of 

the week-long institute. Read the lyrics 

of the theme song below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

‘Til All Things Are Reconciled 
 

By Rebecca Mosley  

and Josephine Munyeli 

 



 

We your people sing your praises 

As together we are sent 

to reveal your new creation 

In the shadows of lament. 

Give us courage for the journey, 

Shepherd Jesus be our guide; 

Help us lead with hope and passion, 

Til all things are reconciled 

 

 

Bon Berger ton peuple t'adore 

Ici en Mission pour toi 

A travers les lamentations 

Vient la nouvelle création 

Guide nous sur ce voyage 

Et nous aurons la Passion 

Le courage et l’Esperance 

Pour la reconciliation 
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The 2013 Institute was an important milestone on the GLI journey. It 

was the seventh annual coming together of GLI participants, with the 

largest number and the most diverse representation ever from the Great 

Lakes Region and beyond. 

 

I was again amazed by the way the Holy Spirit moved among us with 

new gifts to nourish our continuing journey. After 7 years together 

under the shepherding of Duke Center for Reconciliation, strong, new 

voices spoke during the Institute week: Christian leaders from the region 

and the GLI Partner Institutions should play the leading role in the next 

chapter of the GLI. This is the challenge that will be placed before the 

next meeting of the GLI Partners in April 2013.  

 

My prayer is that we will embrace a new life for the GLI, with 

leadership and resources coming largely from the region.  

 

I see the growth of the GLI being like the mustard seed (Matthew13:31). 

A gathering of a small band of Christian leaders fired by a vision of 

‘God reconciling the world to himself in Christ’, took place in Uganda 

in 2006, in the heart of the turbulence and conflicts of the countries of 

the Great Lakes.  

 

Over the years, without an elaborate blue print for the future, each GLI 

gathering became a stepping stone to what is now an annual Institute, 

each year attracting over a hundred gifted, dedicated but restless 

Christian leaders from diverse Christian traditions and professions.  

 

The voices calling for more regional leadership during the January 2013 

Institute were first heard at the GLI Partners meeting in Kigali, in July 

2012. Much preparatory work has already been done. We have drafted 

statements for the vision, mission and core values of the GLI we 

envision in the next chapter.   

 

What is needed now is a commitment to ownership and leadership 

by regional Leaders and Partners. It will take the same faith, 

courage and humility of the founding GLI members to step into the 

next chapter of the GLI.  

 

Decades of human efforts through diplomacy, peace initiatives, political 

and military solutions have failed to halt the conflicts and atrocities in 

the region. The GLI affirms that reconciliation and peace in the Great 

Lakes, as elsewhere, does not begin with human efforts. It begins with 

God’s initiative. He desires to restore the region to His original purpose. 

So He is entrusting us with the on-going work of reconciliation for the 

Great Lakes.  



   

To contact the African Great Lakes Initiative, email reconciliation@div.duke.edu  
 

Wilfred Mlay, GLI Ambassador  (wilfredmlay@gmail.com)   +255.784785578      www.dukereconciliation.org 

 

After graduating from college, Cathy Groenendijk-

Nabukwasi says that she wanted to “leave all the sorrow” 

of her home in East Africa. But a love of her people 

prompted her to stay.  

 

When she moved to Juba, South Sudan, Cathy noticed 

the large number of girls who worked as prostitutes in 

Juba in order to survive. They felt under constant threat, 

as they did not live in safe homes and sometimes were 

captured by men who would assault them. Cathy formed 

friendships with the girls, and then she went door to door 

asking for money to start an organization that would help 

orphaned children — most especially young, vulnerable 

girls and women. Eventually her persistence and faith 

provided them with food, safe housing, and money to go 

to school.  

 

Today Cathy’s ministry to young women and orphaned 

children in Juba is called Confident Children out of 

Conflict. She shared her story at the 2013 GLI. 

 

“This Institute has allowed me to embrace my struggles 

and reminds me that I have to carry my cross and follow 

Christ daily,” she said. “I had no sleep for one year until 

I began to minister to sexually-abused girls in Juba.  I did 

not know that I was traveling the journey of 

reconciliation toward new creation.  I asked ‘Why me 

Lord?’ GLI has revealed to me that the Holy Spirit was 

with me and illuminating my life.  I have learned that I 

am an ambassador of Christ and must shine as a candle.” 

in the darkness, even unto death.” 

  

 

I prayed to God for a place to rent, and someone gave me 

money to rent. My husband also joined me in this work, 

providing financial support. Now I have a center where 

40 girls sleep. Many of them are now in school as well. 

They can leave prostitution and go to school because of 

the generosity of those who believe they, too, have a 

future. And many of these young women are at the top of 

their classes. 

 

Gann Herman to leave  
CFR in May  

 
By Chris Rice 
CFR Director 

 

International Programs Coordinator Gann Herman will 

be departing the Duke Center for Reconciliation in 

mid-May 2013. 

  

Gann has been part of the GLI family since its 

beginning and a friend before there was a CFR.  Gann 

and I first met in 2004, before she and her husband 

Dale moved to Kampala, Uganda, to serve as the 

Uganda country representatives for Mennonite Central 

Committee.   She was a critical part of the creation and 

founding of the Great Lakes Initiative (GLI).  Her 

unique calling and relational gifts helped create the 

space and drew in key leaders for the first GLI 

gathering to take place in 2006, and she has been part 

of the leadership for every GLI gathering and institute 

since then.  Her presence on the staff of the CFR during 

Fr. Emmanuel Katongole’s sabbatical and departure 

from Duke provided valued continuity for GLI.   

 

Gann’s departure is the result of a mutual discernment 

process over the past few months.  As Wilfred Mlay, 

the GLI Ambassador, reminds us, God’s call on our 

lives does not change — but where and how we live 

into that call may change.  So we are eager to see 

where her life journey will take her next; she talks of 

resting and writing while she listens for God’s call.  

  

I ask that you pray for Gann and Dale, and for GLI 

leaders, during this transition time. Pray also for the 

CFR as we seek another person for our team to carry on 

the international work God has given to us to do. 

 

April 2013 Issue Acknowledgments:  All Photos by Christina Holder and Darriel Harris. 

                       

GLI RECOMMENDS: 

       Stories from Bethany: On the Faces of the Church in Africa 
         By Fr. Emmanuel Katongole 
         Paulines Publications Africa 
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http://www.paulinesafrica.org/new_books.html 

 

A Place to Rest,  
An Opportunity to Learn 

 

By Christina Holder 
PeaceNotes Staff Writer 
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