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God will reign.  Yes.   
God reigns.  Yes. 
 
The opening address at the GLI 
2012 Leadership Institute at Ggaba 
Seminary in Uganda—given by 
Assistant Bishop Zac Niringiye of 
Kampala Archdiocese, Church of 
Uganda—called for reconciliation to 
not forget justice.  Do not only hope 

for God to reign in the future, challenged Bishop Zac.  Claim God’s reign 
now.  Go looking for it.  It just might surprise you at any moment.   
 
And the Holy Spirit blew as it willed, nudging us toward a new way of life 
together. The Institute brought together 130 participants from 8 different 
countries, called to seek God’s life in the midst of work where injustice—
indeed, death—is pervasive.  We came together convinced that the gospel 
is not only good news for a far off time and place, but can be felt, heard, 
and seen to be good news in the here and now. 
 
God will reign.  Yes.  God reigns.  Yes. 
 
Church leaders, organizational leaders, academics, and practitioners 
shared the five-day theological movement that structures the Institute, 
and charts a common path that reaches for the life of Christ from within 
the messiness of conflict, disease, poverty, personal anguish and social 
unrest.   Wilfred Mlay, GLI Regional Ambassador, led a plenary session on 
new creation, and shepherded us through the week.  In leading us, he 
modeled the Word Made Flesh methodology by illuminating the 
theological, contextual, and practical nature of the teaching and dialogue 
that unfolded throughout the week. 
 
Other plenary speakers included David Kasali, Rector of Université 
Chrétienne Bilingue du Congo (UCBC) in DR Congo; Celestin Musekura, 
President and Founder of African Leadership and Reconciliation Ministries 
(ALARM); Chris Rice, Director of the Duke Center for Reconciliation; and 
Faith Mlay, whose vocation as intercessor for East African leaders working 
toward peace in the region continues to be a crucial gift to the region.  
Chris Rice closed the week by reflecting on spirituality for the long haul: 
“Reconciliation is as big as the turbulence in the Great Lakes Region.  Yet, 
it is never bigger than the person that is most difficult for you to love.  We 
must be the change that we seek.” 
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The Great Lakes Initiative is a 
community of restless Christian leaders seeking 
to embody God’s vision of reconciliation and to 
inspire, form and support other leaders in the 
Great Lakes Region of East Africa through 
community, formation and learning shaped by 
biblically inspired content and methodologies.   
The African Great Lakes Initiative is a 
partnership of Duke Divinity School’s Center for 
Reconciliation with African Leadership and 
Reconciliation Ministries, Mennonite Central 
Committee, and World Vision. 

Worship at GLI Institute 

GLI Leadership Institute 2012 

Peace Notes, the GLI Newsletter, appears each April, July and October to lift up stories of lament and hope, reconciliation and new creation in 
East Africa.  Send your stories, prayers and news to Gann Herman gherman@div.duke.edu. 
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[Continued from Page 1…]  After tea and fellowship, plenary 
sessions invited participants to share their life and work in 
a way that pointed to the possibilities of new creation in 
our midst.  Bishop Johnson Gakumba of Uganda, during a 
panel on servant leadership, asserted, “We need pro-
active leaders, discerning, who read the signs of the times, 
who have high moral standing, who have courage and 
determination, who are ready to risk.” 
 
In afternoon seminars, small groups engaged in 
discussions of the work of peace and reconciliation today 
in East Africa, focusing on such topics as: advocacy and 
youth, women in leadership, care for caregivers, and 
church leadership in times of turbulence.  Some seminars 
evoked personal reflection on the human experience in 
East Africa. Others focused their time learning how to be 
students of Scripture and context simultaneously, like Dr. 
Katho Bungishabaku’s seminar on The Theology of 
Jeremiah.  David Kasali captured the movement of the GLI 
in his seminar on the role of educational institutions, 
saying, “We cannot experience new creation unless we 
smell where we are.”  Together we are called to press 
deeper into the realities we face with our whole lives.  We 
cannot afford to adopt the language of reconciliation 
only from a distance.  Following Jesus takes us into the 
middle of it all. 
 
The week of reflection turned on a pilgrimage to the 
Anglican and Catholic Martyrs Shrines that memorialize 
the lives of 45 Ugandan martyrs whose confession of 
God’s kingdom put them on a collision course with the 
kingdoms of this world.  The pilgrims pondered on the 
radical good news that gave these young disciples the 
strength to sing as the flames consumed their bodies.  
Indeed, their lives and deaths embodied praise. 
 
By the end of the week, old friends had deepened their 
commitment to one another, and new friends shared the 
hope of continued dialogue.  Friendship has become the 
soul of the GLI, extending beyond our annual gatherings.  
The conversation keeps happening, for the Holy Spirit 
keeps whispering to us of a new world. 
 
Indeed, God will reign. 
Indeed, God reigns.  

Daphrose Muteho founded the Gratia Counseling Center in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo as a response to the level of pain 
she saw in Congolese youth traumatized by her home country’s 
long struggle through civil war.  
 
She began reaching out to these youth — even encouraging some 
of them to lay down their weapons — and mentoring them along 
a path toward peace and reconciliation.  
 
Today Daphrose works as a chaplain at one of the largest high 
schools in Congo’s eastern city of Goma, where she said there is 
an ongoing need to form relationships with Congolese youth. 
 
“They need to have someone to care, to listen to their history, to 
give them hope,” she said. 
 
Her ministry is filled with not only mental and physical challenges, 
but spiritual ones as well. Given these challenges, Daphrose said 
that attending the 2010 GLI Gathering in Burundi and two Great 
Lakes Initiative Leadership Institutes has given her time to reflect 
on her ministry and to gain new skills for her particular context.  
 
“It is not easy to continue hearing pain,” she said “Each GLI offers 
me an opportunity to leave my routine and have a time of rest.” 
 
In addition, Daphrose said that her continued participation in the 
Great Lakes Initiative Leadership Institutes has allowed her to 
meet other ministry partners engaged in similar work in other 
countries and to consider new ideas to engage the youth she is 
forming friendships with in Goma.  
 
“Now my curriculum is very, very rich with new ideas,” she said.  

 
All of these experiences culminate in what Daphrose calls a “gift 
from God,” through which she has felt affirmed in the call God 
has placed on her life to be a leader in the ministry of 
reconciliation.  
 
“I have seen that that is God’s call…now I am a new 
Daphrose…doing God’s ministry and I praise God,” she said. 
!!
!

PeaceNotes Profile:  Daphrose Muteho 
By: Christina Holder,  

Center for Reconciliation Student Associate, Communications 

South Sudan GLI Leaders at 2012 Institute 
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On the third of June 1886, 32 prisoners were burnt in a 
great holocaust at Namugongo in Uganda.  Of these, 
twenty-two are memorialized as Christian martyrs.  Any 
Christian vision of reconciliation that calls forth the new 
world of God’s peace within the old world sustained by 
injustice, follows the witness of true martyrdom.  That is, the 
hope of reconciliation, fueled by love, is an echo of the 
posture taken up by these martyrs.  They met violence and 
injustice with praise of God’s kingdom breaking into this 
world. Below is a message to GLI pilgrims—written by 
Archbishop John Baptist Odama—on the relationship 
between Christianity and martyrdom today: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear GLI Leaders, 
 
Christianity and martyrdom are intrinsically interrelated.  
The foundation of the Church itself is established on the 
precious blood of the martyrs.  In the words of Tertullian, 
“the blood of the martyrs is the seed of Christianity.”  The 
Uganda Martyrs lived their lives for the love of the Lord and 
continue to inspire and challenge us by their example. 
 
Here in Uganda, the Uganda Martyrs were convinced that 
to be counted as truly a child of God, one needed to work 
for peace (Mt 5:9).  However, the struggle for a more 
peaceful and just society is demanding.  Every disciple of 
Jesus, therefore, is called by baptism to serve the Kingdom 
of God, where there is love, justice, and peace for all.   
 
We can be modern icons of self-giving martyrdom for the 
cause of peace. The Uganda martyrs discovered the secret 
of life that whoever loves his life too much here in the 
world, will lose it but whoever loses his life for the sake of 
Christ and His Father here, will save it and have it in its 
fullness (Jn 12:25-26).  In pursuit of what is just and right, 
they chose to love and live for Christ. 
 
Let us choose to love and live for Christ because it is in this 
that true martyrdom lies.  The peace of God our Father find 
a peaceful place to rest in your hearts as you embark on this 
grand mission of being truly instruments of Peace in a world 
torn apart by hatred and violence. 
 
In Christ, 
Archbishop John Baptist Odama 
!

The Great Lakes Initiative Leadership 

Asking Faithful Questions: 
The Theological Vision of the GLI 

By:  Scott Schomburg, 
Center for Reconciliation Student Associate 

To Have the Fullness of Life: 
Reconciliation, Christianity, and Martyrdom 

Theology is a conversation that cannot happen in general.  It is 
never abstract.  When we say God, we are always doing so from a 
particular place, at a particular time, in dialogue with particular 
people, worshipping a God who dwells with us as a particular 
person.  Our theological speech forms our imaginations of the 
world, how we interpret the present moment, and how we dream 
about the future.  Faithful speech, therefore, learns how to believe 
what Jesus believes, that God’s reign is coming; and, indeed, is 
already here.   
 
Each year at the GLI leadership Institute, five days echo the 
rhythm of God’s creative work.  A Scriptural vision of reconciliation 
continues to teach the GLI participants to pray for God’s re-
creation of all things.  In the midst of our ordinary lives, the God 
who raised Israel from Egypt and Jesus from the dead chooses to 
inhabit our muddied words and our messy work.  Indeed, we are 
like jars of clay, fragile creatures, and yet the Holy Spirit flows 
through us into the world.  GLI pilgrims learn, therefore, to live in 
a world where God has already spoken, and will continue to 
speak.  It is an education that forms us to ask faithful questions of 
ourselves, of the church, and of the world, always waiting for God 
to take our questions and turn us toward new creation. 
 
The five day movement at each GLI Leadership Institute displays 
the Word Made Flesh methodology to demonstrate that any 
Christian vision of reconciliation must be at once theological, 
contextual, and practical.  Each day is guided by questions that 
hold the potential of forming us into more faithful people. 
 

Day One:  Reconciliation Toward What?  
 

Day Two:  What is Going On?   
 

Day Three:  What Does Hope Look Like?   
 

Day Four:  What Kind of Leadership?   
 

Day Five:  Why Me?  Why Bother?  
 
May we be people who continue to ask difficult, faithful 
questions.  May we notice in each other the God who dwells with 
and for us.  May the Holy Spirit flow through us, and send us out, 
as particular people, embodying praise of the God whose promise 
is reconciliation. 

To read more about the Word Made Flesh methodology and the 
five questions toward reconciliation, download the 2012 GLI 
Institute Booklet, by clicking the links below! 
 

GLI Institute Booklet (English) 
 

GLI Institute Booklet (French) 

DOWNLOAD THE 2O12 GLI LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE BOOKLET 

Anglican Martyrs Shrine,  
Namugongo, Uganda 
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To contact the African Great Lakes Initiative:  Gann Herman, International Programs Coordinator – Duke Center for Reconciliation 
(globalreconciliation@div.duke.edu)    +919.660.3594       

Wilfred Mlay, GLI Ambassador  (wilfredmlay@gmail.com)   +255.784785578      www.dukereconciliation.com 

A Reality of New Creation: 
Holy Trinity Peace Village in!Kuron,!South Sudan 

GLI colleague Fr Martin Vuni, 
from the Diocese of Torit, 
South Sudan, shared with 
PeaceNotes a story from his 
friend John Ashworth as well 
as several items from the 
Sudan Catholic Radio Network 
about the 26th February 2012 
Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
of Bishop Emeritus Paride 

Taban at his home in Kuron Peace Village in Kapoeta East, South 
Sudan.  Bishop Taban has been sharing his story and wisdom at GLI 
gatherings and Institutes since 2008 and the GLI family gives thanks 
to God for Bishop Taban’s 75th birthday and his decades of service 
to God and God’s people.  As Fr Vuni notes:  “the celebration in 
Kuron Peace Village was a reality of new creation.” 
 
The celebration theme was taken from 2 Corinthians 5:20:  “We are 
called to be ambassadors of reconciliation.”  Many church and 
government leaders spoke of Bishop Taban’s courage and 
faithfulness as a leader who shows the way for others.  One political 
leader specifically described the love he has shown, noting that 
Bishop Paride is a Madi who in his retirement chose to establish a 
peace village in Toposa-land.  SPLM Deputy Secretary General Dr 
Anne Itto admitted that Bishop Taban’s work challenges the 
political leaders and their style of leadership.  She said that Kuron 
Peace Village is a lesson that political leaders are not doing enough, 
and if the government tried Bishop Taban’s model it could bring 
peace in many areas of South Sudan. 
 
In Bishop Taban’s message to the celebrants, he called on them to 
reconcile in order to create God’s family in South Sudan.  He 
specifically exhorted the Lou Nuer and Murle communities of 
Jonglei State as well as the Acholi and Madi of Eastern Equatoria 
State to reconcile and love each other as one people.  He reminded 
them that human existence would be meaningless if people cannot 
show peace and love to one another.  But Bishop Taban is not 
someone who just tells us what we should do.  He shows us the 
way.  The Holy Trinity Peace Village, located in one of the most 
neglected and isolated parts of South Sudan, amidst chronic 
conflict, has grown into an oasis of peace.  Through his example 
and leadership, different communities now live together and have 
begun to experience the benefits of peace: a health clinic, clean 
water, a school, agricultural projects, community policing, a bridge 
across the river, and a guinea-worm eradication project.   

 
PeaceNotes readers can learn the whole story of 
Bishop Taban’s witness and of Kuron Peace Village 
in the newly published book, Peace Deserves a 
Chance:  Bishop Paride Taban, a Sudanese 
Shepherd, by Alberto J. Eisman.  It can be purchased 
at Paulines Publications Bookstores throughout East 
Africa, http://www.paulinesafrica.org/ for $5.00. 
 

Naming Gifts: 
The GLI Movement 

“What will remain for me the outstanding gift of the 
2012 Institute, was the way several GLI partners 
seized the Institute’s space to come together at 
country and institutional levels to plan and strategize 
how they can better work together in the future.  I 
am happy to report that in the case of South Sudan 
and DRC, the initiative has resulted in follow up 
meetings, one of which I attended in Nairobi.” 

—Wilfred Mlay, GLI Regional Ambassador, Tanzania 
 

“My reminder from the GLI seminar as a lecturer is, "I 
AM A WALKING HIDDEN CURRICULUM".  I feel 
connected to a special group of women leaders in a 
special family of reconcilers.”   

—Dr. Sabina Mtweve, KCWC Hospital, Tanzania 
 

“GLI Rwanda is committed to meet whenever 
possible to share ideas, pray together, discuss issues 
within our societies, churches, and organizations. We 
also agreed that the journey towards our goal is a 
learning process whereby people need to know who 
we are and what we do as a New Creation in Christ, 
called and appointed to be ambassadors of Christ in 
reconciliation ministry. This learning process will 
involve knowing our social, cultural, religious, political 
and economic context, and also we need to continue 
to talk about our story. 

—GLI Rwanda, GLI Country Group Meeting Minutes 

UPCOMING FOR GLI  

5-6 July 2012 
GLI Partners Meeting 

Kigali, Rwanda 
 

13-19 January 2013 
GLI Leadership Institute 

Ggaba National Seminary 
Kampala, Uganda 

Left to Right:  Archbishop Odama, Wilfred Mlay, 
and Bishop Ochola 
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