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The most recent gathering of GLI leaders on July 05-06 near 
Arusha, Tanzania again became good soil to revisit and nurture the 
identity of this movement – one that hopes to be moving toward 
God’s peace and reconciliation in the African Great Lakes region.  
These leaders shared a common table to dig deep into many of the 
GLI’s core commitments, including this fundamental claim—
theology matters.   
 
It may strike some as strange that practitioners of peace, justice, 
and reconciliation would make such a fundamental claim, that 
theology matters.  “How can theology be important to a mother who 
cannot find food for her children?”  “How can a Scriptural 
imagination make wars cease?”  “How does our way of talking 
about God matter?”  Yet, it is precisely this peculiar claim, theology 
matters, that fuels the vision of the people whose lives and faith 
have intertwined to become the African Great Lakes Initiative.  
 
Theology matters, because it begins in praise.  It teaches us to trust 
in the life of God when it is all too easy to put our trust in neatly 
packaged solutions to social ills.  The story of God’s creation, 
redemption, new creation and reconciliation places us as God’s 
creatures in praise of a God we are asked to trust, a God whose 
promises teach us how to lament, hope, and do the patient work of 
peace in the world.  
 
Theology matters, because the story of Scripture tells us of a God 
that is seen, heard, and felt; a God that became incarnate, and 
marked a path for us to follow. Theology matters when it is not just 
heard, but also seen and felt as ‘good news’ to people whose lives 
have been, in part, robbed of God’s good and abundant creation.   
 
Theology matters, because it teaches Christians to look into the 
eyes of one another, not as teacher/student, or needed/needy, but 
instead to see within people a life where God chooses to be 
present.  (Continue on Page 2) 
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The Great Lakes Initiative is a community of restless 
Christian leaders seeking to embody God’s vision of 
reconciliation and to inspire, form and support other 
leaders in the Great Lakes Region of East Africa 
through community, formation and learning shaped 
by biblically inspired content and methodologies.   
The African Great Lakes Initiative is a partnership of 
Duke Divinity School’s Center for Reconciliation 
with African Leadership and Reconciliation 
Ministries, Mennonite Central Committee, and World 
Vision. 

GLI Leaders, July 2011, Tanzania 
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(From Page 1) It is on this ground 
that we cultivate our hopes for the 
future, where we witness to the 
promises made by a God we can 
trust, where we pray for heaven to 
come to earth. 
!
And yet, if theology matters, then so 
does our work.  The gifts that the 
GLI offers to the work of peace 
and reconciliation in the Great 
Lakes region are many.  We foster a 
space for leaders across 
denominational lines to discover 
each other in a new way.  We bring 
to youth the opportunity to engage 
with other generations.  Our 
methodology is the theological and 
contextual made practical; it is the 
Word Made Flesh methodology, 
founded on a Scripture-reading 
community.   We make space for 
lament a priority, we claim that 
‘lament is the inner logic of hope,’ 
that our groans can become the 
groans of new creation.   
 
There are many gifts of the GLI, all 
of which are held together by one 
gift the GLI must not lose; the gift 
of stories that make real our claim 
that theology matters.  The GLI is a 
community that receives its life 
from the stories of pain and hope, 
stories that call us to ‘plant seeds 
that someday may grow’, and ‘water 
seeds already planted’.  The prayer 
and hope of this community that 
makes peculiar claims of hope and 
promise in the midst of lament and 
difficulty, is that we will follow the 
path already marked by Christ; that 
the GLI will be a movement of 
people who can say, because theology 
matters, that we can do something, 
and do it very well, because we are 
‘prophets of a future not our own’.   
 

Leaders of the African Great Lakes 
Initiative, a partnership of Duke 
Divinity School’s Center for 
Reconciliation with 3 East African 
faith-based organizations, gathered on 
Sunday evening, July 10, at Bethany 
House in Entebbe, Uganda to greet 
Duke University President Richard 
Brodhead, his wife Cindy Brodhead, 
and their team. 

President Brodhead was officially welcomed and invited to hear stories of 
GLI leaders from Congo, Uganda, and Tanzania.  The gathering was 
commemorated by President Brodhead planting a pomegranate tree on the 
Bethany House grounds.   
 
First to speak was Wilfred Mlay, GLI’s Regional Ambassador.  He shared his 
hunger to see long-term, significant impact in East Africa.  The GLI reminds 
Wilfred that it is God’s intention to reconcile all things.  He also explained 
how the GLI approaches reconciliation in a different way than many large 
NGOs. “The fix-it mentality that drives the aid industry has reached a level 
of deep cynicism.  $385 billion has been brought to Africa, but the aid 

industry has not listened to and 
walked with Africans at their pace, 
within God’s story, with God’s 
patience for His creation.  That is 
the gift that GLI brings.”  God’s 
people are called to witness to God’s 
promises even while we are deeply 
engaged in a world so often marked 
by brokenness and difficulty.   

 
Mr. David Otim, who coordinates peace-building programs for Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) in Uganda, told the Duke visitors that “MCC 
loves the Great Lakes Initiative” because it captures stories that are rarely 
heard in the region, ones illuminated by God’s story in the Word that 
became flesh.    
 
Dr. David Kasali, President of the Bilingual Christian University of the 
Congo in Beni, DRC, traveled to Entebbe to be among the GLI leaders 
welcoming President Brodhead.  He talked about DRC’s “summary of 
suffering”:  5 million people have died in the past 10-15 years.  “So we start 
our work with lament, “he said; “the groans of those who long for new 
creation.”  
 
In all this, President Brodhead was presented with deep reflections on peace 
offered by the leaders in the region whose lives are evidence that peace 
comes “with the hard work of deep forgiveness and practical faith that 
transforms lives.”  Following Christ has not safeguarded this group of 
Christians from hardship, but rather has taught them that in the face of 
enormous challenges, “lament is the inner logic of hope.”   
!

GLI  LEADERS  SPEAK WITH DUKE PRES IDENT  

President Brodhead with Fr. Katongole 

GLI Leaders meeting with Pres. Brodhead 

By Scott Schomburg By Gann Herman and Scott Schomburg 
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O God of love, through your church you call us to listen, to learn, to reflect, and to act.   
 
Prayers like this one are being seeded 
deeply into the soil of the world’s 
newest nation:  the Republic of South 
Sudan. Many Christian churches across 
denominational lines led efforts that 
gave birth to South Sudan on July 9, 
2011 and continue to lead advocacy 
and peace efforts in a region too often 
marked by profound brokenness.  
 
Prior to independence, Catholic churches in Sudan planned and implemented a 
Novena, nine days of prayer and preparation for peace as the south envisioned 
a better future.  Each day was marked by a prayer, yearning for South Sudan to 
be ground on which human dignity is restored, where the poor do not go 
hungry, and where people hope for God’s peace to give strength and courage to 
people whose lives are filled with memories of suffering and continued 
vulnerability; courage to be faithful people in the midst of individual and 
systemic violence.   
 

Many churches in the border regions 
are also seeking peace while war 
continues in their midst.  The Episcopal 
Church of Sudan released a statement 
reflecting Archbishop Daniel Deng 
Bul’s deep anguish over violence in the 
border region of South Kordofan, a 
state that feels allied to South Sudan but 

is now included in the Republic of Sudan.  A task-force has been formed to 
seek understanding and a way forward since the most recent violence can only 
be described, according to the Archbishop, as the Sudan Armed Forces’ 
“deliberate strategy to rid [South Kordofan] of its indigenous African 
population, in short, a policy of ethnic cleansing.” Reports of troops using 
brutal torture, rape, extra-judicial killing, systematic starvation, and aerial 
bombardment of innocent villagers has caused churches to call urgently on the 
international community to partner with South Kordofan to save a drowning 
people from perishing.    
 
This ecumenical voice emerging from the rubble of grotesque violence is calling 
for all Christians to lay down weapons of revenge in hopes of taking on a 
faithful Christian witness, a commitment to be witnesses to God’s good 
promises for all God’s people.  We are called to feel deep pain and share in 
Jesus’ life, the One in whose life is the power of forgiveness.   
 
As churches continue to reflect, an ecumenical voice is also calling for faithful 
action that extends hospitality to the stranger.  The church continues to pray for 
unity of voice and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, saying, “may those who 
mourn and suffer take respite in the Holy Spirit our comforter.  May the Spirit 
also touch the hearts and minds of the compassionate and the able and guide 
them in their defense of the oppressed.”  May faithful prayers bring new life to 
this new nation, and may God draw near as the churches seek to reflect God’s 
life to the world. 

SEEKING LIFE IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN 

As we breathe the very air, which 
sustains us, we remember your 
love, O God, which gives us life.  
 
Fill us with your compassion for 
all people and lands. Help us to 
share faithfully your abundant 
creation while we also call on you 
to give us our daily bread.   
 
We pray for your strength and 
grace to forgive, so that we may 
tell our stories truthfully.  Heal 
our memory, O God, and give us 
a vision for future possibilities. 
 
Teach us to be people of peace. 
Let your Word fall afresh on your 
Church as we search for the 
courage to be an alternative to 
violence; a witness to the 
goodness of God’s earth and 
God’s people. 
 
We proclaim that the gospel is 
good news, not as an idea – but as 
a person, the One who touched 
the same ground we do, who is 
God’s life among us.  Give us 
courage to listen for that Word 
for us today.  While envisioning 
the hopeful possibilities, remind 
us that our identities are 
constituted by Jesus Christ, the 
One in whom we “live and move 
and have our being.” 
 
Speak to us, O God, and help us 
follow you into your promises of 
peace and reconciliation, to your 
very life among us. 
 
Amen. 
!
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PRAY WITH THE PEOPLE OF 
SOUTH SUDAN 

The Great Lakes Initiative Leadership 

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul 

By Scott Schomburg 
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On the 4th December 1979 my mother gave birth to me in a Displaced 
Peoples’ Camp.  I was born into conflict in Northern Uganda. 
 
Before the military coup in 
Uganda of 1985, our 
family was living in a 
trading center, which 
provided basic needs.  
After the coup, there was a 
high level of insurgency 
and this prompted my 
family to relocate to a rural 
area for security reasons. 
 
It was at that time that I joined primary school.  I had to walk 8 
kilometers to and from school.  Basic facilities for a living were 
not easily accessible, so most children dropped out of school. 
 
But I was very much interested in education, so I maneuvered my 
way through and passed well to secondary level.  Then we started 
experiencing the attacks of the Lord Resistance Rebels. They had 
an interest in abducting us from school, so sometimes we would 
be roused by the footsteps and shouting of our fellow students, 
telling us rebels were in the vicinity, so we would rush 8 kilometers 
to sleep in town, and then we would walk back to attend classes 
the following morning. 
 
The Rebel attacks later escalated to abduct children and youth, 
including my two first cousins.  Some were forced to become 
soldiers or sex slaves and suffered many forms of harsh treatment. 
People fled their homes and started living in internally displaced 
peoples’ camps, which were highly congested with poor facilities.  
I saw people die with curable diseases due to lack of drugs. 
 
All these conflicts targeted children, youth, and women, and 
negatively affected them economically, emotionally, socially and 
culturally.  One of my brothers saw my dad being killed.  He went 
sick mentally, never got cured, and died after 19 years. 
 
I am standing up together with Mama Angelina Atyam, other 
children and youth who are concerned to advocate locally, 
nationally and internationally so that the world is made aware of 
the conditions people of this sub-region are facing.  Currently, 
Concerned Children and Youth Association (CCYA) is reaching 
out to over 2150 youth and children in the Lango Sub-region. 
 
I and other members of CCYA have benefited much from 
participating in the Great Lakes Leadership Institute.  It has 
enabled us to lament, to still have hope, and to live into new 
creation. 
 
Can Caxson 
www.ccyauganda.org 

BORN INTO CONFLICT: CAN CAXSON  ANNOUNCING  
THE  2012  GL I  INST I TUTE .  

Christian Leadership for 
Reconciliation in Times of Turbulence 

 
APPLY NOW! 

15-21 January 2012 
Ggaba National Seminary 

Kampala, Uganda 
 
The Great Lakes Initiative Leadership Institute is 
designed for restless Christian leaders in the 
African Great Lakes region who are passionate 
about peace and reconciliation.  
 
This five-day program offers participants an 
opportunity to interact with and learn from some 
of the most remarkable and dynamic Christian 
leaders in East Africa, including Wilfred Mlay, 
Celestin Musekura, Bishop Paride Taban, Maggy 
Barankitse, Angelina Atyam, Archbishop John 
Baptist Odama, Violette Nyirirarukundo, Bishop 
Zac Niringiye, David Kasali, and Sr. Rosemary 
Nyirumbe. 
 
To get an application, please e-mail Gann Herman 
(gherman@div.duke.edu). 

The Sacrifice of Africa:  A Political 
Theology for Africa 
Emmanuel Katongole 
 
Fr. Katongole, Duke Divinity School Professor 
of Theology and World Christianity, tells stories 
of people across Africa, such as Maggy 
Barankitse.  Reared amid ethnic hatred in 

Burundi, she now takes in former child soldiers and orphans and 
raises them “beyond this hatred and bitterness that I came to see 
in their eyes.”  Katongole argues that the story of senseless killing 
must be replaced by a new kind of sacrifice—one of self-
emptying, as Jesus Christ emptied himself in service to others, 
and by the determination that forgiveness and love will have the 
last word. 
 
Purchase at the 2012 Institute or from publisher at 
www.eerdmans.com  

To contact the African Great Lakes Initiative:  Gann Herman, Global Outreach Coordinator (globalreconciliation@div.duke.edu)    
+919.660.3594  or Wilfred Mlay, GLI Regional Ambassador (wilfredmlay@gmail.com) +254.733.621370   

P.O. BOX 16163  Arusha, TZ     www.dukereconciliation.edu 

RESOURCES 

Can Caxson, CCYA 


