
Gathering participants receive a 
blessing from one of  several elders 

in the work of  reconciliation.

On 13-16 January 2009, Christian leaders from 
Africa’s Great Lakes region assembled in 
Bujumbura, Burundi to reflect on Christian 
identity and the challenge of  tribalism. This 
marked the third Gathering of  the Great Lakes 
Initiative (GLI) convened by Duke Divinity 
School’s Center for Reconciliation in partnership 
with African Leadership and Reconciliation 
Ministries (ALARM), Mennonite Central 
Committee, and World Vision International. 

Although this was the third GLI Gathering, it 
was unique in a number of  ways:  it was the 
largest Gathering––with nearly one hundred 
participants––and it was the first gathering held 
outside Kampala, Uganda.  Most importantly, 
this was the first gathering to focus on a single 
issue: tribalism.  Participants were called to 

wrestle with why it is that “the blood of  tribalism so 
often runs deeper than the waters of  baptism.”  How 
can this region that is so densely Christian 
continue to be mired in such intractable violence, 
unrest and corruption?

Over three and a half  days of  worshipping, 
eating and meeting together, the group engaged 
the topic of  ethnicity and tribalism in three 
movements, which together serve as a model for 
ministry in the face of  tribalism:

• Lament - Participants shared and listened 
to stories of  violence and brokenness and 
lamented the extent of  ethnic division in the 
Great Lakes region.

• Learn - The group examined the historical, 
social and political contexts that make 
tribalism an enduring problem in the region.  
Workshops and special reports from each 
country group assisted participants in 
understanding the problem’s complexities.

• Live Out - Participants dreamed of  new 
possibilities for peace in the region and 
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Prayer Requests
Pray for the new “we” being formed in 
the Great Lakes Initiative—that it will 
continue and spread to the home 
communities of gathering participants

Pray for restlessness among Congolese 
Christians, that they would be inspired 
to work for peace in their 
communities

Pray that the Hope for Kenya Forum is 
sustained in its work for reconciliation 
after the ethnic violence of December  
2007

Pray for Maggie Barankitse’s work in 
Burundi, that the work of shalom will 
inspire many to participate in God’s 
mission of reconciliation

Pray for the National Truth-Telling and 
Reconciliation Forum currently under 
formation in Uganda, that it would be 
organized and carried out in a way 
that will bring healing in Uganda

Why is it that “the blood 
of tribalism so often runs 
deeper than the waters 

of baptism?”

Participants at the 2009 Gathering of  the Great Lakes Initiative in Bujumbura, Burundi
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alternatives to division and ethnic violence.  The 
group of  women and men gathered in 
Bujumbura were one such alternative.  Together 
the Great Lakes Initiative embodies a new 
“we,” a community whose identity is 
grounded not in tribe, race or ethnicity, but 
in the story of  God.  It is a community shaped 
by the biblical vision of  a new creation, a people 
committed to saying no to violence and division 
and yes to forgiveness, peace and love.  The 
Gathering offered a unique opportunity for rest, 
healing and renewal that encouraged participants 
to carry this message of  a new “we” into their 
home contexts.

Look for the full report of  the 2009 Gathering on the 
Center for Reconciliation’s website: 
http://www.divinity.duke.edu/reconciliation/
pages/programs/greatlakes.html 

See the Gathering workbook here:
http://www.divinity.duke.edu/reconciliation/
pdf/identityandreconciliation.pdf

Maggy Barankitse and 
Dieudonne: A Gift from God

The following excerpt is taken from a conversation with 
Maggy Barankitse in Bujumbura, January 2009.  For 
more information about her work and Maison Shalom, go 
to  http://maisonshalom.net.

I remember I was on the street.  I saw so many 
bodies because the military had killed many 
people… and I stopped and tried to take those 
bodies in my car in order to give them dignity.  
And when I was taking those bodies I found one 
man who had been killed with a grenade with a 
baby on his back.   The man was dead, but when 
I took the baby, I found that the mouth was 
gone, but he was still alive because his heart was 
beating.  And I said, “What must I do?”  I took 
this baby (he was only 4 months old)—but 
unfortunately, the hospital had been taken over 
by military and I was afraid to stay because this 
baby was a Hutu.  

So I began to lie and to the doctors who were in 
the military I said, “My children went to play in 
this Tutsi camp and the Hutu rebels came and 
put a grenade and look at my child, he lost his 
mouth and part of  his tongue!”  

And the military asked me, “What’s his name?”  

I said, “Dieudonne.”  It’s the gift of  God.  

And he said to me, “We can’t save your child.  
Go over there.  In ten minutes he will die.”  

And I was there, waiting, and nobody wanted this 
baby, even the nurses, and I finally said, “Look, I 
will even give blood; I know this child will be 
saved.” 

They said, “Go away.  You are crazy.”  

And I said, “No.” I said to the nurses, “One day I 
will build a hospital where Hutu, Tutsi, 
Congolese, and others will come.” 

I went with this child, thinking that he would die.  
But he didn’t die!  I was there to care for him 
everyday.  Nobody wanted this child because it 
was so horrible to look at his face.  

Even in meetings I put him on my back and hid 
his face, going to meetings with UNICEF and 
others, and even in the church people said, 
“Look at this crazy woman.  She lost her mind.”  

And one day, after two years, a German journalist 
came to report on Maison Shalom.  They met 
Dieudonne and reported on him. Some families 
in Germany decided to take him for medical care 
and they rebuilt his mouth.  For three years he 
was in the hospital in Germany, and finally I 
returned to take him back home.  

Today he is 14 years old.  He’s handicapped, but 
he lives. This is the challenge of  God—that love 
always takes the last word.  This is my life.  There 
are always miracles in Maison Shalom, because I 
believe in love.  I believe that nobody can stop us.  
I compare Maison Shalom to a train that God 
conducts.  Nobody can stop this train.  He will 
still move it—because God is God.  There will 
be some cars that will stop.  But He will continue 
to gather Congolese, Rwandese, Europeans, 
saying, “Come my children and build my dream.”  
It’s to build shalom all over the world—to say we 
are only one family. 

Emmanuel Katongole Granted 
Sabbatical Award

Emmanuel Katongole has been selected as the 
Senior Research Scholar and Consultant at the 
Center for World Catholicism at DePaul 
University in Chicago.  During this period of  
sabbatical rest, he will also play a key role in 
helping the new center educate students about 
global Catholicism.

Maggy Barankitse, founder of  Maison Shalom, at 
the Bujumbura Gathering in January

explored some innovative alternatives 
already underway.  They glimpsed hope 
for a new future in Africa that Christianity 
both inspires and nurtures. 

Drawing upon Scripture, theological reflection, 
and insights into the context of  each region, 
the Gathering pointed to practices that sustain 
the Christian life and provided concrete 

News Briefs
From 26 January to 8 February, Jean 
Pasteur Katavo led a seminar for 
Christian Education Program Officers 
in the 15 districts of his church in the 
DRC, along with 40 pastors.  During 
that time, he was able to pass on 
many of the principles and insights 
that emerged from the Gathering in 
Bujumbura.  In April, he plans to send 
a team of counselors to Butembo to 
lead a similar seminar for youth 
leaders.  He asks for our prayers.

This month ChildReach Africa is 
launching a Peace Class that will 
tackle the question, “Who am I?”  
Bishop Macleord Baker Ochola, 
longtime advocate for peace in 
northern Uganda, will be the keynote 
speaker.  Catherine Piwang, the 
organization’s founder and director, is 
also working to establish a Peace 
Library that will eventually include a 
collection of stories from those who 
have lived through the war in 
northern Uganda, testimonies of hope 
from people and places that embody 
reconciliation, and resources for 
those working in areas of trauma and 
conflict. 
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Gathering Sparks Restlessness in 
Congo Leaders

At this year’s Gathering, participants assembled 
by country to deepen friendships and cast vision 
for their home contexts.  In light of  the current 
instability in eastern DRC, we thought readers 
might be encouraged to read about what came 
out of  their meetings.

Leaders identified economic problems of  greed, 
poverty and injustice, and stated that war is a 
consequence of  these issues.  They highlighted 
the leadership crisis as a major problem, 
although one that is rarely mentioned.  
Underlying these structural issues is a problem of 
identity and tribal hatred that is rife in politics, 
schools, medical institutions, and even churches.  
The Congolese leaders see a marked lack of  
restlessness, and they long for people to speak 
out against the status quo.

This is their response to the issues they lament in 
the DRC: “Seeing that a good number of  
organizations are already working for 
reconciliation, we have come up with the idea of  
forming a synergy whereby they will work 
together, each one contributing the means that is 
available in order to help the divided tribal 
groups in eastern DRC to be brought together 
into reconciliation.”  This collaboration, which 
they have called Synergie des Associations pour 
Réconciliation, will identify groups in conflict with 
one another, learn about the nature and history 
of  their conflict, and create a space for them to 
seek healing across divisions.  They will also 
appeal to religious, political and opinion leaders 
to become actively involved in the reconciliation 
process.  Please pray for these leaders as they 
respond faithfully to the restlessness they feel 
and as they work together for reconciliation in 
eastern DRC.
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Two New Books from the Center 
for Reconciliation

The Center for Reconciliation is excited to 
announce two recent publications by its co-
directors, Emmanuel Katongole and Chris Rice.  
In Reconciling All Things, Katongole and Rice cast 
a comprehensive vision for reconciliation that is 
biblical, transformative, holistic and global.  They 
recover distinctly Christian practices that will 
help the church be both a sign and an agent of  
God's reconciling love in the fragmented world 
of  the twenty-first century.  In Mirror to the 
Church: Resurrecting Faith after Genocide in Rwanda, 
Emmanuel Katongole looks into the conflict in 
Rwanda and demonstrates how Rwanda becomes 
a mirror that reflects the brokenness and hope of 
the church––not simply in Africa but in the West 
as well.

"What we need [in the 
midst of  conflict] is not 
simply better gear and 
techniques but a story that 
helps us remember another 
world is possible.  The good 
news is that God's story 
offers us just that.  In the 
midst of  our world's deep 
brokenness, God's kingdom 

breaks in to create new possibilities."  

–– Reconciling All Things, pg 35.

"Whether we are in Rwanda 
or in the United States, the 
reality we have to face is 
that we do not have many 
churches that are able to say 
no.  When genocide is 
happening, we do not know 
how to resist.  When 
conspicuous consumption 
is the norm, we are not very 
good at living an alternative.  But the witness of  
the biblical story is that God's people are always 
invited to say no to the idols of  their age and rise 
up by the power of  the Spirit as a holy 
interruption."   

–– Mirror to the Church, pg 133.
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A Lenten Devotion:        
Rend Your Hearts

“Rend your hearts and not your 
garments.  Return to the Lord your 
God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger abounding in steadfast 
love.” –Joel 2:13

The Lenten season reminds us how the 
journey of our reconciliation with God 
paves the way for reconciliation with 
one another.  Before seeing the risen 
Christ at Easter, we walk through the 
season of Lent by lamenting that we 
have failed to live into God’s covenant 
with us, by confessing our sins against 
God and one another, by seeking to 
live more faithfully, and by 
remembering Jesus’ passion and death.  
Though at times Lent seems long and 
laborious, we know Easter will come.

Our reconciliation with one another 
mirrors this journey: we begin with 
lament, acknowledging sin and pain.  
Confession follows; we honestly 
acknowledge what has happened 
rather than trying to hide from our 
conflicts.  God’s reconciling love shown 
to us in Jesus on the cross—on Good 
Friday—paves the way for us to be 
reconciled with God and one another.  
As in Lent, this reconciliation process 
is long and painful at times.  Yet just 
as we must go through Lent to see 
Christ risen and glorified, so must we 
go through the journey of lament, 
confession, and truth-telling to be 
reconciled to one another.  Lent 
reminds us that there is no shortcut to 
being reconciled, we must walk 
through this demanding process if we 
are to live in peace with one another. 

The Bujumbura Gathering provided opportunities 
for rest, renewal and fellowship.
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