
A Heart of Thanksgiving
Student Experiences Divinity Community as Love of God

By Edward A. Adams

	 hile	 most	 of	 my	 Divinity	 School	
colleagues	 were	 earnestly	 waiting	
for	 their	 families’	 turkeys	 to	 make	

their	way	from	the	oven	to	the	table,	 I	 found	
myself	at	Duke	University	Hospital,	anxiously	
deciding	 on	 what	 my	 next	 decision	 would	
result	in—life	or	death.

For	 two	agonizing	months	beforehand,	 I	had	
found	myself	experiencing	increased	difficulty	
with	 breathing.	 Walking	 with	 buddies	 to	 the	
bus	stop,	climbing	the	stairs	to	my	apartment,	
and	attempting	to	stay	awake	until	my	normal	
bedtime,	just	to	name	a	few,	seemed	to	be	the	
most	 difficult	 tasks.	 Initially,	 I	 chalked	 it	 up	
to	a	great	summer	field	education	experience	
in	 Houston,	 Texas;	 one	 in	 which	 the	 church	
congregants	 fed	me	well.	Yet	as	 I	packed	my	
bags	 to	 leave	 Durham	 for	 the	 Thanksgiving	

holiday,	I	found	myself	instead	heading	to	the	
emergency	room.

Never	did	I	imagine	that	this	short	drive	would	
save	 my	 life.	 In	 most	 American	 homes	 that	
day,	relationships	were	being	renewed,	while	
I	sat,	hooked	up	to	monitors,	making	decisions	
that	were	 to	be	defining	moments	 in	my	life.	
I	sat,	face	to	face,	with	an	image	that	showed	
a	 malignant	 tumor	 on	 my	 heart.	 My	 wife	 of	
three	years	sat	next	to	me;	45	days	away	from	
the	birth	of	my	first	child,	19	days	away	from	
my	 wedding	 anniversary,	 and	 12	 days	 away	
from	being	three	semesters	shy	of	my	Master	
of	Divinity	degree	from	Duke	Divinity	School.

It	was	at	this	moment	that	much	of	what	I	had	
absorbed	 about	 God,	 faith,	 and	 community	
became	 real.	 During	 my	 time	 at	 the	 Divinity	
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 It was in the midst of this chaotic circumstance that  

community became the hands of God to uphold me. 
– edward A. Adams
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Competence and Calling
By Curtis W. Freeman 
Director of the Baptist House of Studies

	man	 once	 asked	 the	 noted	 Jesuit	
theologian	 Gustave	 Weigel	 how	
long	it	would	take	his	son	to	become	

a	 priest.	 Weigel	 replied,	 “It	 depends.	
Nine	 years	 for	 a	 Benedictine,	 12	 years	 for	 a	
Dominican,	 but	 if	 he	 wants	 to	 be	 a	 Jesuit,	 it	
would	take	15	years.”	The	man	replied,	“Well,	
Father,	I	suspect	my	son	had	best	be	a	Jesuit.	
He	is	a	little	slow!”

How	 long	 does	 it	 take	 to	 make	 a	 competent	
minister	 for	 the	 church	 of	 Jesus	 Christ?	 Can	
any	 seminary	 or	 divinity	 school	 reasonably	
expect	 to	do	the	 job	 in	 three	years?	What	are	
the	basic	competencies	that	ministers	need	to	
live	out	an	effective	calling?	I’ve	been	thinking	
a	lot	about	these	questions	lately.

Sitting	 on	 my	 back	 porch	 one	 evening	 I	
asked	a	pastor,	who	has	served	a	large	urban	
congregation	for	more	than	two	decades,	what	
he	 thought	 theological	 schools	 should	 attend	
to	 in	 order	 to	 form	 students	 for	 competent	
ministry.	 He	 mentioned	 an	 article	 by	 Carlyle	
Marney	 titled	 “Fundamentals	 of	 Competent	
Ministry”	 as	 one	 of	 the	 best	 and	 clearest	
statements	 he	 had	 ever	 run	 across.	 The	 next	
day	 I	 found	 it	 in	 a	 1976	 issue	 of	 The Duke 
Divinity Review.	 The	 root	 issue	 in	 ministerial	
competence,	as	Marney	put	it,	comes	down	to	
character,	 and	 he	 added	 that	 an	 inordinately	
high	 percentage	 of	 the	 ministers	 who	 sought	
out	 his	 help	 at	 Interpreter’s	 House	 did	 not	
have	enough	of	 it	“to	damn	a	church	mouse,	
much	less	an	entire	culture.”

The	article	outlined	five	areas	of	 competency	
on	which	effective	ministers	must	consistently	
be	working.	The	first	is	an	awareness	of	their	
vulnerability	 or,	 as	 Marney	 tellingly	 put	
it,	 coming	 to	 terms	 with	 the	 fact	 that	 their	
“omnipotence	bubble	has	sprung	a	permanent	
leak.”	 The	 second	 involves	 acquiring	 the	
language	 of	 an	 instrumental	 theology	 as	 a	
pilgrim	 reflecting	 on	 the	 journey	 from	 the	
standpoint	 of	 “faith	 seeking	 understanding.”	
The	 third	 is	 the	 process	 of	 wrestling	 with	
one’s	 identity	 in	 light	 of	 the	 truly	 human	
revealed	 in	 the	 incarnation	of	 Jesus	Christ.	A	
fourth	 competency	pertains	 to	“the	means	of	
a	 proper	 sedition”	 whereby	 ministers	 must	
become	adept	at	challenging	 the	powers	 that	

be	 while	 being	
wise-as-serpents	
and	 harmless-as-
doves.	 The	 final	
task	 is	 to	 learn	 to	
pronounce	 “words	
of	consolation.”

Whereas	 Marney	
worried	 about	 the	
minister’s	 identity	
and	vocation	being	
a c c o m m o d a t e d	
to	 the	 psycho-
t h e r a p e u t i c	
model,	 the	 current	
temptation	is	more	
about	 adapting	
to	 concepts	 drawn	 from	 business	 and	 the	
corporate	 world	 that	 define	 the	 minister	 as	
manager.	 In	 his	 recent	 book,	 The Competent 
Pastor,	 Ron	 Sisk	 has	 taken	 up	 the	 subject	 in	
the	contemporary	context.	He	examines	what	
competence	looks	like	in	terms	of	motivation,	
communication,	time	and	stress	management,	
interpersonal	relations,	leadership,	spirituality,	
and	 personal	 and	 professional	 development.	
The	 result	 is	 a	 supple	 account	 in	 which	
ministerial	competence	is	not	presented	as	an	
absolute	value,	but	as	a	dynamic	 calling	 that	
must	 always	 be	 understood	 relative	 to	 the	
task	 to	 which	 one	 is	 called	 and	 with	 specific	
reference	to	the	one	who	is	called	as	a	person,	a	
Christian,	and	a	minister.

These	reflections	have	been	helpful	in	shaping	
my	 thinking	 about	 what	 it	 means	 to	 form	
students	for	competent	ministry	 in	the	church	
of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 This	 past	 year	 the	 faculty	 of	
Duke	Divinity	School	approved	a	new	process	
to	 review	 the	 master	 of	 divinity	 students	 in	
four	areas:	Their	ability	to	(1)	read	and	exegete	
Scripture	 and	 the	 great	 texts	 of	 the	 Christian	
tradition,	 (2)	 think	 theologically	 about	 the	
doctrines	and	practices	of	the	church	and	about	
the	 world	 in	 which	 the	 church	 finds	 itself,		
(3)	cultivate	habits	of	spiritual	discipline	to	sustain	
a	Christian	life,	and	(4)	act	with	effectiveness	and	
compassion	 in	 leading	 the	 church’s	 ministries.	
Faculty	members	meet	with	students	to	review	
their	 work	 at	 the	 half	 way	 point	 during	 the	
middler	 year	 and	 before	 graduation	 in	 their	
senior	year.	The	new	process	is	a	step	in	the	right	
direction,	but	after	participating	in	a	number	of	
these	reviews	it	is	clear	to	me	that	three	years	is	
only	long	enough	to	start	the	process	of	making	a	
competent	minister.

Our proper  
business as  

theological educators 
is not to determine 

standards for 
preachers  

to be praised 
as qualified 

professionals,  
but rather to  

reflect on what sort  
of character  

one needs to be a 
fit minister for the 

church of Jesus Christ.
Curtis W. Freeman
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Recently	 a	 friend	 called	 my	 attention	 to	 an	
old	 novel	 by	 Geddes	 MacGregor	 titled	 From 
a Christian Ghetto.	 The	 book	 is	 a	 futuristic	
forecast	 by	 a	 25th	 century	 church	 historian	
who	 exchanges	 a	 series	 of	 letters	 to	 a	 young	
man	 studying	 for	 ministry.	 The	 student	 is	
majoring	in	late	medieval	Christianity,	that	is,	
the	church	in	20th	century	America	and	Great	
Britain.	 In	 one	 letter	 the	 teacher	 writes	 his	
young	 understudy:	 “We	 twenty-fifth-century	
Christians	 are	 so	 completely	 disreputable	 in	
the	eyes	of	 the	world	 that	 there	 is	never	any	
question	 of	 keeping	 up	 the	 ‘good	 name’	 of	
Christendom	 among	 those	 outside	 it.	 Our	
name	 is	 so	 vile	 that	 we	 can	 attend	 to	 our	
proper	business	of	realizing	the	ideal	Christian	
community	 free	 from	 fear	of	what	 the	world	
may	think	or	say.”

This	 voice	 from	 the	 future,	 albeit	 a	 fictional	
one,	 is	 a	 reminder	 that	 our	 proper	 business	
as	 theological	 educators	 is	 not	 to	 determine	
standards	 for	 preachers	 to	 be	 praised	 as	
qualified	 professionals,	 but	 rather	 to	 reflect	
on	 what	 sort	 of	 character	 one	 needs	 to	 be	 a	
fit	minister	 for	 the	 church	of	 Jesus	Christ.	To	
that	end,	ministerial	competence	is	ultimately	
about	what	is	required	to	live	into	the	calling	
of	 being	 “servants	 of	 Christ	 and	 stewards	 of	
God’s	mysteries”	(1	Cor	4:1).	And	because	we	
are	all	slow	learners,	formation	for	competent	
ministry	demands	that	the	theological	schools	
work	 in	 close	 partnership	 with	 healthy	
churches	 and	 experienced	 ministers.	 It	 is,	 to	
be	certain,	a	conversation	worth	having,	and	I	
look	forward	to	the	journey	together.		?

Books on Baptist Life for the Minister’s Library
Gathering for Worship: Patterns and Prayers for the 
Community of Disciples	 by	 Christopher	 J.	 Ellis	 and	
Myra	Blyth.	Canterbury	Press,	2005.	423	pages.

This	book	contains	patterns	and	templates	for	a	variety	
of	 services	 including	 the	 Lord’s	 Supper,	 presenting	
infants	and	children,	baptism	and	welcoming	disciples,	
congregational	 covenanting,	 commissioning	 and	
ordination,	weddings,	funerals,	healing,	and	visitation	
of	 the	 sick.	 Produced	 for	 the	 Baptist	 Union	 of	 Great	
Britain,	there	is	no	comparable	resource	anywhere.

Free Church/Free State: The Positive Baptist Vision	 by	
Nigel	G.	Wright.	Paternoster	Press,	2005.	292	pages.

Wright	 offers	 a	 clear	 and	 concise	 account	 of	 the	
Baptist	vision	of	the	church	that	attends	to	ecumenical	
engagement	and	current	ecclesiological	reflection.	It	is	
an	especially	relevant	resource	for	church	leaders	and	
candidates	for	ordination.

Baptists Through The Centuries: A History of A Global 
People	 by	 David	 W.	 Bebbington.	 Baylor	 University	
Press,	2010.	320	pages.

This	book	provides	a	chronological	survey	of	the	main	
developments	 in	 Baptist	 life	 from	 the	 17th	 to	 20th	
centuries	as	well	as	chapters	on	the	social	gospel,	race,	
women,	 church	 and	 sacraments,	 religious	 liberty,	
missions,	and	 identity.	 It	 is	appropriate	 for	 seminary	
classes	and	church	study	groups.

New Spiritual Formation Groups

	 econd-	and	third-year	students	at	Duke	
Divinity	 School	 	 are	 participating	 in	
new	spiritual	formation	groups	led	by	

two	Baptist	ministers.

The Rev. Andrea Dellinger Jones,	 pastor	 of	
Millbrook	 Baptist	 Church	 in	 Raleigh,	 N.C.,	 is	
leading	a	group	on	“Women	Discerning	Ordained	
Ministry	in	the	Baptist–Free	Church	Tradition.”	

A	second	group	led	by	the	Rev. Randy Sherron,	
pastor	 of	 Ridge	 Road	 Baptist	 Church,	 also	 in	
Raleigh,	 is	 exploring	 the	 spiritual	 dimensions	
of	worship	in	the	Baptist–Free	Church	using	the	

S book,	Gathering for Worship: Patterns and Prayers for the 
Community of Disciples.

The	group	led	by	Jones	is	for	women	seeking	ordination	
as	 ministers	 in	 the	 Baptist–Free	 Church	 tradition.	
Through	 shared	 readings,	 engagement	 in	 spiritual	
disciplines	and	practices,	and	ongoing	friendship	and	
conversation,	participants	will	 seek	 to	answer	God’s	
call	to	each	of	them,	as	women,	to	ordained	ministry	in	
the	Baptist-Free	Church	tradition.

The	 group	 led	 by	 Sherron	 is	 exploring	 the	 spiritual	
dimensions	of	worship	in	the	Baptist–Free	Church	using	
the	book	as	a	guide	for	conversation	and	reflection.
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School,	 I	 heard	 the	 phrase	 “community”	
often,	 but	 it	 was	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 this	 chaotic	
circumstance	 that	 community	 became	 the	
hands	of	God	to	uphold	me.	The	day	prior	to	
my	 surgery,	 Duke	 Divinity	 School	 Chaplain	
Sally	Bates	provided	important	words	that	gave	
me	perspective	on	what	I	faced	and	reassurance	
that	I	was	not	alone.	

On	the	day	of	my	surgery,	Baptist	House	Director	
Curtis	 Freeman	 prayed	 with	 my	 family.	After	
being	discharged,	fellow	Divinity	students	and	
congregates	from	my	Baptist	House	sponsored	
field	 placement	 church	 (First	 United	 Antioch	
Baptist	in	Durham,	N.C.)	played	a	vital	role	by	
preparing	meals	for	my	wife	and	me	daily.

While	 one	 would	 expect	 something	 like	 this	
to	 last	a	 couple	of	weeks,	 this	demonstration	
of	 compassion	 continued	 faithfully	 for	 four	
months.	 After	 each	 inpatient	 chemotherapy	
treatment,	I	would	return	home	to	well	wishes	
and	 meals	 from	 fellow	 students	 and	 church	
members.	 There	 are	 no	 words	 to	 express	 the	
kindness	 and	 consideration	 shared	 by	 others	
in	this	local	community	I	have	called	“home”	
for	less	than	two	years.

In	 reality,	 community	 is	 more	 than	 sharing	 a	
classroom,	 pew,	 or	 committee	 assignment.	
Community	is	the	manifestation	of	God’s	love	
and	 compassion	 through	 our	 human	 hands.	
In	the	midst	of	facing	the	most	difficult	trial	of	
my	life,	I	was	surrounded	by	a	community	that	
empowered	 and	 encouraged	 me	 with	 their	
expressions	of	love.	This	experience	taught	me	
the	importance	of	community	to	ease	fear,	curb	
loneliness,	and	show	empathy.

Let	 us	 never	 take	 for	 granted	 the	 questions	
individuals	 have	 as	 they	 travel	 down	 roads	
where	faith	and	doubt	wrestle.	In	this	situation,	
I	have	learned	that	in	the	midst	of	answering	
those	questions	is	where	the	internal	strength	
to	persevere	is	derived.	When	you	are	fighting	
to	 live,	 questions	 of	 theology	 and	 exegetical	
acumen	take	a	backseat	to	the	question	of	“Do	
you	believe	in	God’s	promise	to	care	for	us	in	
our	times	of	need?”		

As	I	return	to	Duke	this	fall,	I	understand	and	
appreciate	that	community	is	a	part	of	healing.	
The	 Baptist	 House	 of	 Studies	 and	 the	 Duke	
Divinity	 School	 community	 have	 not	 only	
demonstrated	that	they	know	the	love	of	God,	
but	through	their	actions,	they	show	the	love	
of	God.	

God	 performed	 a	 miracle	 in	 my	 life	 and	 in	
the	lives	of	my	family,	as	well	as	strengthened	
my	faith.	Each	night	when	my	daughter	falls	
asleep	on	the	scar	left	from	my	heart	surgery,	
I’m	 reminded	 of	 how	 our	 wounds	 can	 bring	
comfort	to	others	in	the	midst	of	trials.

As	a	community,	we	gain	strength	through	our	
prayers	 and	 our	 testimony.	Your	 wounds	 are	
not	 only	 symbols	 of	 deliverance	 for	 you,	 but	
also	a	hope	for	healing	for	others.	So	today	my	
heart	has	been	 reconstructed,	and	 I	 can	 truly	
say	over	the	upcoming	Thanksgiving	holiday,	
I	was	given	a	“heart	of	Thanksgiving!”		?
edward A. Adams, 30, of Ridgeway, s.C., is a 
senior at duke divinity school studying for a 
Master of divinity degree.

A Heart of Thanksgiving 
(continued from page 1)

Want to Get Connected  
with the Baptist House of Studies 

at Duke Divinity School?
Web:	www.divinity.duke.edu/initiatives-centers/baptist-house

Facebook:	Visit the Student Operated Site for 
the Roger Williams Fellowship @ Duke Divinity

Phone:	(919) 660-3599

E-mail:	Send	a	message	to	cdavis@div.duke.edu	
to	be	put	on	an	e-mail	distribution	list	for	upcoming	events
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edward A. Adams,  
holding his 

daughter outside 
duke Hospital, 

says community is 
a part of healing.



	 uring	the	past	year,	the	Baptist	House	of	Studies	Board	
of	Directors	has	focused	on	a	strategic	planning	process	
to	complement	the	comprehensive	planning	effort	that	

occurred	throughout	Duke	Divinity	School.

Our	process	quickly	focused	on	two	essential	questions:	

How	 can	 we	 foster	 increased	 excellence	 in	 the	 ministry	 of	 the	
Baptist	House	of	Studies?	How	can	we	become	more	responsible	
members	of	the	Divinity	School	community?

We	have	already	taken	several	steps	that	we	believe	will	enable	
a	 higher	 level	 of	 excellence	 in	 our	 ministries	 with	 students.	 We	
are	 also	 working	 toward	 building	 stronger	 relationships	 with	
congregations,	not	only	in	North	Carolina,	but	across	the	region.	
We	are	grateful	for	the	outstanding	support	our	ministries	receive	
from	congregations	directly,	and	through	the	Cooperative	Baptist	
Fellowship	of	North	Carolina.	We	are	seeking	to	build	relationships	now	with	Baptists	
in	Virginia	and	South	Carolina,	and	look	forward	to	similar	efforts	in	Georgia.

Now	more	than	20	years	since	the	establishment	of	the	Baptist	House,	we	also	want	it	to	
be	a	more	responsible	member	of	the	Divinity	School	community.	We	would	like	more	
of	our	graduates	to	make	contributions	to	the	Divinity	School	Annual	Fund	because	we	
know	these	contributions	are	particularly	essential	to	the	school’s	life	during	this	difficult	
economic	environment.	We	also	seek	to	actively	promote	the	Divinity	School’s	three	new	
degree	programs	and	other	initiatives	in	the	Baptist	families	of	which	we	are	a	part.

In	the	coming	year,	we	will	continue	to	focus	on	fostering	increased	excellence	and	
responsibility.	 We	 need	 your	 help.	 We	 strongly	 encourage	 your	 congregation	 to	
support	the	ministry	of	the	Baptist	House.	Prayerfully	consider	including	the	Baptist	
House	in	your	congregation’s	annual	budget,	either	through	a	direct	contribution	if	
you	are	not	in	North	Carolina,	or	through	the	CBFNC	Mission	Resource	Plan.	These	
contributions	 will	 strengthen	 our	 ministry	 and	 enhance	 our	 scholarships,	 so	 that	
students	can	graduate	with	less	debt	as	they	begin	ministry.

Beyond	financial	investments,	we	need	congregations	to	respond	to	the	call	to	provide	our	
students	opportunities	to	experience	field	education	in	Baptist	congregations.	We	need	
congregations	within	an	hour	of	Durham	to	host	student	interns	during	the	academic	
year	and	for	congregations	across	the	region	to	offer	summer	ministry	opportunities.	

We	believe	the	Baptist	House	of	Studies	offers	a	truly	unique	opportunity	for	the	
formation	of	a	new	generation	of	Baptist	ministers.	We	are	more	committed	to	that	
vision	now	than	ever.	We	welcome	your	prayers,	your	encouragement,	your	ideas,	
and	your	participation	in	our	ministry	as	we	continue	that	holy	mission.		?

From the Board of Directors

Fostering Excellence in Ministry and Responsibility 

D
Baptist House of Studies
Duke Divinity School • Duke University

2 Chapel Drive • Box 90966
Durham, N.C.  27708-0966

 (919) 660-3599
cdavis@div.duke.edu

www.divinity.duke.edu/ 
initiatives-centers/baptist-house

Faculty and StaFF

Curtis W. Freeman, Ph.D. 
Research Professor of Theology 
and Director of Baptist House 

cfreeman@div.duke.edu

J. Kameron Carter, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Theology  

and Black Church Studies 
jcarter@div.duke.edu

Stephen B. Chapman, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Old Testament 

schapman@div.duke.edu

Callie Davis 
Staff Specialist 

cdavis@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

of Theology and Black Church Studies 
wjennings@div.duke.edu

David M. Moffitt, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor 

of New Testament 
dmoffitt@div.duke.edu

David L. Odom, D.Min. 
Executive Director 

of Leadership Education 
dodom@div.duke.edu

Richard Payne, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine and Divinity 

rpayne@div.duke.edu

James Travis, Ph.D. 
Clinical Professor Emeritus  

of Pastoral Care 
maracperd@aol.com

William Turner, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor  

of the Practice of Homiletics 
wturner@div.duke.edu

Norman Wirzba, Ph.D. 
Research Professor  

of Theology, Ecology, and Rural Life 
nwirzba@div.duke.edu

New Books from Baptist Faculty 
Race: A Theological Account	by	J.	Kameron	Carter

A Company of Women Preachers: Baptist Prophetesses 
in Seventeenth-Century England	by	Curtis	W.	Freeman	

(available	in	spring	2011)
The Christian Imagination: Theology and the  

Origins of Race	by	Willie	Jennings
The Gift of Creation: Images from Scripture and Earth	

edited	by	Norman	Wirzba

Paul Baxley  
d’96, senior  

pastor of First  
Baptist Church  
in Athens, Ga.,  
is the chair of  

the Baptist House 
of studies Board 

of directors.
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By Brandon Pendry

	 riting	about	his	pending	decision	to	live	
in	 a	 L’Arche	 community	 in	 Canada,	
Henri	Nouwen	said,	“When	difficulties	

arise,	the	knowledge	of	being	sent	will	give	me	
the	strength	not	to	run	away,	but	to	be	faithful.	
When	 the	 work	 proves	 trying,	 the	 facilities	
poor,	and	the	relationships	frustrating,	I	can	say,	
‘These	hardships	are	not	a	reason	to	leave,	but	
an	occasion	to	purify	my	heart.’”

My	 summer	 in	 the	 Chulaimbo	 region	 in	
western	 Kenya	 with	 the	 Umoja	 Project	 as	 an	
international	 field	 education	 student	 sent	
by	 Duke	 Divinity	 School,	 the	 Baptist	 House	
of	 Studies,	 my	 own	 church	 (North	 United	
Methodist	 Church	 in	 Indianapolis,	 Ind.),	 and	
most	 importantly	 God,	 was	 strengthened	 by	
this	 knowledge	 that	 Nouwen	 speaks	 of:	 the	
knowledge	of	being	sent.

We	lived	in	the	local	community,	shared	meals	
every	 day	 with	 our	 hosts	 and	 with	 others	 in	
the	community,	and	engaged	with	some	of	the	
most	vulnerable	children	affected	by	the	AIDS	
pandemic.	We	visited	school	feeding	programs	
sponsored	by	Umoja,	the	homes	of	children	who	
have	 no	 parents,	 and	 the	 churches	 of	 people	
whose	faith	is	an	inspiration	to	experience.

Throughout	 it	all,	God	was	there,	comforting	
us	when	we	felt	alone	and	afflicting	us	when	
we	 felt	 selfish.	 But	 the	 knowledge	 that	 God	
sent	us	there,	through	Duke,	through	our	own	
churches,	 and	 through	 God’s	 own	 and	 only	
son	is	truly	what	kept	me	running	the	race.

Thanks	be	to	the	God	who	calls	us	and	sends	
us	out	in	Jesus’	name.		?
Brandon Pendry is a member of the Baptist 
House of studies at duke divinity school and a 
second-year M.div. student.

Being Sent by God to Kenya
By Sanetta Ponton

	 here	 is	 something	 about	 being	 sent	
into	 an	 environment	 that	 expects	 so	
much	from	you	but	for	which	you	feel	

ill-equipped	to	provide.	You	spend	your	time	
living	 in	 a	 world	 of	 tension—understanding	
that	 as	 an	 American	 others	 see	 you	 as	 a	
symbol	 of	 hope	 but	 also	 knowing	 that	 you	
cannot	possibly	fulfill	the	countless	needs	you	
encounter	daily.

On	 some	 days	 I	 felt	 a	 deep	 sense	 of	 despair	
but	 inevitably	 I	 would	 be	 reminded	 of	 what	
Brandon	 [Pendry]	 referred	 to	 in	 his	 field	
education	reflection:	the	realization	that	I	was	
sent	to	Kenya	by	God.

Personally,	 I	 describe	 my	 time	 in	 Kenya	 as	 a	
honeymoon	with	God.	God	and	I	laughed	and	
cried	together.	We	talked.	We	danced.	We	sang.	
I	 spent	my	spare	 time	reading	of	His	 love	 for	
the	world	and	His	desire	to	be	reconciled	with	
His	people.	I	memorized	His	words.	And	it	was	
through	these	exchanges	with	God	that	I	came	
to	understand	my	role,	not	so	much	as	a	symbol	
of	hope,	but	a	representative	of	God’s	love.

God	sent	me	to	be	His	arms	and	embrace	little	
Wellington,	 who	 was	 noticeably	 smaller	 than	
what	he	should	have	been	for	his	age.	God	sent	
me	to	be	His	ears	and	listen	to	Susan	and	Nirea	
speak	of	their	fears	of	living	alone	as	two	teen-
age	girls.	God	sent	me	to	be	His	eyes	and	see	the	
young	 girl	 of	 about	 2	 years	 old	 playing	 in	 the	
mud	without	underpants.	He	sent	me	to	be	His	
feet	to	make	the	two-hour	roundtrip	walk	to	visit	
the	 children	 of	 Nametsa	 Primary	 School.	 God	
sent	me	to	be	His	hands	to	help	prepare	meals	
for	the	families	I	stayed	with.	God	even	sent	me	
to	be	His	voice	to	speak	words	of	encouragement	
to	the	bereaved,	the	sick,	and	the	lonely.

Even	now	I	 sit	 in	awe	 that	God	chose	 to	use	
me;	that	He	chose	to	send	me.	I	am	so	grateful	
that	God	chose	to	send	me	on	this	journey	of	
love	 to	 Kenya,	 and	 my	 experience	 has	 made	
me	 even	 more	 eager	 to	 see	 where	 God	 will	
send	me	next.		?
sanetta Ponton is a member of the Baptist House 
of studies at duke divinity school and a second-
year M.div. student.
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Learn more about the Umoja Project at www.globalinterfaithpartnership.org
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What Does Racial 
Reconciliation Look Like?

The	 Baptist	 House	 of	 Studies	 sponsored	 a	
panel	 discussion	 Feb.	 18,	 2010	 titled	 “Peace	
After	 the	 Fire”	 featuring	 the	 Revs.	 Sidney	 A.	
Locks	 Jr.,	 pastor	 of	 Cornerstone	 Missionary	
Baptist	 Church,	 and	 Randy	 McKinney,	 pastor	
of	Memorial	Baptist	Church.	The	Office	of	Black	
Church	Studies	also	collaborated	on	the	event.	

The	discussion	centered	on	how	the	congregations	
of	the	two	Greenville,	N.C.,	churches	were	drawn	
together	after	an	arsonist	set	fire	Jan.	13,	2007	to	
Memorial	 Baptist,	 which	 has	 a	 predominantly	
white	 congregation.	 The	 next	 Sunday	 when	
the	 members	 of	 the	 burned	 church	 gathered	 in	
the	 church	 parking	 lot	 for	 worship,	 they	 were	
joined	 by	 members	 of	 Cornerstone	 Missionary	
Baptist	 Church,	 a	 neighboring	 church	 with	 a	
predominately	black	congregation.

During	 the	 panel	 discussion,	 Divinity	 School	
students	 and	 faculty	 were	 challenged	 and	
inspired	 to	 respond	 when	 opportunities	 for	
racial	reconciliation	arise.		?

General Baptist President 
Visits Duke Divinity School

Greg	 Moss,	 president	 of	 the	 General	 Baptist	
State	Convention	of	North	Carolina	and	pastor	
of	 Saint	 Paul	 Missionary	 Baptist	 Church	 in	
Charlotte,	N.C.,	visited	Duke	Divinity	School	
on	Jan.	26,	2010.

Moss	 preached	 at	 a	 worship	 service	 in	
Goodson	Chapel	and	led	a	discussion	on	“The	
10	Things	I	Didn’t	Learn	in	Seminary.”		?

Transitions on the  
Baptist House Board

The	Baptist	House	Board	of	Directors	recognized	
the	following	four	outgoing	board	members	for	
their	service	to	the	Baptist	House	of	Studies	at	its	
spring	meeting:	David	Adkins,	Randall	Lolley,	
John	Roberts,	and	Laura	Ann	Vick.

Four	new	directors	who	began	their	three-year	
terms	this	year	are:	the	Rev.	Cheryl	Adamson	
D’02,	of	Conway,	S.C.;	and	North	Carolinians	
Kathy	 Driver	 of	 Raleigh,	 Tamsie	 Lynch	 of	
Durham,	and	Douglas	Murry	of	Rocky	Mount.	
The	board’s	fall	meeting	will	be	held	Oct.	21-
22,	2010	at	Duke	Divinity	School.		?

Year in Review
Baptist House Hosts  

Student Retreat
The	Baptist	House	of	Studies	hosted	a	retreat	
for	 students	 at	 Camp	 Caraway	 in	 Asheboro,	
N.C.,	on	Feb.	26-27,	2010.	The	theme,	“Together	
in	Christ,”	focused	on	Acts	2:41-47.

Alumni	 Eric	 Porterfield	
D’96,	T’98,	and	Wallis	Baxter	
D’09,	 led	 worship.	 Brenda	
Thompson	 D’10,	 planned	
and	facilitated	the	retreat.	

The	next	retreat	will	be	held	
spring	2011.		?

Alumni and Friends Breakfast in Charlotte
Alumni	 and	 friends	 of	 the	 Baptist	 House	 of	 Studies	 gathered	 in	
Charlotte,	N.C.,	on	June	25,	2010,	during	the	General	Assembly	of	the	
Cooperative	Baptist	Fellowship.

During	the	breakfast	meeting,	Baptist	House	Board	Chair	Paul	Baxley	
D’96,	of	Athens,	Ga.,	encouraged	attendees	to	more	actively	support	
Duke	Divinity	School	by	contributing	to	the	Divinity	School	Annual	
Fund.	All	of	the	donations	go	toward	student	financial	aid.

In	 addition,	 Divinity	 School	 Dean	 Richard	 B.	 Hays	 discussed	 three	
new	degree	programs	that	the	school	will	launch	during	the	coming	
year.	The	new	degrees	are	the	doctor	of	ministry	(D.Min.),	the	master	of		
arts	in	Christian	practice	(M.A.C.P.),	and	the	master	of	arts	in	Christian	

studies	 (M.A.C.S.).	 For	
more	information	about	
the	 degrees,	 visit		
www.divinity.duke.
edu/academics.

Next	 year’s	 General	
Assembly	 will	 be	 held	
in	Tampa,	Fla.

Pictured above: 
divinity students at 
General Assembly

Right: Alumni and 
friends at Breakfast 
Meeting



Incoming  
Baptist Students 
Academic Year 

2010-2011
M.Div. Program
Andrew	Barnhill,	Eric	

Bean,	Andy	Dill,	Alison	
Dunn,	Sean	Ewing,	James	
Fenwick,	Jeremy	Gilmore,	

Camille	Glover,	Alden	
Golab,	Aaron	Griffith,	

Ebony	Grisom,	Amanda	
Haines,	Nathan	Hays,	

Jonathan	Hilliard,		
Justin	Maynard,	Bryan		
Miller,	Katie	Morgan,		

William	Rowan,		
Jeremy	Simmons,		
Chase	Thompson,		
Brad	Underwood,		
and	Britt	Vaughan

Th.M. Program
Issac	Curry,		
Ross	Jahnke,		

Lovelle	Maxwell	Jr.,		
Jeff	Norris,	and		
Jackson	Watts

Baptist House  
Graduates 2010
M.Div. Program

Chris	Adams,	Tyler	Atkinson,	
Glenn	Butner,	Heather	Folliard*,	
Rich	Goodier*,	Tommy	Grimm,	
Cedric	Horton,	Kevin	Johnson*,	

Brett	Lybrand,	Ike	Miller,	Andrew	
Needham,	Tomi	Oredein,	Betsy	
Pace,	Maria	Swearingen,	Angela	
Taylor,	and	Brenda	Thompson

Th.M. Program
B.J.	Hutto

M.T.S. Program
Kim	Bodenheimer,	Chad	

Chambers,	Dustin	Chappell,	
Charles	Cook,	Stephen	Gorham,	
Howard	Karesh,	Angela	Reed-

Parker,	and	Megan	Wilder

M.Div./M.S.W. Program
Helen	Lewis-Gibbs

Ph.D. Program
Chad	Eggleston	and	David	Moffitt

* Received the Certificate in Baptist Studies
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Roger Williams Fellowship 
Coordinators Announced

The	 Baptist	 House	 of	 Studies	 has	 announced	 the	
2010-2011	 coordinators	 for	 the	 Roger	 Williams	
Fellowship.	 The	 coordinators	 (pictured	 from	 left)	
are:	Arlecia	Simmons,	Samuel	Gunter,	Jeanne	Cross,	
Ed	Adams,	A.J.	Walton,	and	Julia	Johnson.

Named	for	the	17th	century	Free	Church	trailblazer,	
the	 Baptist	 student	 organization	 at	 Duke	 Divinity	
School	 sponsors	 monthly	 meetings	 on	 campus	
for	 conversation	 about	 contemporary	 issues	 in	
Baptist	 life	 and	 plans	 fellowship	 gatherings	 for	
students	 and	 faculty.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	
http://divinity.duke.edu/initiatives-centers/baptist-
house/student-fellowship.	


