
Why Ordination?
A RECENTLY ORDAINED BAPTIST WOMAN ANSWERS THE QUESTION

Editor’s note: This article was adapted from 
remarks by the Rev. Laura Rodgers Levens at the 
May ordination of LeAnne Spruill, MDiv’09, at 
St. John’s Baptist Church in Raleigh, N.C.

By Laura Rodgers Levens

When I first arrived at Duke Divinity 
School, it seemed like I was always 
being asked the same question over 

and over again: “Why are you here?”

In theory, this question is very open-ended and 
could be answered with all sorts of responses 
such as, “Oh, I’m here because I want to learn 
how to love people better,” or “Why are any of 
us ‘here’ in this world anyway?” Yet in practice, 
the question seeks a direct yes-or-no answer. 
When fellow students, professors, and advisors 
ask why you are at Duke Divinity School, they 
actually want to know, “Are you here because 
you desire to enter ordained ministry?”

Now if asked about ordination, most of the 
Baptist women I have met at Duke Divinity 
and I can give a hearty defense as to why both 
women and men, in general, can be called to 
ordained ministry. As Baptists, we understand 
that all persons confessing Christ have entered 
the priesthood of believers through baptism 
and are called to minister to one another in love 
and tell others about the gospel. In addition, 
many of us have shared with one another our 
personal stories of God’s call to “leave the nets” 
like the disciples and to follow Christ’s example 
in ministering to others.

So if the question had been, “Are you here 
because you desire to engage in full-time 
ministry?”, many of the Baptist women can 
answer with a resounding “Yes!” because this 
is the very answer that brought us to divinity 
school in the first place.

(continued on page 4)
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Rev. Laura Rodgers Levens delivers a sermon in Goodson Chapel.
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So Jesus said to them “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 
And when He had said this, He breathed on them,  

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
John 20:21-22
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Breaking Loose Together
By Curtis W. Freeman 
Director of the Baptist House of Studies

n the spring of 1771, the Rev. John 
Williams, pastor of the Meherrin Baptist 

Church in Lunnenburg County, Virginia, 
embarked on a preaching mission.

Here is the entry from his journal on May 11, 1771:  
“Got to the association about 1 o’clock. Brother 
[Thomas] Hargitt was then about to preach to about 
1,200 souls from the 40th Isaah, 11 verse. Made 
but a poor out as to doctrine, middling warm in his 
application. Brother [John] Burriss got up immediately 
& preach’d from Isaah 55th chap. 3 verse, with a good 
deal of liberty. Set the Christians all a fire with this love 
of God, assembly praising of God with a loud voice. 
Brother Waller exorting till he got spent. Then Brethren 
[William] Marshal and [Elijah] Craig both broke loose 
together, the Christians shouting & they speaking for 
the space of ½ hour or more, then ceased.”

Ten years later, Elijah Craig (along with his 
preacher brother Lewis) left Virginia for 
Kentucky with the famous traveling church 
of 600 souls. In addition to preaching, Elijah 
Craig also founded a distillery from whence he 
became more famous (or infamous depending 
on your point of view) for inventing bourbon 
whiskey. But Elijah Craig didn’t get the Spirit 
out of a barrel! The Spirit of Pentecost was 
what moved him and William Marshal in 
exhortation, and the same Spirit has compelled 
many saints since to break loose together.

Pentecost gives us a glimpse of a new humanity, 
redeemed and reconciled to God. The great 
outpouring of the Spirit is accompanied by a 
great overturning of the social order as sons 
and daughters, young and old, bond and free 
break loose together in prophetic proclamation 
of God’s mighty works. For among the baptized 
there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, 
male and female, for all are one in Christ Jesus 
(Gal 3:28). This is the new creation.

“What does this mean?” Peter stood up with the 
other 11 apostles and announced that what they 
were hearing could not be easily dismissed as 
drunken babblings, as some were suggesting. 
He explained: “this” Pentecostal event is “that” 
which the prophet Joel foretold. “This” is “that” 
(Acts 2:16). Yet seeing the connection between 
the Pentecostal “this” and the prophetic “that” 
requires remarkable insight.

James William McClendon described the “this 
is that” hermeneutical motto as “the baptist 
vision.” What distinguishes Baptists (he argued 
and I think rightly) is not so much a doctrine 
of Scripture, much less a theory of inspiration.  
Rather what characterizes Baptists is a standpoint 
and a conviction that the church now is the 
apostolic community, and the commands of Jesus 
are addressed to us. “This is that.” It correlates 
with an eschatological outlook that we are also 
the end time people, a new humanity anticipating 
the consummation of the blessed hope.

In the spring of 1647, a 16-year-old English 
woman named Sarah Wight began a fast that 
lasted 76 days. Like many of her contemporaries, 
she was searching for some indication that God’s 
love was poured out for her. Her family and 
members of their Baptist congregation gathered 
around her bedside as she lay weakened to the 
point of death, blind, and deaf. As she moved in 
and out of consciousness, she received a series 
of revelations that offered signs of grace. The 
community assembled round her received not 
a little encouragement from her vision. One of 
them asked, “But do you not think there will 
be a time, when God will pour out more of his 
Spirit upon his sons and daughters, than now is 
usual?” She answered, “This is but a taste now 
of what shall be.”

In recent years some Baptists have found it difficult 
to grasp this eschatological vision of reconciliation. 
“Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak” (1 Cor 
14:34). “It says what it means, and it means what it 
says,” they confidently intone. But in fact it means 
what it means. And I suspect that we will only 
glimpse something of its fuller meaning if our 
gaze is directed toward the horizon of the new 
creation instead of backward to the Edenic fall.

Ella Mitchell was an ordained American Baptist 
preacher and educator. She edited the five-
volume series, Those Preaching Women, and at 
the time of her death last November was widely 
acknowledged as the dean of African-American 
women preachers. Reflecting on the Pentecostal 
promise, she observed: “God said that he would 
pour out his Spirit on all flesh, and he has dumped 
the bucket on a whole lot of women a whole lot 
of times.” Amen, Sister Ella! And Lord help us, 
when the next bucket starts to pour, that we will 
all stand under those blessed showers, and may 
we hope and pray for the overturning of the 
powers that be as we seek to live into the upside 
down vision of the new creation where our sons 
and our daughters will break loose together.  ✟

“God said that he 
would pour out his 
Spirit on all flesh,  

and he has dumped 
the bucket on a  

whole lot of women a 
whole lot of times.”

Ella Mitchell,  
Ordained American Baptist 

Preacher and Educator

I



3

By David L. Odom

What leadership challenges keep you 
thinking and praying when your 
body wants to rest at night? Some of 

the questions on my mind include:

• How do I think about raising and spending 
money in the current economic climate?

• How can a pastor make a difference in the 
community?

• How do I continue developing my own 
leadership strengths and skills, while also 
motivating and mentoring others as leaders?

In the busyness of every day, it is a challenge to 
find time and space to reflect on such questions. 
I know it is easy for me to lose sight of the big 
picture. 

In January, Duke Divinity School launched an 
online magazine that serves as a catalyst for 
just that kind of reflection. Faith & Leadership, 
www.faithandleadership.com, is at the center 
of the school’s work in leadership education 
and offers stories, theological reflections, 
reading lists, and other resources.

On the site, you can find video interviews with 
prominent Christian leaders, listen to sermons 
on the site or download them for free at the 
companion iTunesU site, or visit the blog, Call 
& Response, to join the conversation and read 
daily reports on the day’s top headlines.  

You are invited to join this new ministry 
adventure and expand your imaginations so 
that we can wholeheartedly live into our vision 
of cultivating thriving communities that signs 
of God’s reign.  ✟
DAVID L. ODOM is the executive vice president 
and chief operating officer of Leadership 
Education at Duke Divinity School.

Divinity School Launches  
Online Magazine  
on Leadership

W

To see the Faith & Leadership magazine,  
visit www.faithandleadership.com

Duke Student Receives Duncan Scholarship

    s a religious studies major, Nathan Walton knew as a 
freshman that theology was his passion. What he didn’t 
know until leading a Bible study on campus the next year 

was that his true calling would combine theology with teaching.

“Growing up in an independent Baptist church taught me how to 
strengthen my faith, but it wasn’t until studying theology that I learned 
how to understand my faith,” he says. “And the first time I had the 
experience of studying and teaching a class, it was so exhilarating to 
see people grab hold of a concept and then grow spirituality.”

Walton, an incoming Master of Divinity student, was selected as 
this year’s recipient of the James O. Duncan Scholarship, one of the 
nation’s most prestigious scholarships for Baptist seminarians. 

An incoming first-year student at Duke Divinity School has been 
awarded the Duncan Scholarship six of the last seven years. The 
scholarship was created by Ruth D. Duncan of Green Valley, Ariz., 
in memory of her late husband, Jim, a Baptist minister and editor of 
the Capitol Baptist. The scholarship committee invited nominations 
from nine theological schools including Duke, Princeton, Vanderbilt, 
Harvard, Yale, Chicago, Candler, Union, and Wake Forest.

“I am honored and privileged to be the 
recipient of the Duncan Scholarship,” 
says Walton. “I am grateful to the selection 
committee, the Baptist House, and to 
God. It was a wonderful surprise.”

Walton spent the first 18 years of his 
life in Brodnax, Va. Growing up in a 
southern Virginia town of 300 people 
and worshipping weekly in the Meherrin 
Baptist Church with about 35 faithful 
members, he learned the value of 
community. He graduated from the 
University of Virginia (UVA) this spring 
with a major in religious studies.

Dr. Valerie Cooper, assistant professor of religious studies at UVA, 
described Walton as “quite simply, the most impressive first-year 
student I have met.” His thesis for the religious studies major was 
titled “An Evaluation of the Word of Faith Movement: Health, 
Wealth and Positive Confession.” While at UVA, Walton served as 
a leader in the IMPACT ministry as small group leader, evangelism 
coordinator, discipleship chair, and president. He hopes to continue 
graduate studies after earning a M.Div. with the goal of both teaching 
and preaching.

“Nathan has remarkable gifts,” says Dr. Curtis W. Freeman, director 
of the Baptist House of Studies and a research professor of theology. 
“We’re delighted he’s coming to Duke and grateful for the support 
of the Duncan scholarship.”

A

Nathan Walton
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However, all of these statements combined 
still do not fully address the question about 

desire for ordination being asked to Duke 
Divinity students, including Baptist women. 
To hear, “Well that’s wonderful, but do you feel 
called to ordained ministry?” can be extremely 
disheartening and frustrating for the Baptist 
woman who has just told her personal call or 
defended women’s ordination.

Not that the question about whether or not 
one is called to be ordained is an inappropriate 
question; indeed, a professional school for 

Christian education and ministry like Duke 
Divinity School is precisely a place this 
question and others like it should be 
asked. However, since the process and 
conferral of ordination within Baptist 
traditions is performed primarily by a 

single congregation, a Baptist woman’s 
likelihood of considering ordained ministry 

greatly depends upon her congregation’s 
positive view of women’s ordination and its 
active pursuit of discipling women for ordained 
ministry. Therefore the “question everyone asks” 
around Duke is a question many Baptist women, 
myself included, have not been asked before 
entering seminary. After struggling with the 
question while a student at Duke, I found I could 
not answer properly until I had first answered 
the question, “Why ordination?” 

In the Baptist tradition, “Ordination to the 
Gospel Ministry of Jesus Christ” is not a job 
title that is synonymous with “minister” 
or “pastor;” nor is it a certificate given 
because a man or woman has completed 
a master of divinity or other religious 

degree. Therefore men and women who 
seek ordination should not come before the 

church to prove themselves worthy of a title of 
authority, position of power, or permission slip 
to preach and teach.

When the understanding of ordination is diluted 
and functions in these ways, women and men 
throughout the years have shown that God cares 
nothing about the titles and honors of men, but 
works through the weak to shame the strong. 
What matters most to God is that the people 
he has called out by name follow him, live in 
the grace offered them by Jesus Christ, 
and minister to others through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Thus a Baptist woman’s 
experience of the priesthood 
of believers, defense of God 
calling both men and women, 
and her personal call are 
important steps in the process 
of discernment because they guard 
against pursuit of ordination that betrays the 
example of the women who have ministered 
to them. It matters not whether these women 
are mothers, sisters in Christ, or the well-
known women of our past such as Lottie 
Moon or Helen Barrett Montgomery.

If we know what ordination is not, then 
why ordination? First of all, ordination is 
acknowledgment that God has called a 
person to a special form of service to 
God’s people. A woman seeking 
ordination finds herself called 
by God to love people, to 
shepherd them through the 
good times and the bad, and to 
help her Christian community 
grow in the Spirit of the Lord 
and in the desire to live according 
to God’s will. And called by God 
to do so, she has answered by becoming a 
candidate for ordination, and already knows 
that God moves and ministers through her 
without the title of reverend.

As Christ breathed upon his disciples in the 
Upper Room (John 20:19-23), in calling this 
woman, Christ has breathed upon her, filling 
her with the Holy Spirit and telling her, “As the 
Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”

Whatever the ordination process of a particular 
Baptist church or denomination, each step 
is simultaneously a time of discernment and 
support for the candidate by all involved. The 
entire process, culminating in the service of 

Ordained Duke Baptist Alumnae Serving The Church
Below, From Top: Cheryl Adamson, pastor, Palmetto Missionary Baptist 
Church, Conway, S.C.; Kristin Adkins-Whitesides, associate pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Winchester, Va.; Jennifer Ingold-Asbill, associate pastor, 
Zebulon Baptist Church, Zebulon, N.C.; Amy Grizzle, associate pastor, 
South Main Baptist Church, Houston, Texas; and Tonya Armstrong, associate 
pastor, Union Baptist Church, Durham, N.C.
 
Center, From Top: Jane Lyon, pastor, Antioch Baptist Church, Red Oak, 
Va.; Kathryn Spangler, Clinical Pastoral Education, WakeMed Health & 
Hospitals, Raleigh, N.C.; LeAnne Spruill, associate pastor, Yates Baptist 
Church, Durham, N.C.; and Abby Thornton, associate pastor, Freemason  
    Street Baptist Church, Norfolk, Va.

Why Ordination?
(continued from page 1)
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ordination, is a practice of the priesthood of believers 
because all participants minister to the ordination 
candidate and acknowledge the candidate’s anointing 
to pass on the Christian faith, responsibility to care for 
others, and vocation of leadership among the priesthood 
of believers.

With the title of reverend or pastor, the church community 
places its mark upon the ordained. The ordained minister 
is always connected to and reflecting the Christian 
commitment of that particular congregation (and the 
Christian community at large), and the congregation is 
always connected to and held responsible to pray for and 
support the ministers they ordain.

However, ordination is more than a commitment between 
the candidate and the congregation because the woman 
answering the call to ordained ministry has chosen a 
difficult path and vocation. Wherever God calls her and 
whenever the church community turns to her, she will 
pronounce God’s presence, embody Christ in her words 

and actions, and stand as an eyewitness of God’s 
work in others. She will speak to God through 

prayer when others haven’t the strength, 
and she will speak the gospel to each 
Christian and the whole congregation to 
bring them back to God’s will when they 
have strayed from the path.

This is a vocation that no person can do on 
her own strength or all alone. A person called 

to minister to the Christian community will need 
to rely on the Holy Spirit’s sustaining energy daily to 
live a ministry full of holiness, obedience, love, courage, 
compassion, and faith. Thus ministers receive “Ordination 
to the Gospel Ministry” as an anointing of the Holy Spirit 
through the prayers of the people. God celebrates with the 
entire congregation and bestows a mark of blessing upon 
the newly ordained minister for her future in ministry. 

The journey of discernment, candidacy, and ordination is 
different for each person. And ordination may not be the 

future vocation of every student who enters Duke 
Divinity School, but the master of divinity degree 

is crafted in part to help with discernment and 
preparation for this process.

That said, each man or woman who 
enters Duke Divinity School does not 
have to come with a prepared answer to 

the question, “Are you seeking to enter 
ordained ministry?” To those still questioning 

and to my fellow Baptist sisters who have rarely 
— if ever — been asked this question before, you might 
try asking in return, “Why ordination?”.  ✟
LAURA RODGERS LEVENS earned a master of divinity degree 
at Duke in 2008 and is working on a doctor of theology at 
the Divinity School. 

Baptist House of Studies
Duke Divinity School • Duke University

2 Chapel Dr • Box 90966
Durham, N.C.  27708-0966 • 919-660-3599

cdavis@div.duke.edu
www.divinity.duke.edu/programs/baptisthouse

FACULTY AND STAFF

Curtis W. Freeman, Ph.D.
Research Professor of Theology
and Director of Baptist House

cfreeman@div.duke.edu

J. Kameron Carter, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Theology 

and Black Church Studies
jcarter@div.duke.edu

Stephen B. Chapman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Old Testament

schapman@div.duke.edu

Callie Davis
Staff Specialist

cdavis@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

of Theology and Black Church Studies
wjennings@div.duke.edu

David L. Odom, Ph.D.
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer

 of Leadership Education
 dodom@div.duke.edu

William Turner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of the Practice of Homiletics

wturner@div.duke.edu

Tammy Williams, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Theology

and Black Church Studies
twilliams@div.duke.edu

Norman Wirzba, Ph.D.
Research Professor

of Theology, Ecology, and Rural Life
nwirzba@div.duke.edu
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BAPTIST HOUSE CELEBRATES  
20TH ANNIVERSARY

More than 75 friends and alumni gathered Nov. 
7 at the Millennium Hotel in Durham, N.C., to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Baptist 
House of Studies at Duke Divinity School.

For the last two decades, the Baptist House has 
prepared students for Baptist ministry through 
theological education and participation in 
a supportive community. Baptist faculty 
members and administrative staff serve as 
advisers and mentors for the more than 100 
students with Baptist affinities and connections 
at the school.

The house also 
assists students 
with needs ranging 
from financial aid 
to placement, and 
the Baptist Alumni 
Network provides 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for a continuing 
relationship with the 
Divinity School.

Prince Rivers, D’99, 
pastor of United 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 

Missionary Baptist Church in Winston-Salem, 
N.C., delivered the keynote address at the 
anniversary celebration.

Kathy Driver, then chair of the Baptist House 
Board of Directors, and Dr. Paul Baxley, 
then vice chair, presented a declaration of 
appreciation to Duke Divinity School and the 
North Carolina United Methodist Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. Accepting 
the declaration were L. Gregory Jones, dean 
of the Divinity School, and Charles Michael 
Smith, D’65, a Duke University trustee, Pastor 
in Residence at the Divinity School, and an 
ordained elder in the conference.

The Rev. Mel Williams, 
pastor of Watts Street 
Baptist Church in 
Durham and the first 
chair of the board of 
directors, received an 
award for his leader-
ship as a founding 
member of the board  
of directors.  ✟

BAPTISTS AND CATHOLICS HOLD 
CONVERSATIONS

Baptists and Catholics attend conversations 
between the Baptist World Alliance and the 
Catholic Church in December 2008 at Duke 
Divinity School hosted by Baptist House.

The Baptist House of Studies hosted the third 
round of conversations between delegates from 
the Baptist World Alliance and the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity on Dec. 
14-20 at Duke Divinity School.

The theme was “Mary in the Communion of 
the Church.” Divinity School Dean L. Gregory 
Jones welcomed the participants, and Geoffrey 
Wainwright, professor of Christianity, gave an 
address to the participants.

The group will convene in Rome for its fourth 
round of these conversations later this year to 
study “Oversight and Primacy in the Ministry 
of the Church.”

Curtis W. Freeman, director of the Baptist House 
of Studies, published the article “Baptists and 
Catholics Together,” in the Jan. 16, 2009 issue of 
Commonweal on the history and current status 
of Baptist-Catholic conversations.  ✟

Year in  
Review

Rev. Mel Williams (right) 
received an award for his 
leadership as a founding 

member of the Baptist 
House board of directors 

from director Curtis W. 
Freeman.

BAPTIST HOUSE SPONSORS EVENT 
AT CBF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Alumni and friends of the Baptist 
House gathered in Houston, Texas, 
for a breakfast and fellowship June 3 
at the George R. Brown Convention 
Center during the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship General Assembly.

Drs. Paul Baxley, chair of the Baptist 
House Board of Directors, David Odom, 
executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of Leadership Education 
at Duke Divinity School, and Curtis W. 
Freeman addressed the group. 

Drayone Bland, D’08, (from 
left) Rev. Prince R. Rivers, 
D’99, and Lyle Pointer, 
D’09, at the Baptist 
House 20th anniversary 
celebration. 
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NORTH AMERICAN 
DENOMINATIONAL LEADERS MEET 

On Jan. 5-6, the Baptist House and Leadership 
Education at Duke Divinity School hosted 
the annual retreat for the North American 
Baptist Fellowship, the regional fellowship 
of the Baptist World Alliance. The fellowship 
planned the inaugural New Baptist Covenant 
Celebration that was held in 2008.

Representatives of executive leadership from 
the American Baptists, National Baptists, 
Cooperative Baptists, Texas Baptists, Virginia 
Baptists, and other denominations attended.  ✟

Leaders attending the retreat included (from 
left): Emmanuel McCall, vice president of 
the Baptist World Alliance; Randall Everett, 
executive director/CEO, Baptist General 
Convention of Texas; Ralph Duke, the National 
Baptists of America; John Upton, executive
director, Virginia Baptist Mission Board; and  
Roy Medley, general secretary of ABC, USA.

TRANSITIONS ON  
BAPTIST HOUSE BOARD

The Baptist House Board of Directors elected 
new officers for 2009-2010. They are: Dr. Paul 
Baxley, D’96, of Henderson, N.C., chair; the 
Rev. Victoria White, D’02, of Richmond, Va., 
vice chair; and Dr. Jim Travis, Duke clinical 
professor emeritus of Pastoral Care, of 
Durham, treasurer.

The board also recognized the following 
outgoing members: Dr. Stephen Chapman, 
Kathy Driver (outgoing chair), Brenda 
Porterfield, Pat Travis, and Dr. Neal Rogers. 
New members welcomed on the board were: 
Travis, Dr. Macon Sheppard of Charleston, S.C., 
and the Rev. Stephen Cook of Danville, Va.

The fall meeting of the board is scheduled for 
Oct. 15-16 at Duke Divinity School.  ✟

FREEMAN ON THE LECTURE 
CIRCUIT

Curtis W. Freeman delivered the Vivian B. 
Harrison Lectures and preached in chapel at Mt. 
Olive College in Mount Olive, N.C., on March 
10 on the theme “And Your Daughters Shall 
Prophecy: Women’s Voices in the Church.” 

He also gave the James M. Sapp Lectures on 
May 2-3 at Highland Park Baptist Church in 
Austin, Texas, on the theme, “Priests to Each 
Other: Carlyle Marney on Community.”

Freeman will be speaking this  fall at Beeson 
Divinity School (Sept. 30), Georgetown 
College (Oct. 13), Wingate University 
(Nov. 5), and in Rome, Italy at the fourth 
round of Baptist-Catholic conversations  
in December.  ✟

Year in  
Review

New Officers (From Left): Paul Baxley (chair),  
Victoria White (vice chair), and Jim Travis (treasurer)

BAPTIST HOUSE HELPS ELEVATE PREACHING

Dr. William C. Turner, associate 
professor of the practice of homiletics 
at Duke Divinity School, was one 
of the featured preachers at the 
“Elevating Preaching” conference on 
March 29 at the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of North Carolina General 
Assembly in Fayetteville, N.C.

Turner preached on the theme “The 
Emancipation of Our Proclamation.” The 
conference also published a collection of 
selected sermons that included three current 
Duke Divinity students: Maria Swearingen, 
Kevin Johnson, and LeAnne Spruill.

In addition, Swearingen was one of three 
finalists for the Good Preacher Seminarian 
Award, sponsored by the Festival of Homiletics 
and Lectionary Homiletics. Her sermon, “Hip 
Sockets and Hungry Crowds; The Blessing-
Breaking Heart of God,” can be heard on 
YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYh
smdlG9XY&feature=related.

Robert Ewusie-Moses, D’08, and currently 
a doctor of theology student at the Divinity 
School, has been invited to be one of the featured 
preachers for the spring 2010 conference. 

From Top: William turner, Maria Swearingen, 
Kevin Johnson, LeAnne Spruill, and Robert 
Ewusie-Moses,



Incoming  
Baptist Students 

2010
MDIV PROGRAM

Jeanne Cross, Stephanie Drake,  
Robert Ellison, Bradley 

Erickson, Jason Evans, Samuel 
Gunter, Keith Gustine, David 
John Hailey, William Hixon, 

Amanda Huerta, Julia Johnson,  
Jonathan Lett, Thomas Lewis, 

Michael Long, Howard 
McMurry, Marcia Norfleet, 
Brandon Pendry, Sanetta 

Ponton, Vicki Sneed, Bradley 
Underwood, Nathan Walton, 

and Wanda Woods

MTS PROGRAM

Joseph Locke

THM PROGRAM

Paul Clay-Rooks, B.J. Hutto, 
and Brian Maiers

THD PROGRAM

Mack Dennis

Baptist House  
Graduates  

2009
MDIV PROGRAM

Matt Archer, Wallis Baxter,  
Tonya Black, Alisha Damron,  

Brantley Dean, Tasha Gibson*,  
Lauren Hayes, Caroline 

Lawson, Nick Liao, Welford 
Orrock*, Lyle Pointer, C.J. 

Rhodes, Kaneasha Shakelford,  
Travis Simons, Carey Sims,  
Gannon Sims, Emily Slade,  

LeAnne Spruill*, Kevin 
Thomas, Kamille Williams, and  

Jessica Wong

THM PROGRAM

Monica Crews and Scott Ryan

*  Received the Certificate in Baptist Studies

Baptist House of Studies
Duke Divinity School
Box 90966
Durham, NC 27708-0966 
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Welcome  
New Students!

Congratulations, 
Graduates!
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Why Give to the  
Divinity School Annual Fund?
One of the most difficult conversations I have 
every year is when graduates talk with me about 
their Duke Divinity School debt. Many of them are 
blessed to leave without significant obligations, but 
some face enormous challenges.

The current global economic downturn has made 
this need even more pressing by substantially 
decreasing the amount of the Duke Divinity School 
endowments, which will reduce the availability of 
scholarship funds for our students.

That’s where the Divinity School Annual Fund comes 
in. Contributions made to it go directly to student 
financial aid. I’m asking all alumni and friends of the 
Baptist House of Studies to consider making a gift this 
year to the Divinity School Annual Fund, in addition 
to your usual contribution to the Baptist House. All 
you have to do is fill out the envelope attached to this 
issue of the newsletter and mail it back.

Thank you for continuing to generously 
support our students and the work of the 
Baptist House. With your help, hopefully 
there will be fewer of those difficult 
conversations in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Curtis W. Freeman on behalf of the  
Faculty and Staff of Baptist House


