
students demonstrated their hunger
and need for just such a program.

I later became the first paid employee
of the Baptist House when I became
the Baptist House intern during my
senior year at DDS. I remember haul-
ing a huge cardboard box that con-
tained the first Baptist House display
through the RDU and DFW airports
on my way to an early CBF general
assembly. I fondly remember serving
on the Baptist House board for seven
years with my father-in-law (who is
now deceased). I remember another
CBF general assembly when my wife
and I met a Baptist House student
who was working at the Baptist House
display. As we talked and she shared
with me how much the Baptist House
meant to her I burst into tears. It was
the fulfillment of that meeting in the
lounge several years before.

COURTNEY KRUEGER, FBC
PENDLETON, S.C.

Where we are

As a Baptist
at Duke
Divinity

School, I am still
frequently ques-
tioned what a
Methodist
Seminary has to
offer ministers of

the Baptist faith. My answer is sim-
ple: we learn what it means to be
Baptists. The Baptist House of

Studies is the place where the wind-
ing roads of our past, present and
future converge through thought-
provoking discussion, practical min-
istry resources, and a community
ready to encourage us as future min-
isters for the challenges ahead.

The students who take advantage of
the Baptist House at Duke quickly
find that we are among a different,
yet refreshing breed of Baptists.
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Reflections on the past, present and
future of the Baptist House of Studies 

Where we’ve been

Where
was
Baptist

House when I
was at DDS?

I arrived at Duke
in the fall of
1989. There were
about 15 Baptist
students at the Divinity School. We
felt isolated, cut off and abandoned by
our denomination. We did not know
that a “Baptist House” committee had
been at work for a couple of years. We
began a student organization we called
“Baptist Fellowship” (perhaps ironi-
cally, this was before there was a
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship – our
name spoke to our deep hunger).

That fall the Baptist House committee
was in a discernment process. A new
seminary in Richmond was now in
the works. Was there a need for a
Baptist House at Duke? They discov-
ered that there were a few Baptists
enrolled and decided to ask us for our
opinion. I’ll never forget meeting in
the student lounge (not the current
one) with the committee. We were
more than enthusiastic – we were
deeply grateful simply to learn that
Baptists “out there” cared about us. I
believe it was that meeting that sealed
the future of the Baptist House as

Baptist House Celebrates 20 Years at Duke Divinity

Anniversary Celebration
Please mark your calendars to
join us Nov. 7-8, 2008 for our
20th Anniversary Celebration!
We will begin with a meal at
the Millennium Hotel with our
guest speaker,
Prince Rivers,
pastor of United
Metropolitan
Missionary
Baptist Church in
Winston Salem,
N.C., and Duke Divinity grad-
uate of 1999. Child care will be
provided for the meal, and we
will enjoy time together with
our families on Saturday morn-
ing at the Museum of Life &
Science. Formal invitation to
follow. For any questions,
please contact Callie Davis, at
cdavis@div.duke.edu.



Report from the Director
By Curtis W. Freeman

O ur dean recently
asked my advice
about a request he

received from a charitable
foundation. They wanted
him to assist in ranking
the top theological
schools in North

America. There are ranking systems for
colleges and universities, and for most
graduate programs. One of the most
popular evaluations of the best graduate
schools in the country is published by
U.S. News and World Report. Its ranking
system is based on the input of deans,
program directors, and senior faculty
from across the country. Schools are
rated on the quality of the academic
program as well as the excellence of the
faculty, research and students.

There is even a Facebook application
called “Gradzilla” that uses data from
“America’s Best Graduate Schools” by
U.S. News and World Report. Prospective
students can access admissions, tuition
and enrollment information on schools.
They can receive news feeds on top grad-
uate programs or search for schools by
name, discipline and/or location and add
them to their personal list of favorites or
least favorites. They can even create polls
to ask their Facebook friends, “Which
school should I go to?”

I identified with my dean’s struggle. The
Association of Theological Schools in
the United States and Canada reports a
membership of more than 250 schools
that offer post-baccalaureate programs
for theological education. Yet there is no
national ranking system for theological
schools, and understandably so. By what
standard could you begin to measure the
quality of the varied curricula? More
important, how would you determine
which schools were doing the best job of
preparing people for ministry? Still,
prospective students, potential donors,
and other inquiring minds want to know.

Size is certainly an important indicator
of the strength of a theological school.

I graduated from a Baptist institution
that then claimed more than 4,000 stu-
dents, making it the largest seminary in
the nation, not just the denomination.
Now the interdenominational Fuller
Theological Seminary is the largest. But
there are other indicators within the
demographic of student enrollment:
How many students are full time, resi-
dent and/or studying on the main cam-
pus? What is the number of graduates,
and in particular those completing the
basic ministry degree (M.Div.), com-
pared with the total enrollment?

It is clear that size matters to many stu-
dents. Almost 40 percent of the seminary
students in the United States attend just
20 schools. But does bigger always mean
better? Worth considering is the student
to faculty ratio and the sense of commu-
nity that includes the role of small groups
inside and outside the curriculum, the
importance of corporate worship and
spiritual formation, and the overall social
life. To be sure, a critical mass of students
is crucial for a dynamic student life, but
smaller sometimes has advantages over
bigger, especially when there is an empha-
sis on personal transformation comple-
menting academic formation.

Financial stability is another indicator of
strength. The amount of the endowment
and the success of the annual develop-
ment campaign may never cross the
mind of most prospective students, but
they probably should. Many schools,
especially free-standing seminaries, face
significant challenges just to stay solvent.
Reports of closures, restructuring and
downsizing among theological schools
are all too common. Daniel Aleshire,
executive director of the ATS, estimated
that about 30 seminaries are currently in
significant financial stress. He predicted
that in the future, “There may be just
two kinds of seminaries, those with sub-
stantial endowments or effective annual
giving and the nonexistent.” On the
whole, divinity schools located within a
university seem to be faring well, in part
because they draw upon the resources of
the larger institution. Still raising the
budget remains a challenge.

Connection to the church has histori-
cally been a key mark of strong theo-
logical schools. Yet there are signs that
this link, even in denominationally affil-
iated institutions, is weakening. Fewer
entering seminarians indicate that they
are preparing for a vocation of
ordained ministry than in years past. In
many schools the majority of students
no longer enroll in the basic ministry
degree program, the M.Div. program.
This spring at Duke Divinity School,
34 of the 37 Baptist graduates received
the M.Div. degree, and 15 of them
earned a certificate in Baptist studies.
Some are headed for chaplaincy, social
work, or graduate school, but most of
them are bound for congregational
ministry. God bless them. The Church
is ever in need of good leadership.

The faculty is one of the most obvious
signs of a strong theological school.
The results of a recent nationwide
questionnaire administered by ATS
indicated that the quality of the faculty
and the academic reputation of the
school were the top two factors for stu-
dents in their decision to attend a par-
ticular theological school. A similar
questionnaire administered by our
office each year consistently bears out
the national trend. When Time maga-
zine named long-time Duke Professor,
Stanley Hauerwas, “America’s Best
Theologian” in 2001 it was not a huge
surprise. (Hauerwas of course ques-
tioned whether “best” was a theologi-
cally appropriate category. Christians,
he has argued through the years,
should be more interested in faithful-
ness than success.) But the truth is they
could have easily selected any number
of the Duke faculty who consistently
set the bar for excellence in research
and writing. A blog by a British Baptist
recently reported on the move of the-
ologian Jeremy Begbie to Duke: “Is
there another university that can match
the faculty there?” Good question.

In the end, how one conceives of the
top theological schools depends large-
ly on what one thinks are the goals
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My Number #1 Theological School
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Students Share Vision for Baptist Unity

D ivinity students with vastly differ-
ent Baptist backgrounds shared a
common vision for their denomi-

nation when they traveled together to
Atlanta, Ga., this past winter to
embrace a “New Baptist Covenant.”

The gathering, which brought together
the nation’s four traditionally black
Baptist denominations with mostly
moderate-to-liberal white Baptists,
was the first-ever interracial meeting
of the denomination on such a large
scale. The groups meeting in Atlanta represented
approximately 20 million Baptists nationwide.

Twenty-two students carpooled to Atlanta with Baptist
House Director Curtis Freeman and Tammy Williams,
assistant professor of theology and black church studies.

The gathering was less about theology and more about
“healing the wounds of racial divisions” that have a 200-
year history in Baptist life, says Freeman.

“The process of racial healing
won’t be easy, says LeAnne Spruill,
one of the students who attended
the gathering. “We need to really
get into the messiness of why we’re
still separate.We need to pull that
out and talk about it.”

Wallis C. Baxter III, another divin-
ity student who made the trip, was
raised in the National Baptist tra-
dition in Atlanta. As a pastor,
Baxter wants to continue to pro-

mote a faith-in-action agenda in his ministry.

A key component of racial healing must include a will-
ingness to listen to one another, he says. “A lot of the
issues that separate us are because we love to tell our
story, but we don’t necessarily like listening to other
people’s stories. I think that is key, especially for the
racial issues. If both sides listen, I can see interracial
dialogue emerge.” BH

BH News & Notes

We welcome
Dr. Norman
Wirzba who

joins the Divinity
School this fall as
research professor of
theology, ecology, and
rural life. Dr. Wirzba is the author or
editor of six books, including The
Paradise of God, Living the Sabbath,
and The Art of the Commonplace.
Since 1995 he has been professor and
chair of the philosophy department of
Georgetown College, as well as serving
as an adjunct professor at Baptist
Seminary of Kentucky. Dr. Wirzba is a
frequent speaker at Duke Divinity
School. He most recently delivered the
James Grey Lectures at the 2007
Convocation and Pastors’ School. He
and his wife, Gretchen, have four chil-
dren: Emily, Anna, Benjamin and Luke.

This past academic year, 37 students
graduated from Duke Divinity School
and the Baptist House of Studies. Of
those graduates, 15 received the

Certificate in Baptist Studies, five stu-
dents graduated summa cum laude, and
another five received magna cum laude
awards. Robert Moses received the
McMurry Richey Award in Missions,
Tremayne Johnson was awarded the
Jameson Jones Preaching Award, and
Scott Ryan was given the Award for
Excellence in Bible. See the full list of
our graduates and where they are now:
www.divinity.duke.edu/programs/bap-
tisthouse/placement

Alumni and friends of the Baptist
House gathered for breakfast and fel-
lowship on June 20 at the CBF General
Assembly in Memphis, Tenn. Speakers
included Lee Canipe, Paul Baxley, Dave
Odom and Curtis Freeman. Graduating
classes from 1973 to the spring of 2008
were well represented. A similar gather-
ing is being planned for the 2009
General Assembly in Houston.

The Baptist House Board unani-
mously voted Kathy Driver from
Raleigh, N.C. as the new chair, with a
term ending in 2011. Cathy James,
Raleigh, N.C., will become vice chair,
and Paul Baxley, Henderson, N.C.,

will remain as treasurer of the Board.

This year Baptist Women in Ministry
presented two $1,000 scholarship
awards, Excellence in Preaching and
also Pastoral Ministry, in memory of
Addie Davis, Baptist women in min-
istry pioneer, who died in 2005. Duke
Divinity School’s Caroline Lawson
received the Addie Davis Award for
Outstanding Leadership in Pastoral
Ministry. Caroline is entering the
third year of the M.Div. program at
Duke. She wrote, “There is not a sin-
gle moment of ‘calling.’ There are
millions of moments, which snowball
into a gentle nudging to care for the
church. These moments make me
who I am. I am a minister.” BH

BH Calendar
Board Meeting: October 9-10

20th Anniversary: November 7-8
Bapt/Cath Conversations:

December 14-20

Left to right: Graham Ashcraft, Curtis
Freeman, Wallis Baxter III, Chris

Schelin, and LeAnne Spruill.
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A s a teen-ager, Brett McCarty
had become frustrated with 
the church.

Although he grew up in a strong,
close congregation in rural Elko,
S.C., his experiences with Baptist
youth culture left him cold.

“I had become disillusioned with
contemporary Christian youth cul-
ture,” McCarty says. “So much of it
seemed to be self-centered and based
on entertaining students. There’s a
place for being critical, but I needed
my eyes to be opened to just how
critical I had become.”

All that began to change, though,
when McCarty became involved with
Mere Christianity Forum, a student
organization at Furman University
that promotes thoughtful ecumenical
dialogue on Christian faith
through lectures, book discus-
sions, an intentional Christian
community and other pro-
grams. During his four years
at Furman, McCarty experi-
enced a new kind of hospitali-
ty, and he had the opportuni-
ty to reflect on the works of
theologians such as Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and Clarence
Jordan.

“I found a space where peo-
ple were talking about things
that really mattered,” he says.
“I had the opportunity to test
ideas and hold onto what was
good.”

This summer, McCarty, a first-year
M.Div. student at Duke Divinity
School, was awarded the prestigious
James O. Duncan Scholarship. The
scholarship, which covers three years
of tuition, books and fees, is present-
ed each year to an outstanding
Baptist student at selected seminar-
ies. He is the fifth Duke student to
receive the award in the last six years.

“The fact that Brett was selected by
the committee from among 24 candi-
dates recommended by other theo-

logical schools including Candler,
Harvard, Princeton, Wake Forest and
Yale indicates what a remarkable
young man he is,” says Curtis
Freeman, research professor of theol-
ogy at Duke Divinity School and
director of the Baptist House of
Studies. “But the fact that five of the
last six Duncan scholars are students
at Duke Divinity School is a testimo-
ny to the quality of Baptist students
that are drawn to Duke.

“While reading his application essay I
was impressed as much by his deep
spiritual convictions as by his sharp
theological intellect,” adds Freeman.
“Here’s someone whose understand-
ing of being a Baptist Christian has
been shaped by Karl Barth, James
McClendon and John Yoder—three
of my favorite theologians.”

McCarty’s time with the intentional
Christian community, called Vista
House, was especially formative, he
says. He studied, prayed and shared
meals with other students, faculty and
guests at Vista House throughout his
four years at Furman, and he lived

there with five
other students
last year.

“The theological
mission of Vista
House is to be a
place of hospi-
tality and service
and to treat any-
one who walks
up to that door
as thought they are Christ himself,”
says McCarty, who earned bachelor’s
degrees in both mathematics-eco-
nomics and religion at Furman.
“This place really helped start deep-
ening my theological reflection.”

He learned more about Duke
Divinity School through lectures and
readings, as well as through Furman

graduates who had matricu-
lated at Duke. McCarty
realized that enrolling in the
Divinity School’s M.Div.
program would be a power-
ful step toward fulfilling his
calling to ministry.

“I began to see a lot of
connections for me with
Duke Divinity School,” says
McCarty, who was inducted
into the Phi Beta Kappa
honor society and also
earned a full-tuition schol-
arship to Furman. “I knew
I wanted to go somewhere
that was academically rig-
orous but also spiritually
faithful. I saw Duke making

a fairly serious attempt at that. I
prayed and reflected a lot on what I
should do after graduation.”

When he learned this summer that he
had been awarded the Duncan scholar-
ship, McCarty felt his direction was set.

“I really want to submit myself to
God and to seek what the right thing
for me would be,” he says. “This
scholarship is probably the closest
thing I could ask for as an answer to
prayer. I really feel at peace, like I’ve
seen God lining things up.” BH

Intentional Community Fuels Student’s Faith Journey

New Roger Williams Coordinators
Wallis Baxter

Heather Folliard
Kevin Johnson

Carey Sims
Gannon Sims

Duncan Scholar: Brett McCarty (top left) poses with the
other residents of Vista House at Furman University



Turmoil in our Baptist churches
engenders an uncertainty among min-
isters earnestly seeking what God’s
call on our lives looks like in a
denomination more famous for boy-
cotts, Bible-beating and bellicose con-
servatism than for Christian love, rec-
onciliation and community.

The Baptist House professors and
staff are adamant about moving us to
envision a different way of being
Baptist as we imagine the life and
work of the church within the contin-
uation of God’s story revealed to us
through Scripture and the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. Those who with
great effort and foresight built the
Baptist House at Duke 20 years ago
have helped current students not only
to know why they are Baptists, but to
state with some degree of pride that
we are Duke-educated Baptists.

LEANNE SPRUILL, M.DIV.’09

Where we’re headed

B aptist House has done a great job
of encouraging the formation of
Baptist ministerial identity within

the ethos of Duke Divinity School. In

Baptist House 20th
continued from page 1

the future, the out-
standing course
work will contin-
ue, and the oppor-
tunities for field-
work in a Baptist
context and sup-
port for students
in their final year
will be strengthened. Financial gifts,
advocacy for graduates in job searches,
and the creation of internships are criti-
cal to the strengthening of the ministry
and are the work of all of us who are
the faculty, alumni, staff, friends and
students of Baptist House.

The new work of the Divinity School
in leadership education will expand
our work with Baptists and other
denominations by focusing new servic-
es to benefit congregations, denomina-
tions and other religious institutions.
In 2009, the school will launch a web-
based magazine and in-depth face-to-
face training experiences that will pro-
vide theologically rich and practically
sound resources for leadership. The
new work has the possibility of
strengthening Baptist House by
enhancing the school’s role in the life-
long development of Christian leaders.

DAVID ODOM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
LEADERSHIP EDUCATION AT

DUKE DIVINITY
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Durham, N.C. 27708
919-660-3599

cdavis@div.duke.edu
www.divinity.duke.edu/programs/

baptisthouse

Faculty and Staff

Curtis W. Freeman, Ph.D.
Research Professor of Theology
and Director of Baptist House

cfreeman@div.duke.edu

J. Kameron Carter, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Theology 

and Black Church Studies
jcarter@div.duke.edu

Stephen B. Chapman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Old Testament

schapman@div.duke.edu

Callie Davis
Staff Assistant

cdavis@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D.
Assistant Research Professor

of Theology
wjennings@div.duke.edu

Tiffney Marley, M.Div.
Director of the Office of

Black Church Studies
tmarley@div.duke.edu

Norman Wirzba, Ph.D.
Research Professor of

Theology, Ecology, and Rural Life
nwirzba@div.duke.edu

David Odom, Ph.D.
Executive Director of

Leadership Education at Duke Divinity
dodom@div.duke.edu

William Turner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of

the Practice of Homiletics
wturner@div.duke.edu

Tammy Williams, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Theology

and Black Church Studies
twilliams@div.duke.edu

and aims of theological education for
both head and heart when done well.
And for those who are interested in the
outcome of that national ranking our
dean helped with, Duke Divinity
School again made the list of top-tier
theological schools from that charitable
foundation. Considering the factors
above, I’m conscious that identifying
the right school may be as important
as ranking the best one. But most of all
I’m thankful that so many Baptist stu-
dents and congregations have received
the benefits of the great theological
education from Duke Divinity School.
With your support they will continue
to do so for many years to come.

Director’s Report
continued from page 2

On March 15, 1975, M.E. Dickson of
York, S.C. wrote a letter to Carlyle
Marney asking for advice: “What theolo-
gy school is rated #1 by most Professors,
Deans, and Preachers?” Marney’s reply
was simple and to the point: “I like Duke
and am proud to teach there.” There are
wonderful theological schools that are
preparing excellent leaders for the
church. For the future of the kingdom
we need as many schools as possible to
flourish. But if you ask me what theolog-
ical school I think is #1, like Marney, my
answer is short and sweet: “I like Duke
and am proud to teach there.” And I
know a lot of alumni from the Baptist
House of Duke Divinity School and a
bunch of churches that have been blessed
by their leadership who can add a hearty
“Amen!” BH
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Baptist House
Graduates 2008

MDiv Program

Latonya Agard, Jennifer Asbill*,
Graham Ashcraft*, Drayone

Bland*, Amy Canosa*, Donald
Ceres, Dionne Davies, Prinn

Deavens, Matthew Easter*, Kadia
Edwards, Robert Moses*, Joshua
Hearne*, Seth Heringer, Michael

Jackson*, Charles Jardin, Tremayne
Johnson*, Taihesia Lane, Tabatha

Lennon, Laura Levens, Ashley
Lloyd, Jane Lyon*, Matthew

Marston*, Nick Mumejian, Gyasi
Patterson, Scott Ryan, Matthew

Salas*, Christopher Schelin*, Kelly
Schelin, Kathryn Spangler*, Joy

Turner, Eric Vogt, Monique
Williams, Carla Williamson*, and

Lewis Woods Jr.

ThM Program

Andrew Byers, and Logan Dunn

MTS Program

Rachel Hunt-Hill

*  Received the Certificate in Baptist Studies

Incoming Baptist
Students

2008-2009
MDiv Program

Brad Acton, Ed Adams, John Jay
Alvaro, Chris Breslin, Charlene

Brown, Courtney Bryant, Patrick
Bryant, Reynolds Chapman, Stephen

Gorham, Christine Grant, Mary
Elizabeth Hanchey, Darriel Harris,

Drew Herring, Micah Lansing, Curt
Lowndes, Brett McCarty, Edmund

Newsome, Sean Palmer, Andrea
Pippins, Myra Shird, Tiffany

Thomas, AJ Walton, Emily White,
Dewey Williams, Kimberly Williams,

and Ashley Workman

MTS Program

Chad Chambers, Dustin Chappell,
David Cook, and Angela Reed

ThM Program

Issac Curry, Brandon Edwards,
Benjamin McCoy, Justin Nalls,

Scott Ryan, and Todd von Helms

ThD Program

Rae Cho, Robert Ewusie-Moses,
Laura Levens, and Dan Rhodes


