
Philippines to a stint with Heifer
Project International and, now, to
Duke Divinity School.

Entering the M.Div. program this
fall, McWilliams is also the most
recent in a string of Duke divinity
students to receive the James O.
Duncan Scholarship. Covering full
tuition, books and fees for three
years, the prestigious award is pre-
sented each year to a Baptist student
attending certain, selected divinity
programs. This year, the scholarship
committee invited nominations from
nine theological schools, including
Duke, Princeton, Vanderbilt,
Harvard, Yale, Chicago, Candler,
Union and Claremont.

“Lots of gifted men and women are
at all these schools,” says Curtis
Freeman, director of the Baptist
House of Studies. “But four out of

the last five years, a Duke student
has received the scholarship. That
reflects well on the kind of Baptist
students who are drawn to Duke.
They represent the very best in
Baptist life.”

McWilliams is no exception, says
Freeman: “Clearly, the Duncan
committee recognized that Margaret
is exceptionally bright and passion-
ately evangelical. They were all
blown away by her vision.”

Solidly rooted in the Baptist tradi-
tion, McWilliams grew up in Benton,
Ark., where she is still an active
member of First Baptist Church,
Benton. After graduating summa 
cum laude from Lyon College, a
Presbyterian-affiliated liberal-arts
college in Batesville, Ark., she spent
a year as a mission volunteer with
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in
the Philippines. Returning to the U.S.
in the summer of 2004, she worked
the past two years as an administra-
tive assistant and later a communica-
tions associate in the international
headquarters of Heifer Project
International, located in Little Rock.

Although her Baptist “stakes” are as
strong as ever, McWilliams says the
years she pent working in the
Philippines and at Heifer Project
truly stretched her, giving her a
whole new view of life and ministry.

In the Philippines, she lived and
worked closely with a female
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Margaret McWilliams, a first-
year student at Duke Divinity
School, can barely read the

first four verses of Isaiah 61 without
getting teary eyed. They’re the ones
that Jesus read in the temple at
Nazareth at the outset of his ministry.
The ones about bringing good news to
the oppressed; binding up the broken
hearted; proclaiming liberty to the
captives and release to the prisoners.

“I don’t know yet what my ministry
will be, but whatever I do, I know
that Isaiah 61 will be at the heart of
it,” says McWilliams.

As a woman and a Baptist, however,
she undergirds that call to ministry
with yet another passage from Isaiah,
this one from chapter 54, verse 2:
“Enlarge the site of your tent, and
let the curtains of your habitations
be stretched out; do not hold back;
lengthen your cords and strengthen
your stakes.”

“As an ecumenical evangelical, I’m
about expanding my tent to include
all shades and colors and denomina-
tions,” says McWilliams.

Taking Isaiah’s directive to heart,
McWilliams has indeed held nothing
back in her journey to divinity
school. Over the past four years,
McWilliams has repeatedly “enlarged
her tent,” pushing her boundaries
and stretching herself in a round-
about journey that has led from a
small town in Arkansas to the

“Ecumenical Evangelical” hears her call in Isaiah 

Another Duncan Scholar!
Margaret McWilliams 

at Duke Divinity School



As 4th of July fireworks were
exploding back home in the
U.S., a delegation from the

Baptist House of Studies joined with
Baptists from around the world in
the African nation of Ghana this
summer for the 2007 annual meeting
of the Baptist World Alliance.

The event, held July 2-7 in Accra,
Ghana, drew about 450 Baptists
from more than 50 countries, includ-
ing Curtis Freeman, director of
Baptist House; Chad Eggleston,
M.Div. ‘02 and a graduate student in
religion, and Robert Moses, a third-
year M.Div. student.

Themes of reconciliation and free-
dom permeated the historic gather-
ing, which coincided with the 50th

anniversary of Ghanaian independ-
ence. In addition to worship, fellow-
ship, and the various committee
meetings typical of such conferences,
the annual meeting also saw the elec-
tion of a new general secretary,
Neville Callam of Jamaica. The first
person of non-European ancestry to
serve as BWA general secretary,
Callam succeeds Denton Lotz, who
is retiring later this year.

“For me, Neville Callam’s election
was truly one of the highlights of the
meeting,” says Freeman. “Under his
leadership, the BWA will take a dif-
ferent focus, which is essential, given
the explosive growth of Christianity
in the southern hemisphere.”

A visit to the Cape Coast Castle—a
huge fortress on the Atlantic that was
a major embarkation point for the
transatlantic slave trade for more than
200 years—was also an extraordinari-
ly moving experience for the Duke
delegates. After touring the castle, the
BWA delegates met for worship in a
formal service of reconciliation.

The slave castle vividly illustrated
the ills that can happen when
church and culture become inter-

twined, says Freeman. Above the cas-
tle’s dungeon, where slaves were held
until they were sold and loaded upon
ships for transit, stood a chapel.

“These people were locked in a hold
with no light and water and above
them, literally, was the church,” says
Freeman. “The whole experience was
a pilgrimage for me. We think slavery
is something in the past, but it’s not.
The ramifications are still being
played out today.”

For Eggleston, who was attending his
second BWA meeting, the conference
helped him to understand and appre-
ciate a broader vision for the role of
Baptists throughout the world.

“The first meeting I attended was two
years ago, in the United Kingdom,
and both times, I’ve come away with
a sense of the sheer scope of Baptist
life across the globe,” says Eggleston.
“The numbers alone are impressive,
but even more was the depth of con-
viction and theological insights from
delegates from around the world.”

At the meeting, Eggleston could see
the BWA moving away from tradi-
tional, paternalistic models of mis-
sion and toward truly cooperative
ministry by Baptists from throughout
the world.

“To put it another way, western
Baptists are finally realizing that we
aren’t only teachers of our fellow
Christians in the rest of the world,”
he says. “We’re also students with a
lot to learn from them.”

That global connection and more
worldly perspective is a primary rea-
son Baptist House is a part of the
BWA, says Freeman.

“The BWA keeps us in conversation
with Baptists all over the world,” he
says. “Otherwise, it’s something we
wouldn’t be able to do. Instead, we’d
just stay in our own little enclave
with people who look like us and
think like us and act like us.”

To Moses, the trip was both a literal
homecoming and a chance to deepen
his growing Baptist identity. A native
of Ghana, Moses grew up attending
Methodist and Presbyterian churches
there, but became a Baptist after
coming to the United States for high
school and college. Having the oppor-
tunity to meet Ghanaian Baptists
was, for Moses, the most profound
aspect of the meeting.

“My goal was to meet Baptist leaders
from around the world, especially the
leaders from Ghana,” he says. “I am
happy to say I was able to form great
relationships and am looking for-
ward to how the future unfolds.”

Moses also relished the chance to
attend seminars led by major Baptist
scholars from around the globe. The
chance to meet and listen to scholars
whose works he has read before
reminded him that “we live in a very
small world.”

Like Moses, Eggleston also said the
meeting had been a great opportuni-
ty to meet international Baptist lead-

ers. He says he came home with
new appreciation for Freeman’s
many contacts in the Baptist
world.

“I realized in Ghana that Dr.
Freeman knows just about every-
one in the world who is or ever has
been Baptist,” says Eggleston. “I
know that because he introduced
me to most of them.” BH

Baptist House Delegation attends BWA Meeting in Ghana
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BWA Homecoming
Chad Eggleston and Robert Moses visit with Moses' family in Ghana 
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Transitions at Baptist House

Duke Divinity School will be
just a little bit less Baptist in
2008, with the retirements

this year of two legendary Baptist
faculty members, James L.
Crenshaw, the Robert L. Flowers
Professor of Old Testament, and
James L. Travis III, clinical pro-
fessor of pastoral care.

“Baptist House is deeply
grateful to Jim Travis and Jim
Crenshaw for their support and friendship,” says Curtis Freeman,
director of Baptist House and research professor of theology and
Baptist studies. “We will miss them both. They have both been
good friends to Baptist House since the beginning.”

Crenshaw, who will retire in December, is part of a
long line of great Baptist Old Testament scholars such as
H. Wheeler Robinson and H. H. Rowley, says Freeman. 
A leading interpreter of wisdom literature and a frequent
writer on prophecy, Crenshaw came to Duke in 1987 after
18 years at Vanderbilt Divinity School. 

James L. Crenshaw

Travis, who also came 
to Duke in 1987, retired last
January after 19 years as 
director of the Department 
of Pastoral Services at Duke
University Hospital and clinical
professor of pastoral care at the
divinity school. Under his lead-
ership, the hospital chaplain
program expanded to include 
a director, associate director,

five senior chaplains, six chaplain residents, and five to 10
chaplain interns each semester. Together, they made more 
than 15,000 visits with Duke hospital patients and families.

“These two gentlemen helped lay the foundation for 
the strong Baptist presence at the divinity school,” says
Freeman. “Whether it was writing a thoughtful book on
theodicy or showing a pastoral care intern how to be present
to a family in crisis, they have both been gifts to the divinity
school and all our students,” says Freeman. “Though they’ve
retired, they will always be a part of Baptist House.” BH

James L. Travis III

BH News & Notes
Dr. David Odom
comes to the Divinity
School to work as an
executive director in
the Divinity School’s
growing area of lead-
ership development,
both with current and new initiatives.
He will be working especially with
Christian institutional leaders,
including an active involvement with
the leadership of CBF. Dave is well
known around Duke through the
ministry placement seminars he facil-
itates with current students, the
Young Leaders’ Program which bene-
fits Duke alumni in the transition to
ministry, and his ongoing consulta-
tions with congregations.

Callie Davis joins the Baptist House
this fall as the new full time staff
assistant. Callie is a graduate of
Orange High School and Alamance
Community College. She comes with
experience in sales and industry. She
brings a wide array of personal and

technical skill that will surely be
appreciated by everyone in the
Baptist House. She is a life-long
Baptist and is excited about being
able to give back to the community
that has given so much to her.

On Friday September
21, the Baptist House
and the Roger
Williams Fellowship
will host a lecture by
Dr. Parush Parushev
entitled “Living the
Vision, Making a History: The
Church and the Shoah in Bulgaria”
at 12:30 p.m. in 0016 Westbrook at the
Divinity School. Parushev is the aca-
demic dean of International Baptist
Theological Seminary in Prague,
Czech Republic. He was born in
Bulgaria, where he was a member 
of the Communist Party. After his
conversion and call to the ministry,
he studied at Ruschlikon, Southern
Seminary, and Fuller Theological
Seminary where he earned a PhD in
theology under James McClendon.

The Baptist House Board of Directors
will meet on October 4-5. New officers
include: Dr. Randall Lolley, chair; Ms.
Kathy Driver, vice chair; and Dr. Paul
Baxley, treasurer. Above left: Current
Board chair Randall Lolley with his
wife Lou at the Baptist World Alliance
Centenary in 2005. Above right: Past
board chair Mary Strauss and outgoing
chair Macon Sheppard on right).

David Odom will lead a Ministry
Placement Workshop October 15 
for Baptist and other Free Church
seniors and middlers. Discover how
to prepare a resume that tells your
story. Learn about interviewing with
search committees, salaries, and
more. Registration required. Contact
Callie Davis in the Baptist House
office at (919) 660-3599 or email her
at cdavis@div.duke.edu.
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Curtis W. Freeman,
Director

In the wake 
of the 1954
Brown v. Board

of Education 
decision, Carlyle
Marney published
a provocative 
article in The
Christian Century
entitled “The
Emancipation of
a White.” There 
he traced the myth
of Anglo-Saxon
supremacy to

Joseph Arthur Gobineau’s Essay on
the Difference in Races, which opined
that “all civilizations derive from the
white race” and that “decadence sets
in with the fusion of peoples.”

One of the most enduring legacies of
domination by white Antebellum
Southerners was the myth of Ham
(Gen 9:20-27). According to the
myth, black skin and moral degrada-
tion were signs of divine punishment
and a warrant for racial subjugation.
Yet long after slavery, the image of
Ham continued to conjure up the
demons of white supremacy.

Marney clarified that just as not every-
one who bought into white supremacy
appealed to the old Hamite myth, nei-
ther had they all read Gobineau’s
book. They nevertheless consumed its
ideas, and its ideology saturated
Southern culture. The article concluded
with a personal resolution aimed
squarely at segregationists: “I will not
be a part of this ideologically false
pseudoracism. I will not be even an
unwitting disciple of Hitler and
Gobineau. I will not make emotional
ignorance the basis for opinion or
action. I will grasp the Christian
meaning of human personality.”
Because racism was rooted deep in the
souls of folks who dwelt in that place
he only half-jokingly referred to as “the
Land South of God,” Marney under-

stood that it was whites who were in
need of emancipation.

This spring, while researching and
writing several essays on segregation-
era Baptist life in the South, a long-
repressed memory from my adoles-
cence resurfaced. I remembered sitting
in a big chair, getting my hair cut by a
barber who was my best friend’s father
and the junior boys Sunday School
teacher at the Baptist church. He took
the opportunity to tell an ugly joke in
which the punch line appealed, like the
old Hamite myth, to the moral superi-
ority of Anglo-Saxon people and their
culture. The older men in the barber
shop laughed approvingly, and at his
invitation so did I. That was my initia-
tion into the cult of white supremacy,
which both the church and the culture
at the time endorsed. It is a reminder
of the powers that determine life in
ways we often do not always under-
stand and from which I began to won-
der if I could ever be free.

In July I journeyed to the slave castle at
Cape Coast with other pilgrims from
the Baptist World Alliance gathering in
Accra, Ghana. For over 200 years this
was the central distribution point in the
transatlantic slave trade. There, human
beings were kept in underground dun-
geons. With no light and little air, they
were shackled to the walls, stripped
naked, starved, and kept for months
before being transported to their final
destination in South America, the
Caribbean, or the United States.
Directly above this prison was the
chapel in which Christians gathered reg-
ularly for religious services. The images
were almost too painful to take in.

The end of our pilgrimage was
marked by a service of reconciliation
in which we shared confessions,
apologies, challenges, and commit-
ments. These were good and necessary
steps. Yet as I reflected on the institu-
tional, social, and economic embodi-
ments of the slave trade I wondered
how it could ever be righted. I left
Cape Coast with an unrelenting sense

of guilt and a deep impression that 
I was in need of redemption.

On the final day of the meeting a
Jamaican pastor delivered a paper on
slavery and liberation. He quoted a pas-
sage from “The Confessions of Nat
Turner” that he had read in a book
called Baptist Roots. Not knowing I
was one of the book’s authors and was
sitting only a few chairs away, he
explained how reading Turner’s story
gave him strength to resist the residual
effects of slavery today. For a brief
moment I was overcome with a sense of
calm. It was a small thing, but perhaps
it was a sign of the emancipation of this
white man. I surely hope so. BH

The Emancipation of a White Man

Baptist House
Celebration on
September 24

Friends and supporters of the
Baptist House of Studies are
invited to attend a celebration
on September 24.

2-5 p.m. “Winter Bible 
Study Preview on Job,” led 
by Dr. James Crenshaw,
and “Getting to know the

Baptist House of Studies at
Duke Divinity School” in
0014 Westbrook.

6:30-8 p.m. Worship in
Goodson Chapel, with ser-
mon by Dean L. Gregory
Jones and testimonies by stu-
dents, alumni, and church
leaders. Reception immedi-
ately following in the Divinity
School Refectory.

There is no registration fee but
please help us to plan for your
coming. Call the Baptist House
(919) 660-3599 or email Callie
Davis at cdavis@div.duke.edu.



Presbyterian pastor, her first exposure
to a woman pastor. While working in
Cebu and impoverished neighbor-
hoods of Manila, she witnessed
extreme poverty up close and began
to realize as never before the complex
interrelationship between issues of
gender and poverty.

Heifer Project, though, showed her
how the poor could be empowered,
through something as simple as the
gift or a cow or a goat, to have at least
some measure of self-reliance. Heifer
helped her to see and appreciate how
complex global issues such as sustain-
able development, gender equity, and
family health are all interrelated.

“Whatever I do, I want to empower
people to rebuild and restore for
themselves,” she says. “I want to help
them no longer continue in chains of
need, but to be made the whole per-
sons that God created them to be.”

When McWilliams began considering
seminary a couple of years ago, Duke
quickly rose to the top of her list.
Attending a Baptist seminary, she
says, would make her feel as though
she was tied to an umbilical cord,
leading back home and to the same,
familiar Baptist environment.

“I wanted to go to Duke because I
saw it as a place that could help me
explore Baptist life outside of the
Southern Baptists,” she says. “I
worked the past three years in a place
with open-minded people of all colors
and all races and languages and I

wanted a place that was ecumenical
and open. I didn’t want a place that
would pigeonhole me. That’s why I
chose Duke.”

As a Baptist woman, McWilliams
says she lives and walks daily within
the tension that exists between her
interest in women’s issues and her
Baptist identity. Although many
Baptists try to steer her toward chil-
dren’s ministry or music ministry,
McWilliams says that, for now at
least, all options are open, including
ordination to pastoral ministry.

At this point, all she can say for cer-
tain is that she is called to interna-
tional ministry, in some way that fits
with the words of Isaiah 61: 1-4. As
she explained in her application for
the Duncan scholarship, McWilliams
hopes to use “the gifts of Baptist faith
and theological education to minister
to and empower women, particularly
the global poor and trafficked, pro-
viding the resources to achieve self-
reliance and dignity and through that,
sharing the assurance of Christ’s
grace and love.”

What that might look like will
become clearer in the next few years,
she says.

“My specific call will be illuminated
as I journey on, as I take one step and
then the next,” she says. “Whatever I
do, it will fit Isaiah 61.”

The James O. Duncan Scholarship was
created by Ruth D. Duncan of Green
Valley, Ariz., in memory of her late
husband, Jim, a Baptist minister and
editor of the “Capitol Baptist.” BH
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Ecumenical Evangelical
continued from page 1

Roger Williams Fellowship
The coordinators of the Roger Williams Fellowship for 2007-2008 are (left to
right) LeAnne Spruill, Michael Jackson, Graham Ashcraft, and Kat Spangler.
The Fellowship is the Divinity School’s
Baptist student organization and is named
for the first Baptist in America. The group
sponsors monthly meetings about contem-
porary issues in Baptist life and fellowship
gatherings for students and faculty.
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Congratulations 
Baptist Graduates 
December ’06 and 

May ’07
MDiv

Tracey Adams, Derek Carter, Rae
Cho, Todd Ferguson, Joel Goza,

Jennifer Green, Brian Harrington,
Sharon Hodde, Victor-LaMonte
Lane, David Latimore, Luke Lin,
Marceo McDaniel, Daniel Miller,
Greg Nash, Christina Peterman,

Stephen Prescott, Jared Schumacher,
Christopher Sims, Willie Thomas,

and Chanequa Walker-Barnes.

MTS

Nathan Chapman and Jill Hicks.

ThM

Iler Bradley, Timothy Marsh, and
Christopher Moore.

PhD 

Betsy Flowers.

Welcome 
Fall ’07 

Incoming 
Baptist Students

MDiv

Chris Adams, Tyler Atkinson,
Tonya Black, Glenn Butner, Heather

Folliard, Tyler Garrard, Tommy
Grimm, Cedric Horton, Kevin

Johnson, Howard Karesh, Helen
Lewis Gibbs, Margaret McWilliams,

Ike Miller, Chris Newton,
Oluwatomisin Oredein, Betsy
Stockton, Maria Swearingen,

Andrew Tatum, Angela Taylor, and
Brenda Thompson.

MTS

Andrew Needham.

ThM

Logan Dunn and Silas Morgan.

ThD

Steven Porter and Maurice Wallace.


