
T. Rowe professor of theological
ethics, and included Dean L. Gregory
Jones and Freeman.

A recent article in the theological
journal CrossCurrents noted the large
number of Baptists—consistently over
100—enrolled at the divinity school,
which the authors called “the epicen-
ter of post-liberal theology” in the
South. Although the journal article
noted the potential influence of “the
Duke theology” on Baptist churches,

the school and its Baptist House 
program—as evidenced by Tran and
other graduates—is also having a
Baptist influence on the academy.

Duke’s graduate program in religion
included seven Baptists this year.
This fall, nine other Baptist alumni

of the divinity school will enroll
in some of the premier Ph.D.
programs in the country,
including Duke, Princeton,
Emory, Vanderbilt, and
Catholic University. Like
Tran, these Baptist Ph.D. stu-
dents are preparing for an
academic career of teaching.

Because these Baptist doctoral
students have such extraordi-

nary potential to make a long-
range impact on Baptist faith and

education, the Baptist House faculty
take seriously the responsibility to
nurture Baptist identity in the teach-
ing vocation, says Freeman.

Tran expressed appreciation for the
school’s teaching ministry.

“Dr. Freeman,” he says, “has encour-
aged my professional development by
introducing me to scholars, connect-
ing me to research sources, inviting
me to numerous university events,
promoting publication work, giving
me wise counsel, sharing candidly
about his own professional develop-
ment, and so on.”
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When Jonathan Tran,
M.Div.’02, Ph.D.’06, begins
his teaching career this fall as

assistant professor of Christian ethics
in the religion department at Baylor
University, he’ll be returning both to a
teaching ministry in the university set-
ting and to a Baptist context.

A California native, Tran graduated
from the University of California,
Riverside in 1994 and then spent
five years on staff with Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellowship,
a nationwide campus ministry
that emphasizes the practices of
Christian discipleship in commu-
nity. While working for Inter-
Varsity, friends and colleagues
encouraged him to develop the life of
the mind. That experience eventually
led him to enroll in the M.Div. pro-
gram at Duke Divinity School, hoping,
he said, “to learn the language neces-
sary for describing what we were doing
in our Christian community.”

One of a growing number of Baptist
students at the divinity school, Tran
was accepted into Duke’s Ph.D. pro-
gram in religion in 2002 after com-
pleting his M.Div. He graduated this
spring, writing what Baptist House
Director Curtis Freeman has praised
as “a remarkable dissertation” that
reflects theologically on the Vietnam
War. His dissertation committee was
chaired by Stanley Hauerwas, Gilbert

Duke Baptists in the Teaching Vocation
Jonathan Tran at Baylor University

Graduation Smiles
Jonathan Tran (right) celebrates his 

newly minted Ph.D. with 
Professor Stanley Hauerwas.



Curtis 
W. Freeman,
Director

A r e c e n t
issue of the
New York

Times announced
that “Across the
country, enroll-

ment is up at Protestant seminaries,
but a shrinking portion of the gradu-
ates will ascend the pulpit.” Dan
Aleshire, executive director of the
Association of Theological Schools,
was quoted as saying that “Only
about half of those graduating with a
M.Div. now enter parish ministry.”

To anyone who has been paying
attention over the last decade, these
statistics come as no surprise.
Projections of a coming clergy short-
age are a matter of concern to
denomination officials, church mem-
bers, and theological educators.

This spring the Baptist House at
Duke Divinity School hosted a meet-
ing to launch the establishment of
the Shiloh Network. Member con-
gregations are committed to fostering
communities of calling that, in the
words of George Mason, will “call,
qualify, and connect gifted leaders
for ministry in the church.” The
number of congregations that have
already joined the Shiloh Network,
which is committed to fostering a
culture of calling, is a hopeful sign.

This emphasis on the calling of cler-
gy is not meant to diminish the con-
viction that every baptized Christian
is a priest and a saint. Free Churches
faithfully affirmed an egalitarian the-
ology of ministry to resist ministerial
hierarchicalism in its various permu-
tations. But neither should the doc-
trine of the priesthood of all believ-
ers be a reason to deemphasize the
important practice of preparing min-
isterial leadership for the church. As
the English Baptists of Somerset
wrote in 1656: “the church of Jesus
Christ with its ministry may from

among themselves, make choice of
such members, as are fitly gifted and
qualified by Christ.”

Through the years, the Baptist insis-
tence on biblical fidelity and congre-
gational polity has produced a vari-
ety of ministerial offices. General
Baptists in England and United
Baptists of Virginia briefly experi-
mented with the apostolic office, but
these “messengers” who served as a
kind of bishop never became widely
established. Baptists have had their
share of evangelists, and even a few
became known as prophets in their

day. But throughout our history, the
pastoral office has remained the most
enduring designation of ministers.

Unfortunately the Baptist heritage has
found little room to recognize a teach-
ing office. I have long understood my
work as a teacher to be a vocation of
service in the church, but I have as yet
not been recognized by the church as
“fitly gifted and qualified” for the
ministry of teaching. Of course I am
not alone, as my many colleagues in
the Baptist academy can attest.

Most of the Baptist graduates this
spring from Duke Divinity School
have been placed or are seeking min-
istry positions in the church. Nine,
however, will continue their studies in
Ph.D. programs or additional gradu-
ate education. I celebrate their gifts
for teaching just as I celebrate those
who exercise their gifts for pastoral
ministry. My hope is that the church
will claim all leaders who are “fitly
gifted and qualified by Christ.” For
in so doing the saints will be
equipped for ministry and the body
of Christ built up. BH

Gifted and Qualified Church Leaders
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Roger Williams’ Coordinators 
2006-2007
Tracey Adams, Paterson, N.J., third-year M.Div.
Amy Canosa, Chapel Hill, N.C., second-year M.Div.
Todd Ferguson, Longview, Tex., third-year M.Div.
Matt Marston, Jackson, Miss. second-year M.Div.

The Roger Williams Fellowship is the official Baptist divinity student
organization, recognized by the divinity school administration and
student government. The fellowship is named in honor of Roger
Williams, the American Baptist founder and proponent of religious
liberty in 17th century Rhode Island. Coordinators are responsible
for planning and organizing monthly events such as brown bag lunch
discussions, guest lecturers and fellowship opportunities. They also
facilitate projects such the women’s mentoring program and partici-
pate in the bi-annual Baptist House board meetings. When noted
Williams scholar Edwin Gaustad learned about the Roger Williams
Fellowship at Duke, he exclaimed, “It’s a good name!”

The gifts that he gave
were that some would be
apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry,

for building up 
the body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-12



As a result of these and other fac-
tors, many denominations now face a
shortage of pastors. As the average
age of clergy increases, that situation

will only worsen, says Freeman. For
example, in 2001, 33 percent of pas-
tors serving congregations in the
Baptist State Convention of North
Carolina were 55 or older, while only
7 percent were under 35.

“This means that in the next decade,
there will be almost five times as
many experienced leaders retiring as
there will be young leaders to take
their place,” Freeman said.

The Rev. George Mason, pastor of
Wilshire Baptist Church in Dallas
and a member of the network’s
organizing committee, said the group
represents an effort to ensure the
church’s future vitality.

“We understand that we have stew-
ardship not just over the church we
have now, but also the church after
we are gone,” he said. “More than
just issues of clergy supply and
demand, we want to address the larg-
er questions of vocational discern-
ment and the role that congregations
should play in that process.”

As members of the Shiloh Network,
the churches will help one another
create and implement specific strate-
gies to identify and recruit young can-

didates for ministry. At the February
meeting at Duke, representatives dis-
cussed a variety of successful initia-
tives such as mentoring programs, fel-

lowships, summer
retreats, seminary
scholarships, and loan
assistance programs.
As members, the
churches also pledged
to provide ongoing
financial support to
the network of $500
or 0.1 percent of the
church’s annual budg-
et, whichever is less.

The Shiloh name
refers to the Old
Testament account of
Samuel’s call to min-
istry in the temple at
Shiloh. After the

young Samuel is repeatedly awakened
by a voice that he is unable to identi-
fy, the old priest Eli named the voice,
recognized God’s claim upon the
boy, and encouraged him to respond.

“That first Shiloh experiment suggests
that cultures of calling can be fostered
in families, churches and other com-
munities of faith,” said Freeman.
“Passionate pastors and nurturing
congregations cultivate the conditions
from which the next generation of
ministers will be raised up.”

In addition to Baptist House, other
partner organizations that are sup-
porting the network include Baptist
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va.;
the Center for Congregational Health,
Winston-Salem, N.C.; the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, Atlanta, Ga.; the
Fund for Theological Education,
Atlanta, and the Virginia Baptist
Mission Board, Richmond.

To learn more about the Shiloh
Network, contact the coordinator,
Rev. Jake Hall, jhall@wilshirebc.org,
770-479-9415 or David Odom at the
Center for Congregational Health,
dmhall@wfubmc.edu, 336-716-9722.
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Baptists Meet at Duke to Lauch Shiloh Network

R epresentatives of about 40
Baptist churches from across
the South gathered at Duke

Divinity School Feb. 22 to launch the
Shiloh Network, a new
cooperative effort to
encourage and recruit
young people to enter
pastoral ministry.

As members of the
Shiloh Network, the
churches committed to
one another to establish a
“culture of call” within
their congregations, creat-
ing an environment that
will cultivate the next
generation of pastors.

Curtis Freeman, director
of the divinity school’s
Baptist House of
Studies program, which hosted the
meeting, said the network is intended
to both head off a looming clergy
shortage and revive the congrega-
tion’s role in helping to form pastors.

Most moderate Baptist congrega-
tions—like their counterparts in many
other Protestant denominations—are
like “mules,” Freeman said.

“They are strong, but they don’t
reproduce,” he said. “What we’re try-
ing to do with the Shiloh Network is
to help teach strong churches how to
reproduce.”

In the past, Baptist and other
Protestant congregations made an
intentional effort to identify, recruit
and encourage young people who
showed promise for pastoral min-
istry. Over the past generation or so,
however, that practice has lapsed,
with would-be pastors left largely on
their own to decide whether they
have been called to ministry. At the
same time, many young people today
who might have once considered the
clergy as a possible vocation never
think about it as an option, looking
instead to higher paying fields such
as medicine and law.

Shiloh Network
Baptists gather at Duke Divinity School to launch the Shiloh Network.
Launch committee members, seated on the front row, are Ken Massey,

Kevin Spears, Jack Glasgow, Curtis Freeman, George Mason, Amy
Dean, and David Odom
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Baptist House Fun
’05-’06
t Kris Norris, Scott Prather, and Luke Lin
relax at the Crenshaw’s house at the end of
the year.

t Dr. James Crenshaw, Chad
Eggleston, and Mandy McMichael
share conversation at the end of the
party hosted by the Crenshaws.

Chris Sims, Matt Marsten, Joy
Turner, Todd Ferguson, and Jennifer
Green enjoy a final meal at the end 
of the spring semester.

2005-06 
Baptist Graduates

Duke Divinity School
MDiv

Landon Jermain Adams
Wallace Benjamin Boswell*
Adrienne Michelle Denson

Brian James Edmonds
Elizabeth Elaine Evans
Tyler Colin Gillespie*

Gloria Winston Holloway
Sarah Chilton Jobe

Amanda Bray Barbour-Johnson*
Jonathan Ryan Kelley

Matthew Blake Kendrick*
Michael Shane Lea*

Shirley Kearney McLeod
Phillip David Mumford*

Kristopher Michael Norris*
Lottie Lawson Sneed

Theresa Shantwel Thames
John Thompson*

Abby Lynn Thornton
Major A. Treadway, III*

Judith Dana Trent*
Elzinia N. Williams

* Certificate in Baptist Studies

MTS
Travis James Bott

Allison Boyd Bullard
Ryan Paul Harper

Stefanie Leigh Pickett
Scott Thomas Prather

ThM
Paul Russell Edwards

Anna Katherine Ellerman
Mandy Ellene McMichael

Megan Maureen McMurtry
Alan Brooks Redditt

PhD
Cat “Jonathan” Tran

s Uiyeon Kim and Brian Edmonds
enjoy the food and fellowship at the
Freeman’s house.
t Teresa Cook, Abby Thornton,
and Theresa Thames lead worship at
the Free Church Women’s Retreat

s

s At the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly in Grapevine, Texas:
Major Treadway, Jake Hall, Debra Freeman, Curtis Freeman, Will Williams,
Ronda Cole, Elizabeth Evans, Amy Grizzle, Jason Jenkins, Kris Norris, Chris Aho,
Megan McMurtry, and Brian Harrington.

s



In a recent paper he presented at the
American Academy of Religion, Tran
reflected on his conversion through
the ministry of the Chinese Baptist
Church of Orange County, California.

“In Pastor Eng’s preaching and pray-
ing and baptizing and serving the ele-
ments, we witnessed a life poured out
for Jesus,” Tran observed. “Displayed
before our eyes was a body chosen,
blessed, broken, and given, leading us
to Christ’s body.”

Tran said he hoped that through
teaching and writing he might be able
to do the same for others.

Although Tran is already a popular
speaker at conferences, he says the col-
lege classroom will be the location of
his future ministry. While many aca-

demics in religious studies say their
primary commitment is to the academ-
ic guild of scholars, Tran said he is pri-
marily called to be a teacher of the
church, who works in the academy.

“I hope to be part of raising up a
generation of students that take seri-
ously Jesus’ call to lose life in order to
find life,” says Tran.

Similarly, Freeman says he and others
at Duke have been blessed to help
raise a new generation of students
such as Tran.

“The Baptist House at Duke is privi-
leged to be part of such a ministry
that prepares teachers like Jonathan
Tran who will shape future genera-
tions of Baptists in the academy,” says
Freeman. BH
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Baptist House 
of Studies
The Divinity School

Duke University
Durham, NC 27708

919-660-3489

Faculty and Staff

Curtis W. Freeman, Ph.D.
Research Professor of Theology
and Director of Baptist House

cfreeman@div.duke.edu

J. Kameron Carter, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Theology

and Black Church Studies
jcarter@div.duke.edu

Stephen B. Chapman, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Old Testament

schapman@div.duke.edu

James Crenshaw, Ph.D.
Robert Flowers Professor

of Old Testament
jcrenshaw@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D.
Associate Research Professor of

Theology
wjennings@div.duke.edu

Tiffney Marley, M.Div.
Director of the Office of

Black Church Studies
tmarley@div.duke.edu

James Travis, Ph.D.
Clinical Professor of Pastoral Care

Travi003@mc.duke.edu

William Turner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of the Practice

of Homiletics
wturner@div.duke.edu

Tammy Williams, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Theology

and Black Church Studies

Duke Baptists in the Teaching Vocation
continued from page 1

Baptist House Board 

T he Baptist House Board of Directors met April 3-4 for
their spring meeting. They elected a new set of officers:
Dr. Macon Sheppard as chair, Dr. Randall Lolley as vice

chair, and Kathy Driver as treasurer. Four new Board mem-
bers were also approved and will begin serving this fall.

The new board members include two divinity school alumni:
Dr. Paul Baxley (MTS D ’96), pastor of First Baptist Church,
Henderson, N.C., and Darren Bertin (MTS ’95), a lawyer and
member of Austin Heights Baptist Church in Nacogdoches,
Tex. Also added to the board were Cathy James, a member of
First Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C., and Suzanne Morse, a
member of First Baptist Church of Pendleton, S.C., where Dr.
Courtney Krueger (MDiv ’92) serves as pastor.

During their meeting, the board also joined divinity students
for lunch and heard two students, Graham Ashcraft and Nick
Mumejian, tell why they decided to come to Duke. Later, Dr.
Ellen Davis, professor of Bible and practical theology, gave a
presentation entitled “Teaching the Bible Confessionally in 
the Church.”

The board's fall meeting is scheduled for October 5-6.
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Later, students joined Gaustad, and
Jim De Vries, a sculptor who made a
bust of Roger Williams for Baptist
House, for dinner and discussion.

Conversations on Christian Unity

February 20, Samuel Wells, Geoffrey
Wainwright, and Curtis Freeman came

together for a discussion entitled “That
They May Be One: Addressing Issues
in Church Unity.” Dr. Paul Fiddes,
Baptist professor of theology at
Oxford University, joined them the fol-
lowing week with a lecture and further
discussion on Christian ecumenism.

Baptifesto

Baptists kicked off reading week with
a Monday morning conversation on
the Baptist Manifesto (“Baptifesto”),
led by Stephen Harmon of Campbell
University, along with Freeman and
Mikael Broadway, all signers or sup-
porters of the document.

Brown Bag Lunches

LeDayne Polaski, Duke Divinity
graduate, spoke to students on behalf
of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of
North America.

Dr. Larry Hovis of the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina
talked about The Future of
Denominationalism and Baptist life.

There was also discussion on Racial
Reconciliation with Ken Hammonds
and Rev. Mel Williams of Watts
Street Baptist Church, Durham BH

News and Notes
Roger Williams Lectures / Bust 

Edwin Gaustaud, emeritus professor
of history and religious studies at the
University of California Riverside,
gave a lecture Feb. 23 on Roger
Williams and the Native Americans. He
also served as guest lecturer in Curtis
Freeman’s course on Roger Williams.

Roger Williams Arrives at Duke!
Professors Curtis Freeman, left, and Stephen Chapman, right, accept a bust of Roger
Williams on behalf the Baptist House of Studies. Sculptor Jim DeVries, (second from
left) who gave the bust to the school, told Duke’s Baptists “I hope he inspires you to
stick up for what you believe in.” With them is Edwin Gaustad, a noted Williams scholar.


