
potential in leadership skills, innova-
tion, and creativity. Duncan used the
“Capitol Baptist” to discuss the issues
of the day for American and Southern
Baptists, according to Freeman.

Recipients of the Duncan scholarship
are chosen by an independent founda-
tion committee from a list of nominees
submitted by a select group of divinity
schools. This year, three divinity
schools—Harvard Divinity School,
Princeton Theological Seminary and
Duke Divinity School—were each
invited to submit three candidates to
the committee for consideration.

Baptist students at Duke have enjoyed
an enviable record of success in
receiving the scholarship. Mandy
McMichael, M.Div.’05, was awarded
the scholarship in 2003, and Jennifer

Green, M.Div.’07, in
2004. “Given that Jim
Duncan was raised in
Chapel Hill and still has
family in the area it is
especially fitting that
students from Duke are
benefiting from his lega-
cy,” Freeman said.

Schelin said he was drawn
to the divinity school
because of its reputation
as “a place where you can
get a quality education.”
He was particularly
impressed by the variety
of Christian traditions
among the school’s stu-
dents and faculty.

“The Divinity School is an ecumeni-
cal setting,” Schelin said. “People
from all different denominational
backgrounds come together—learn-
ing and sharing and praying with one
another. It is a school that strives to
combine academic excellence with
faithful ministry.”

The Duncan scholarship is the latest in
a long series of academic honors
Schelin has received. As a freshman at
Louisiana College, where he majored
in religion and history, Schelin received
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Peak Experience:
Chris Schelin pauses atop Mt. Sinai 

at sunrise. Schelin participated in 
a Middle East excavation tour 

during his time at Louisiana College

For the third year in a row, an
incoming first-year student at
Duke Divinity School has been

awarded the James O. Duncan
Scholarship, one of the nation’s most
prestigious scholarships
for Baptist seminarians.

The scholarship, which
covers full tuition,
books, and fees for three
years, was given this
spring to Chris Schelin
of Baton Rouge, La., a
rising first-year student
and a 2005 graduate of
Louisiana College in
Pineville, La.

“Chris is a wonderfully
gifted young man,” said
Curtis Freeman, director
of the divinity school’s
Baptist House of
Studies. “His ability to
articulate his convictions
impressed everyone on the committee.
We are delighted that he will be com-
ing to Duke Divinity School, where
both heart and mind are shaped for
ministry in the church.”

The James O. Duncan Scholarship
was created by Ruth D. Duncan of
Green Valley, Ariz., in memory of her
late husband, Jim, a Baptist minister
and editor of the “Capitol Baptist.”
The scholarship provides support for a
Baptist student who is attending a
leading theological school and is
intended to develop the student’s



Curtis 
W. Freeman,
Director

Oliver Hart
was one of
the most

gifted and vision-
ary leaders in
ministerial edu-

cation for Baptists in the Old South.
Hart came in 1749 from Pennsylvania to
be pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Charleston, S.C., where he served for
over three decades. During that time
Hart was instrumental in the education,
formation, ordination, and installation
of ministers throughout South Carolina.
Hart’s most influential student was
Richard Furman, who succeeded him as
pastor in Charleston and went on to
become a denominational leader as pres-
ident of the Triennial Convention and
the South Carolina Baptist Convention.

Hart’s commitment to calling out the
called led him to embrace the cause of
ministerial education. His pupils studied
theology and practiced ministry while
living in his home or at the church. In
1755 Hart formed the Baptist Religious
Society at Charleston to establish a
library, discuss religion, and foster minis-
terial education. Two years later a query
was raised at the meeting of the
Charleston Baptist Association:
“Whether there could not be some
method concluded upon, to furnish,
with suitable degree of learning, those
among us who appear to have promising
gifts for the ministry?” The association
answered in the affirmative and assumed
responsibility for ministerial training.

Hart became the treasurer of the fund.
He was an enthusiastic advocate of the-
ological education and defended it
against objections of some who thought
that the association should only be advi-
sory and others that were suspicious of
formal education. When most churches
in the Association quit supporting minis-
terial education, Hart’s Religious Society
took up the cause. He continued to
encourage an ecclesiologically ordered
procedure of ministerial vocation. Yet he

considered the “gifts and graces” as nec-
essary but not sufficient for ordination,
requiring mentor directed education as
crucial to ministerial formation.

In 1773 the Charleston Baptist
Association adopted and subsequently
published A Summary of Church-
Discipline which instructed each church
to “look among its own members, and see
if there be any who seem to have promis-
ing gifts and graces for that great work.”
Those that exhibit promise are first to be
put on “private trial for a season” and
then if the promise continues the church
“may call him to preach in public.” The
Summary continued, “After which, if it
should appear that his rod, like Aaron’s,
buds, blossoms and bears fruit, he is to be
set apart by ordination; that he may per-
form every part of the sacred function.”

In an entry to his journal, dated
November 12, 1774, Hart reflected on
the calling of Francis Pelot, who served
as pastor of the Euhaw church: “He had
not long been a member before the
church discovered that he was endowed
with ministerial gifts. The Rev. Mr.
Charles was also the same opinion and
used his influence with Mr. Pelot to
accept the church invitation to make
tryal of his gifts... At length, being over-

come by entreaty, he consented and per-
formed so as to give general satisfaction
and hopes of future usefulness, in public
character. He was therefore licensed to
preach the Gospel publickly whenever
God or his providence might call him.”

After Hart fled Charleston with the
British occupation in 1780, the Society
declined, and finally dissolved in 1814.
Yet, Hart’s experiment in theological
education planted seeds of ministerial
education for Baptists that flourished
through the efforts of his students who,
like Aaron’s rod, indeed came to bud,
blossom, and bear much fruit.

In these days when the old models and
institutions for call discernment and nur-
ture have broken down, we are looking
for new paradigms. Our Dean, L.
Gregory Jones, has suggested that the
future of ministerial leadership will
depend on the emergence of a complex
constellation of communities. The
Baptist House of Studies at Duke hopes
to be an important member of that
emergent constellation. We are looking
for leaders like Hart and congregations
like First Baptist Charleston to join us in
the challenge of preparing the next gen-
eration of leaders. Won’t you walk
together with us on the journey? BH
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Roger Williams Fellowship
By Ronda Cole, RW Co-Coordinator

When one thinks about the characteristics of Baptists, the word fellowship
comes to mind. In a Methodist divinity school filled with students from vari-
ous denominations, it is important for Baptists to have fellowship with each
other. This is what the Roger Williams Fellowship provides to Baptist students
at Duke Divinity.

Each semester we gather at least monthly for a brown bag lunch. This year,
discussion topics included: women’s ordination, the challenges of co-pas-
toring, and issues affecting local churches. The lunches give students an
opportunity to talk about important issues in Baptist life, especially those
that might not be addressed in class.

Students and faculty also gather at least once a semester for dinner at the home
of a Baptist faculty member. Such dinners are a time to relax and get to know
other students and faculty. Unique among other organizations at the Divinity
school, the Roger Williams Fellowship helps students form connections that
are essential not only for seminary, but also for a life of service to God.



For Megan McMurtry M.T.S. ‘03,
Th.M. ‘06, running an office for
both Baptist House and the Office

of Black Church Studies usually leaves
her too busy to listen to conversations
going on around her. One day last sum-
mer, however, she could not help but
notice what Ellen Davis, professor of
Old Testament, was discussing with
Tiffney Marley, director of the Office
of Black Church Studies.

Davis had just returned from Sudan in
Africa and was relating her vision for a
visiting teacher program at Renk Bible
College in southern Sudan. McMurtry
knew almost instantly that she wanted
to be a part of it.

“I thought to myself, ‘What an amaz-
ing opportunity to use what I have
learned to minister to those who have
not had the same opportunities I
have,’” said McMurtry. “At the same
time, I knew I could gain a new out-
look on how I can be involved in the
international church and learn from
the people of Sudan.”

Renk is the northernmost city of
southern Sudan, just west of the
Darfur region that has been so often in
the news recently. Renk has never been
completely cut off from the power cen-

ters in the north, but it has still known
the pain of that country’s protracted
war. Episcopal Bishop Daniel Deng
Bul, a former student and friend of
Davis, has worked to establish schools
and homes for the thousands of chil-
dren orphaned and abandoned during
hostilities.

McMurty spent three weeks at Renk,
from December 28 to January 21. She
taught three Hebrew classes a day to col-
lege faculty and new pastors who had
recently graduated from the college.

While many Christians in the West have
little, if any, interest in ancient lan-
guages, McMurty said, her students in
Sudan were excited and eager to learn.

“They couldn’t wait,” she said. “They
were very determined students. Some
had to walk a couple of miles every
day to come to class.”

Before her trip, McMurtry was pre-
pared for the rough conditions of a
developing country.

“I knew my time there would be diffi-
cult, the Sudanese people have lived in
war most of their lives, surely I could
endure it for three or four weeks.”

But much more than “endure” her
time in Sudan, McMurtry instead

found it one of the most rewarding
experiences of her life. Indeed, she feels
called to go back to Renk next summer
and resume teaching Hebrew and
Greek, this time for a full year.

The college’s faculty currently has only
a limited knowledge of the two ancient
languages. When she returns to Renk,
McMurtry will focus her efforts on
helping the faculty become more profi-
cient at Hebrew and Greek.

“When I leave, they will be able to
teach the students themselves,” she
said.

A Baptist from Oakland, Neb.,
McMurtry said the divinity school and
Baptist House had implanted in her a
desire to use her knowledge for the
benefit of the church and not just as an
academic exercise. In the Sudan, she
found a place where her academic and
church interests meshed and where she
could serve both.

After returning from Sudan,
McMurtry plans to pursue a Ph.D. in
Old Testament/Hebrew Bible.

For information on how you can sup-
port McMurtry and the Renk Bible
College, contact her at mmc-
murtry@div.duke.edu. BH
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Academy and the Church:
In Sudan, Megan McMurty found a place where her academic and church interests meshed. Above left, McMurtry (front row) and

Anna Brawley, a fellow teacher, pose with their students. At right is Glory Church in Renk, Sudan, where McMurtry worshipped.

Serving Church and World in Sudan
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Another Good Year
From casual dinners to formal gradu-
ation, Baptist House students and 
faculty gathered throughout the year
for fun and fellowship.

s A mentor and role model for many stu-
dents, Dr. W. C. Turner gives a final few
words of advice to new M.Div. Alice Davis.

2004-05 
Baptist Graduates

Duke Divinity School
MTS

Aaron Butts
Douglas Johnson

Timothy (TJ) Lang

MDiv
Donna Coletrane Battle

Ronda Cole
Leah Comeau

Madison Keith Daniel
Alice Wade Davis

Amelia Richardson Davis
Logan Dunn
Amy Grizzle
Abby Hall

Shawn Howell
William (BJ) Hutto
Mandy McMichael

Karen Owens
Thomasina Stith

Kristin Adkins Whitesides
George (Will) Williams

MCM
Alvin Downing

ThM
Jung Kyu (Daniel) Kim

Hansang Lee
Stuart Mizelle
Alan Redditt

Certificate in Baptist Studies
Ronda Cole
Alice Davis

Logan Dunn
William (BJ) Hutto
Mandy McMichael

George (Will) Williams

William B.J. Hutto was one of
three finalists for this year’s 

nation-wide David H.C. Read
preaching contest.

s Amy Grizzle is all
smiles at graduation.
She will now enter the
Wilshire pastoral resi-
dency progam in Dallas.

s Jim Travis, Curtis Freeman, and Michael
Lea deep in theological conversation at a
Baptist House dinner.

s Debra Freeman and 
former board member Ed
Bratcher entertain guests.

Kris Norris gloats over
UNC's national champi-
onship–while he can.

s

s Logan Dunn (left) will head to
England to serve a London church,
and Will Williams (right) will begin
a Ph.D. at Baylor.



the Smith Scholarship, the college’s
most prestigious annual scholarship for
incoming freshmen. His senior year, he
was awarded the Donies and Novie
Magee Scholarship Award, the college’s
top academic award for seniors.

Dr. Fred Downing, Louisiana College
professor of religion and holder of the
Duggan Professorship in Religion, had
high praise for Schelin, saying he was
“probably the best student that I have
taught in 30 years.”

“Chris has lived up to the expectations
we had for him,” Downing said. “He
has an all ‘A’ average, but beyond that,
he continues to perform at a very high
level which indicates much promise for
future usefulness in society.”

Downing said Schelin has a passion
for local church ministry and is an
excellent preacher.

“He would make an excellent pastor,”
Downing said.

Schelin served as a pastoral intern at
Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Alexandria, La., in the spring of 2004. He
participated in church life in various
ways, including working with the college
department, leading Wednesday Bible
study, and visiting hospitals.

“The most important thing Chris did
here at Emmanuel was to build signifi-
cant relationships with the members of
the church,” says Dr. Lee Weems, associ-
ate pastor at Emmanuel. “We celebrate
with him this important step in his life.
We are proud of his success and our
prayers will continue with him as he finds
and fulfills God’s calling in his life.”

In addition to his church work, Schelin
also participated in several overseas
travel opportunities at Louisiana
College, including the Mary D.
Bowman London Semester as well as
tours of the Middle East.

“While his academic program and
church involvement put demands on
his time, Chris was always active on
campus,” said Lori Thames, dean of
students. “Chris was an active advo-
cate for campus issues.”

Schelin’s future plans include both
ministry work in the church and aca-
demic research.

“I wouldn’t be where I am today with-
out the guidance and instruction of the
religion professors showing me how to
think critically and carefully while
studying the Bible,” Schelin said. “They
also showed me how to revere the Bible
as more than something to be studied
but also as something that shapes me
and makes me a better person.” BH

Women in Ministry Mentoring Program
By Elizabeth Evans, RW Co-Coordinator

Great things are happening for Baptist women at the Divinity School! This year
over 20 M.Div. students have been paired with Baptist women in ministry from
around North Carolina and beyond for shared learning and encouragement.

These relationships have been made possible through the Baptist Women
Mentoring Program of the Baptist House. As part of this program, about
25 students and mentors gathered in October for a breakfast meeting, and,
in the spring, several met at the Baptist Women in Ministry of N.C. confer-
ence in Greenville, N.C.

We are excited to welcome more female mentors to our program in the fall.
For more details and information, please email Abby Thornton at baptist-
mentors@yahoo.com. BH
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of Studies with the Watts Street and
Union Baptist Churches of Durham.
The mission of BSM is to provide a
Baptist witness in the University with a
charge of ministry to both undergradu-
ate and graduate students. In 2004-2005
two Baptist Divinity students (Deron
Simmons and Dana Trent) were given
field education assignments in the
BSM. They served on the University
Religious Life Council and participated
in weekly meetings of the BSM.

Faculty Transitions

Dr. Tammy Williams joins the faculty
as associate professor of theology and
black church studies. She has been visit-
ing lecturer for the last two years. Dr.
Williams is an ordained minister in the
American Baptist Churches, USA. Her
research includes areas of intersection
in liturgy and ethics.

New Baptist Worship Book

Dr. Christopher J. Ellis, Principal of
Bristol Baptist College, led a workshop
on worship Feb. 21 at the Divinity
School. Ellis presented material from his
new book Gathering: A Theology and
Spirituality of Worship in Free Church
Tradition. He also introduced partici-
pants to a forthcoming worship guide

entitled Gathering for Worship, which
will be available this summer at the cen-
tennial meeting of the Baptist World
Congress in Birmingham, England.
Gathering for Worship is the most com-
prehensive liturgical guide Baptists have
produced and is highly recommended
for pastors and other worship leaders.

Fall Convocation and 
Pastors School

A New Creation: Building a Ministry of
Reconciliation, the fall 2005 convoca-
tion and pastors school, will be held
October 10-12. Speakers include Dean
L. Gregory Jones, incoming Dean of
Duke Chapel Samuel Wells, and
Professors Ellen Davis, Willie James
Jennings, and Richard Lischer. A spe-
cial dedication of Goodson Chapel will
be held Oct. 11. See Duke Divinity
School Continuing Education for more
details. Please indicate you are Baptist
alumni when registering and also let
Megan McMurtry know that you plan
to attend (mmcmurtry@div.duke.edu).

Gardner C. Taylor Lectures

The Gardner C. Taylor lecture series is
scheduled Oct. 4-5. They will be given by
Dr. Kwame Bediako, director, Akrofi-
Christaller Memorial Centre, Ghana.

News and Notes
Baptist House Board

The Baptist House board of directors
met April 1-2 and discussed the proposed
CBF partner funding study. The board
and staff also made plans for ongoing
efforts to enlist individuals and churches
as Friends of the Baptist House. Three
members of the board completed their
terms this spring: Dr. Dumas Harshaw,
Jr., Mrs. Francis Langstaff, and Dr. Earle
Moore. The fall board meeting is sched-
uled for October 6-7.

Shiloh Experiment

On March 4-5, the Baptist House of
Studies with support from the Fund for
Theological Education and the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship hosted a
conversation about ministerial calling.
“The Shiloh Experiment” gathered a
dozen Baptist congregational and
denominational leaders at the Divinity
School to make plans for connecting call-
nurturing communities to foster a culture
of calling. The Baptist House will host
future “Shiloh” conversations this fall.

Baptist Student Ministry at Duke

Since fall 2003, the Baptist Student
Ministry at Duke University has been
jointly sponsored by the Baptist House


