
Mandy McMichael lived with a
dark secret. It was a forbidden
desire that started out small but

then grew stronger and more powerful.
It was something so overwhelming she
was scared to even talk about it with her
parents back home in Alabama.

“I was afraid of what my parents
would think,” she said. “I was afraid
of what my church back home would
think. I was afraid to do what God
was calling me to do.”

What Mandy McMichael wanted—
what she increasingly believed she was
being called to do—was to be a
Baptist minister. Not the piano lady
or the children’s minister, but an hon-
est to goodness, stand-up-in-the-pul-
pit-and-preach Baptist pastor.

Now, after a call that unfolded over
many years, McMichael is on her way
to doing just that. And she’s doing it
with such extraordinary excellence
that she was named last year as
Duke’s first recipient of the James O.
Duncan Scholarship, a prestigious
award that covers full tuition, fees and
books for three years.

Administered by a private
foundation established by
Duncan’s widow, Ruth
Duncan, the scholarship is
awarded each year to a Baptist
student attending certain, select-
ed divinity programs. Last year, the
foundation invited nominations from
Duke Divinity School and Princeton
Theological Seminary. McMichael

was chosen from among six students
nominated by the two schools.

Not a bad turn of events for a young
woman who was convinced just a few
years ago that women had no place in
ordained ministry.

Growing up in a conservative
Southern Baptist church in Prattville,
Ala., McMichael had never seen
women in church leadership positions.

“There were no women deacons,” she
said. “The youth minister, the children’s
minister, the pastor were all men. I

honestly believed it was wrong for
women to be pastors. I thought women
were supposed to just play the piano or
the organ and sing in the choir.”

But over four years at Judson College, a
Baptist women’s college in Marion,
Ala., McMichael changed her mind
about women in ministry. As she studied
in her religion classes and learned about
the history of women in Christianity,
she realized the issue was not as black
and white as she had thought.

With the support and encouragement
of her college professors, she decided to
go to divinity school, but even then it
was not to prepare for ordained min-
istry. Instead, she wanted to prepare for
a career as a college religion professor.

“By the time I graduated, I knew it was
good for women to be in ministry, but I
it wasn’t something I wanted,” she said.
“I didn’t want to be called as a woman
minister. I didn’t want to fight that bat-
tle or have my family fight that battle.”

Planning to lay the groundwork for a
Ph.D., McMichael entered Duke
Divinity School’s Master of Theological
Studies program in the fall of 2002. By
the end of her first semester, however, she

realized she had been resisting a
call to ministry for many years.

Finally answering the call, she
switched from the M.T.S. to the
M.Div. program to begin studies for

pastoral ministry.
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Iwas speaking
at a church
recently when

I mentioned that
about 40 percent
of Baptist stu-

dents at Duke Divinity School are
women. A man interrupted my pres-
entation and pronounced the notion
of women preachers “unorthodox
and disorderly.”

From the standpoint of the new pur-
veyors of purity he is right. In 2000 the
Southern Baptists revised the Baptist
Faith and Message to declare that “the
office of pastor is limited to men.” The
SBC is currently withdrawing from the
Baptist World Alliance because the
BWA encourages “promoting women
as preachers and pastors.”

What these revisionists want us to believe
is that the male ministerial monopoly
was always so. But it wasn’t—not even in
the Old South.

Over the past several months, I’ve been
reading church minute books and other
historical records from Baptist churches
throughout North Carolina. It’s clear
that at least some Baptist churches once
welcomed women as leaders.

The Haw River Baptist Church, for
example, founded in 1758 near the
town of Bynum in Chatham County,
was one of the mother churches
among Baptists in the North Carolina
Piedmont. The church’s pastor,
Elnathan Davis, who served for over
30 years, was converted and baptized
by the Separate Baptist patriarch,
Elder Shubal Stearns.

When Morgan Edwards, the noted
colonial-era Baptist preacher, traveled
through the South in the 1770s, he
observed that the Haw River Church
permitted “ruling elders, elderesses,
and deaconesses.” The participation
of women in the ministry was so
widely shared among Separate

Baptists that when Elder Stearns
approached a Regular Baptist preach-
er about assisting in the ordination of
his brother-in-law, Daniel Marshall,
the Regular Brother refused. The
Separates, he explained, were “a dis-
orderly set, suffering women to pray
in public.”

Marshall’s wife (and Shubal Stearns’
sister), Martha Stearns Marshall, was
well known for “exhorting” sinners
“to flee the wrath to come.” She and
other women exhorters were not
ordained as pastors, but what they
practiced was hardly distinguishable
from preaching.

Unfortunately, brethren whose con-
viction was to “suffer not a women to
teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man” (1 Tim 2:11) eventually silenced
women in the churches. Susan Juster,
a historian at the University of
Michigan, notes in her book,
Disorderly Women, that colonial era
Baptists offered “a slender reed upon
which to build a more egalitarian
vision of society.” Sadly, they lacked
the patience and courage to test this
radical experiment as men alone took
over the governing structures of the
growing denomination.

More than 200 years later, some
Baptists are once again open to the
radical possibility that God is calling

women to share in the ministry of the
gospel. They are answering the call,
and churches are calling them out. At
Duke Divinity School we are blessed
by this genuine movement of the Holy
Spirit. We hope that in time churches
will grow more open to the possibility
of having a woman pastor.

This year the Baptist House sponsored
a number of conversations about
women in ministry. In the fall we host-
ed a panel discussion entitled “Women
Be Silent?” led by Drs. Richard Hays
and Mary McClintock Fulkerson. In
the spring Rev. Ida Mae Hayes, former
missionary to Brazil and current pas-
tor of Weldon Baptist Church in
North Carolina, spoke to the Roger
Williams Fellowship. In February, I
preached the ordination sermon for a
female graduating student who is seek-
ing a pastoral call to a church.

Sadly the Baptist Faith and Message
has returned to the theology of arch
fundamentalist John R. Rice, who
declared in his 1941 book Bobbed
Hair, Bossy Wives, and Women
Preachers that the Bible strictly for-
bids women to proclaim the gospel.

Disorderly women? Some folks may
think so, but the Spirit is calling: “Let
anyone who has an ear listen to what
the Spirit is saying to the churches”
(Rev 2:7). BH
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Scholarships and Endowments

T wo new Baptist endowments—the Henry and Helen Turlington
Scholarship and the John W. Carlton Scholarship—were completely
funded this year, bringing to seven the total number of divinity school

endowments named for Baptist leaders. The new additions join a list of estab-
lished endowments honoring Carlyle Marney, John Carlton, George
Balentine, Ned Fitzgerald, Clare and Mary Herndon, and Jimmy and Helen
Garland. An endowed scholarship restricted for Baptist divinity school stu-
dents requires a minimum of $100,000 in total gifts. A generous challenge gift
of $50,000 was recently received toward establishing a scholarship named for
Robert E. and Pearl F. Seymour. We hope to add one endowment for Baptists
each year. To inquire about contributions to scholarship endowments for
Baptists contact Gaston Warner (919-660-3455 or gwarner@div.duke.edu) or
Curtis Freeman (919-660-3401 or cfreeman@div.duke.edu). BH

                        



Ida Mae Hayes,
63, always
imagined she’d

have a peaceful,
low-key retire-
ment. After more
than 30 years as a
Baptist missionary
in Brazil, she fig-
ured she would
return to the
United States, get
a house and a car,

and quietly live out the rest of her life.

But an unexpected ordination instead
sent her breezing right through retire-
ment, straight to the front lines of the
ongoing debate over the role of
women in Baptist ministry. In rapid
sequence, she was ordained by her
pastor back in Brazil, went toe-to-toe
with the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board, refused
their request to “rescind” her ordina-
tion, and has now been called to pas-
tor a Baptist church in Weldon, N.C.

“I thought I would be a missionary all
my life and come home and retire and
that would be it,” she told Duke divin-
ity students in a Feb. 17 talk spon-
sored by the Baptist House of Studies
program. “But God’s plans are always
different from our plans.”

Hayes said she had never
imagined that she would
someday become an
ordained Baptist pastor.

“If you had told me way back
when I was 13 years old that
one day I would be a pastor, I
would have gotten so scared
and run the other way,” she
said. “I would never have fol-
lowed through. But the Lord
opens the doors as the doors
need to be opened, and we
walk through by faith.”

For Hayes, the doors to
ordained ministry began
opening as she brought to a
close her 31-year career as a

missionary. Rather than deal with dra-
matic changes under the IMB’s “New
Directions” program, Hayes decided in
1998 to retire early. At the time, she
planned to return to the U.S. in 2001,
spend a year on furlough and then
retire at age 62.

But a farewell worship service at her
church in Brazil changed everything.
For ten years, her Brazilian pastor
had wanted to ordain her, but year
after year she had refused, citing the
IMB’s well-known objections to the
ordination of women.

At the farewell service, however, three
weeks before she was to leave Brazil, the
pastor sought one last time to ordain
her and to name her pastor emeritus.

“There was no way that I could refuse,
because if I had it would have
destroyed my entire missionary min-
istry,” she said. “So kneeling on the
platform of the little church, I just said,
‘Lord it is time for me to submit.’”

After Hayes settled in Alabama, the
IMB eventually heard about her ordi-
nation and summoned her to a meet-
ing in Atlanta. There, IMB officials
asked her to rescind her ordination.
After much thought, she refused,
insisting that only her church back in
Brazil had that power.

To Hayes, ordination was a gift that
the church in Brazil gave to her, and
only they could rescind it.

A few months later, in Sept. 2001, the
IMB notified her by email that their
board of trustees did not recognize
her ordination.

“I read it several times,” Hayes said.
“And then I said out loud to myself,
‘So what!’ They don’t have to recog-
nize anything. There’s lots of things I
did in Brazil that they didn’t recognize
either, so it didn’t matter to me
whether they recognized it or not.”

Hayes kept a low profile for the
remainder of her year-long furlough,
officially retiring in March 2002. The
retirement, however, was brief. A
year-and-a-half later, in November,
2003, the Weldon Baptist Church in
Weldon, N.C., called her to serve as
pastor.

Already, her short tenure as pastor at
Weldon has been as significant in
many ways as her many years as a
missionary, said Hayes.

“I feel like God calls whether he calls a
man or a woman,” she said. “There is
a ministry that both men and women
can do. I am positive that God can use
me as pastor of the Weldon Baptist

Church just as well as a
man pastor.”

With her life taking such
dramatic and unexpected
turns, Hayes said she agrees
completely with the words
of Jeremiah 29:11: “For I
know the plans I have for
you, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you. Plans
to give you a hope and a
future.”

“God has fulfilled all those
in my life,” she said.

A transcript of Rev. Hayes’
talk is available upon request
from the Baptist House
office, (919)660-3489. BH
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The Hand of Fellowship: Baptist House Director Curtis Freeman
welcomes Ida Mae Hayes with the right hand of fellowship.

Ida Mae Hayes

Ida Mae Hayes: God Calls Women Too
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A Very Good Year
From the fall open house to the
spring "last supper" to graduation
weekend, 2003-2004 offered many
occasions for Duke's Baptists to join
together in fellowship.

s Jason Jenkins, Kris Norris, Meredith
Stewart, Willie Thomas, Will Williams,
and Blake Kendrick

2003-04 
Baptist Graduates

Duke Divinity School
MCM

Christina Lynn Shaffer

MTS

Tonya D. Armstrong
Kemper Morton Beasley, III

Ryan Patrick Smith 
Joseph Benjamin Tenney

MDiv

Christopher R. Aho
Ronald A. Burrell

Khalil Nadir Canady
Cynthia Morton Duarte

Christopher Thomas Ellis  
Scott Allen Hovey  

Derrick Amelius Justice
David Patrick King

Rachel Elizabeth Olsen  
Karen Renae Owens  
Susan Dance Pasour  

Ryon Louis Price 
Kacey Lauren Reynolds

Marc Lynn Sanders
Domanic Anthony Smith

Mason Fuller Smith 
Jose Luis Villaseñor

ThM

Keith Louis Johnson 
Patrick Claudis Thompson

Benjamin L. White

Certificate in Baptist Studies

Chris Aho
Christopher Ellis

Rachel Olsen
Susan Pasour, Ryon Price

David King
Jose Villaseñor

s Chad Eggleston, M.Div
’03, and Dr. Ed Bratcher,
BH board member

s Three BH 2004 graduates Jose Villaseñor,
David King, and Derrick Justice.

s Roger Williams Fellowship
Co-Chairs Amy Grizzle and
Mandy McMichael

Travis Bott, Jill Bott,
Sarah Jobe, David King,
Lauren King, Elizabeth
Evans, and Brooke Burris

s

s Jill Bott, Travis Bott, Simanga
Kumalo, Landon Adams, Domanic
Smith, and Derrick Justice

                        



“I went through what everybody goes
through when they enter seminary,” she
says. “I went through a lot of changing.
Again and again, I kept finding that peo-
ple were affirming my gifts for ministry.”

Along the way, McMichael also met the
man who was to become her husband,
Chad Eggleston, a Baptist and 2003
M.Div. graduate who’s now studying for
a Duke Ph.D. in religion. Married this
spring, they hope someday to co-pastor
a Baptist church, preferably in a college

town where they can also teach and
minister to students.

“We feel called to serve both in the church
and the academy,” says McMichael.

As for her parents, McMichael broke the
news to them last year about her new
plans to enter ordained ministry. Both
her mother and her father have been sup-
portive, she says, but they worry about
the battles she will have to fight.

McMichael realized last summer, how-
ever, that both she and her family have
the strength for that battle. At the
time, McMichael was doing a field
education experience at Trinity United
Methodist Church in Louisburg, N.C.,
and one Sunday, her mother came to
hear her preach.

Midway through her sermon,
McMichael looked out at the congre-
gation and saw her mother, sitting in a
pew, tears streaming down her face.

“I looked out and saw her crying, and
when we talked about it later, she
turned to me and she said, ‘Mandy, I
don’t see how anyone could hear you
preach and not believe you are called
by God to be a pastor.’” BH

Call to Ministry
continued from page 1

Whassup? 

B aptist House is trying to
compile a complete list  of
Duke's Baptist alumni and

where they are serving. Let us
know where you are and what
you are doing. Send information
to mmcmurtry@div.duke.edu or
call 919-660-3489.

BH Creates Women Mentoring Program

F or Baptist women students, the decision to enter ordained ministry can be
a momentous, even overwhelming, step. To help provide support for
women students considering that option, Baptist House has created a new

mentoring program.

Established this spring, the Duke Divinity Baptist Women Mentoring Program pairs
interested Baptist women students with ordained Baptist women who are serving in
ministry. The program provides students with role models and a supportive network.

“Many students have never seen a Baptist woman in ministry, and this program
really helps them see what such ministry looks like,” said Curtis Freeman, direc-
tor of the Baptist House of Studies Program. “Ultimately, by meeting with their
mentors and with other students, and talking through the issues of women in
ministry, the students can begin to envision themselves in ministry.”

The program began as a pilot project last semester with more than 40 pairs of
students and volunteers and will expand this fall. The mentors come from
throughout North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia and serve as pastors,
chaplains, youth ministers, and church staff members. Elizabeth Evans
M.Div.’06, is the student coordinator.

For more information on the program, or to volunteer as a mentor, e-mail  Evans
at baptistmentors@yahoo.com or contact Freeman by phone at 919-660-3401 or
by e-mail at cfreeman@div.duke.edu. BH
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Baptist House 
of Studies
The Divinity School

Duke University
Durham, NC 27708

919-660-3489

Faculty and Staff

Curtis W. Freeman, Ph.D.
Research Professor 

of Theology and Director
cfreeman@div.duke.edu

J. Kameron Carter, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Theology 

and Black Church Studies
jcarter@div.duke.edu

Stephen B. Chapman, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor 
of Old Testament

schapman@div.duke.edu

James Crenshaw, Ph.D.
Robert Flowers Professor 

of Old Testament
jcrenshaw@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D.
Senior Associate Dean and

Assistant Research Professor 
of Theology

wjennings@div.duke.edu

Tiffney Marley, M.Div.
Director of the Office of Black

Church Studies
tmarley@div.duke.edu

Megan McMurtry
Staff Assistant

mmcmurty@div.duke.edu

James Travis, Ph.D.
Clinical Professor 
of Pastoral Care

travi003@mc.duke.edu

William Turner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of the Practice

of Homiletics
wturner@div.duke.edu
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Friends of Baptist House from across North
Carolina and the southeast gathered at Duke
Feb. 28 to celebrate the program’s 15th anniver-

sary with a birthday brunch.

Held in the North Pavilion of Duke Hospital, the
brunch featured a talk by  James P. Byrd, a divinity
school alumnus and professor of American
Christianity at Vanderbilt Divinity School. The
author of The Challenges of Roger Williams, Byrd
spoke on “Interpreting Roger Williams: The Power
of the State and the Authority of the Bible.”

About 100 students, faculty, alumni, board members
and others attended the event. The Baptist House of
Studies was formally established in 1989-1990, fol-
lowing discussions that began in 1988. BH

Baptist House Celebration

Birthday Talk:
Dr. James Byrd (above)
tells Baptist House birthday
celebrants about Roger
Williams. Earlier, Rev. Mel
Williams, pastor of Watts
Street Baptist Church,
Durham, N.C., recalled the
first days of Baptist House.

Staff Transitions

Baptist House welcomes
Megan McMurtry as the
new staff assistant. She is

a 2003 M.T.S. alumna of the
divinity school and is currently
completing a Th.M. in Old
Testament and Hebrew Bible.
She eventually plans to pursue a
Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible. If you
have any questions about
Syriac, Ugaritic, Aramaic, or
Hebrew, she is a very good
tutor. We are happy to have her
on the team. Contact her at
mmcmurtry@div.duke.edu.

Outgoing Board
Members 

T hree Baptist House board mem-
bers have completed their six years
of service and will be stepping

down from the board this year. They
are Dr. Ed Bratcher of Durham, N.C.,
Dr. Hardy Clemons of Greenville, S.C.,
and Rev. Larry Williams of Louisburg,
N.C. We thank them for their service
and assure them they are "always wel-
come in the house."

               


