
O
n the morning of Sept. 11,
2001, after hearing about the
terrorist attacks on the World

Trade Center and the Pentagon, Sarah
Jobe, a student at the University of
Virginia, felt that people across the
campus should pull together and not
withdraw to themselves. Rounding up
friends and sending e-mails, she quick-
ly organized an interfaith prayer serv-
ice that drew 5,000 people that night
to the U.Va. Lawn.

A moving experience, the service revi-
talized a sense of community among
people of different faiths, races and
backgrounds. A year later, Jobe
helped organize a memorial vigil at
U.Va. and, earlier this year, a peace
rally on the Lawn.

A religious studies major who gradu-
ated from U.Va. in May, Jobe has
long felt called to promote mutual
caring and social justice in an often-
divided world. An aspiring minister,
she’s now following that call to Duke
Divinity School, where she’ll enroll
this fall as an M.Div. student. One of
a growing number of Baptist students
in the divinity school, Jobe has been
awarded two prestigious scholarships,
a Duke Divinity Fellowship and a
Fund for Theological Education
Ministry Fellowship.

“Sarah exemplifies the high caliber of
Baptist students that are coming to
Duke for seminary,” said Curtis
Freeman, director of Baptist House.
“The very best and brightest Baptist
students are seeking out Duke, and
they’re having an extraordinary

impact both on theological edu-
cation at Duke and on

Baptist ministry.”

An honors student, a Jefferson and
Echols scholar, and a Student Council
leader at U.Va., Jobe is known for her
remarkable ability to make things
happen.

“She’s simply got the most potent and
productive combination of brains and
will that I’ve come across in a student
at U.Va., graduate or undergraduate,”
said one of her former teachers,
Charles Mathewes, a religion professor.

At U.Va., Jobe not only compiled a
stellar academic record, but also took
part in numerous  activities and proj-
ects, both on and off campus. In her
college years, she helped start a new
American Baptist Church in
Charlottesville; organized and led a
campaign to end an offensive chant
that marred U.Va. athletic events;
organized a citywide service in her
hometown of Memphis to support
women in ministry; and served as chief
of staff for the U.Va. Student Council.

“I don’t think of myself as busy,” she
said. “I think of myself as active.”

Her church, New Beginnings
Christian Community Church, was
created in part to reach people who
have been turned off by church.

“We provide a community where peo-
ple feel loved,” said Jobe. “That’s some-
thing we are missing in our society.”
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On Her Way: 
Sarah Jobe joins growing ranks of Baptist
students at Duke Divinity School.
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Gathering at a downtown community
center, the congregation on any given
Sunday might include former prison
inmates, students and academics,
homeless people, recovering alco-
holics, and others of different races,
ages, backgrounds, sexual orientation
and political beliefs. Jobe’s duties
include everything from visiting pris-
oners, tutoring and teaching chil-
dren’s Sunday School to planning
services, preaching sermons and pick-
ing up snacks for church activities.

From an early age, attending First
Baptist Church in Memphis, Jobe felt
a call to enter the ministry. One of her
grandfathers was a clergyman.

But in 2000, she found her calling had
been threatened. Arriving home on
her first summer break from college,
she learned that the Southern Baptist
Convention was proposing to declare
that having women in the ministry
was “unbiblical.”

Jobe spent the next several months
garnering support to fight the propos-
al. Although she lost that battle, her
campaign backing women in the min-
istry drew widespread news coverage
and showed support for women min-
isters in all denominations.

Years later, Jobe still bristles when she
discusses the issue.

The denomination was founded on
the principles of democracy and local
autonomy, she said, and to have a

written rule imposed from on high
was offensive. “I’m fine if people
don’t think they need diversity,” she
said. But codifying it “was a very un-
Baptist thing to do.”

Jobe’s home pastor, Dr. Kenneth Corr
of First Baptist Church of Memphis,
is confident that her calling is now
taking her to the right place.

“Fortunately for Sarah and our
Baptist churches, there are places like
Duke Divinity School where she can
receive both an outstanding theologi-
cal education and practical training
for ministry,” he said. “Duke is the
ideal place for Sarah to pursue her
divine calling and prepare for min-
istry in the local church, hopefully a
Southern Baptist Church.” BH
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By Curtis
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House

I
n 1761 a
y o u n g
E n g l i s h

coal miner named Dan Taylor left
the darkness of the mines to fol-
low the blessed gospel light. He
became a Methodist preacher. A
year later Taylor became con-
vinced of the theology of believer
baptism and sought out a group
of Baptists to immerse him.
Because Taylor was influenced by
the evangelical Wesleyan theolo-
gy of free grace, the Calvinistic
Particular Baptists in the area
refused to extend him the right
hand of Christian fellowship.

Taylor eventually located a group
of General Baptists who were
willing to baptize him, but he

found the Generals to be just as
lax and lethargic as the
Particulars were harsh and legalis-
tic. He subsequently established
an evangelical Wesleyan-Baptist
congregation and formed the New
Connection of General Baptists.
The Articles of Religion adopted
by the New Connection Baptists
in 1770 declared: “We believe that
as this salvation is held forth to all
whom the gospel revelation comes
without exception, we ought in
the course of our ministry, to pro-
pose or offer this salvation to all
those who attend our ministry.”
The New Connection was
anchored in the conviction that
the gospel is good news for all or
it is no gospel at all.

The faith and practice of the New
Connection was built around
christological orthodoxy, evan-
gelical preaching, experimental

religion, believer baptism, and
congregational singing. The New
Connection grew as they formed
congregations, raised up ministe-
rial candidates, founded a theo-
logical academy, and launched a
religious periodical.

The Methodist-Baptist synergy
proved to be a catalyst for transfor-
mational ministry in the 18th cen-
tury. Might it be so again? Could
the Baptist House at Duke Divinity
School become a source for a new
connection with God, community,
and the world? Can we display a
gospel that is good news for saints
and for sinners? Baptists who are
seeking an alternative to hypercriti-
cal fundamentalism and Laodicean
liberalism are beginning to look
this way. If the Spirit of God were
to so move it wouldn’t be the first
time, and hopefully it won’t be the
last. Now, that is good news. BH

Another New Connection?



T
he Baptist House of Studies at
Duke Divinity School continued
to be a vital contributor to the

intellectual life of Duke Divinity
School last school year, sponsoring
forums and bringing to campus a vari-
ety of national and international
Baptist leaders and scholars.

“Baptists are here at Duke not only to
partake of the rich resources the divin-
ity school offers, but also to help con-
tribute to them,” said Curtis Freeman,
director of Baptist House. “This past
year, we made great strides in helping
to bring leading Baptist thinkers to
campus, and holding seminars and
forums, both for the benefit of our
Baptist students and for all Duke
divinity students.”

The year’s speakers included a well-
known Baptist scholar, Ralph Wood, a
professor at Baylor University; the
General Secretary of the Baptist
World Alliance, Denton Lotz; and a
prominent Baptist theologian from
Great Britain, Chris Ellis, Principal of
Bristol Baptist College in England.

Wood was the keynote speaker at last
year’s Baptist House Fall Conference
and at  Duke’s Convocation and Pastor’s

School, held Oct. 14-16. While at Duke,
he presented a formal lecture on the the-
ology of The Lord of the Rings and also
spoke at a Baptist House meeting about
the works of Flannery O’Connor.

In a whirlwind, half-day visit to the
divinity school on Jan. 9, Lotz urged
Baptist divinity students, local pastors
and others to look up from the contro-
versies that continually divide Baptists
in the United States and adopt a more
global, mission-oriented perspective.

In back-to-back appearances, Lotz
preached in a worship service at York
Chapel, taught a class of divinity stu-
dents, and met over lunch with a group
of Baptist pastors from throughout the
Research Triangle area.

The head of an international fellow-
ship of about 110 million Baptists in
more than 200 countries, Lotz
brought an international perspective
to each of his talks.

Ellis presented a lecture at the divinity
school March 31 on worship styles in the
Free Church, entitled “Free Worship—
Living Faith.” Before coming to Bristol
Baptist College as Principal, Ellis was pas-
tor of congregations in Cardiff and
Sheffield. He is a member of the Council

of the Baptist Union of Great Britain,
serves as moderator of its Faith and Unity
Executive, and represents the Union in
conversations with the Church of
England and in the Worship and
Spirituality Commission of the Baptist
World Alliance.

In March, Baptist House also sponsored
a forum on baptism. A standing-room
only audience crammed into the school’s
alumni memorial room to hear a discus-
sion between Geoffrey Wainwright, the
divinity school’s Robert Earl Cushman
Professor of Christian Theology, and
Willie J. Jennings, associate dean for aca-
demic programs and assistant research
professor of theology and Black Church
studies. The discussion was moderated
by Stephen B. Chapman, assistant pro-
fessor of Old Testament.

Baptist House will sponsor a similar
forum Sept. 16 in conjunction with the
150th anniversary of the first ordination
of women in the U.S. The forum, enti-
tled “Women be Silent,” will feature a
discussion between Mary McClintock
Fulkerson, associate professor of theol-
ogy, and Richard Hayes, George
Washington Ivey Professor of New
Testament. BH

Baptist House Forums Enrich Divinity School Life
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On to Grad School
Chad Eggleston (MDiv 2003), Daniel Barber (MTS 2002), and David Moffitt (ThM
2003) have been accepted into the Duke PhD program in Religion. Scott Bullard
(MDiv 2002) will be entering the Baylor PhD program in Religion in the fall of 2003.

Orientation Preachers
Two Baptist students have been invited to preach at the orientation worship 
services for new divinity students in the 2003-2004
academic year. Derrick Justice will speak in the fall
and David King in the spring. Justice and King were
nominated by the preaching faculty and then voted
on by the Divinity School student body.

Baptist House Student News
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FOOD AND FUN
Curtis Freeman, left,
welcomes Chad
Eggleston to a
Baptist House dinner
at Freeman's home.
Later, Freeman,
Luke Smith, and Jose
Villasenor test their
mettle with a "A
Taste of Texas"--
habanero peppers.

D. Justice       D. King

New Arrivals
Thirty-two new Baptist students will begin
studies at Duke Divinity School this fall.
Including 24 men and eight women, the
new students account for 18 percent of
the incoming Divinity School class. The
students come from N.C. (9), Tex. (4), S.C.
(2), Va. (2), D.C. (2), Tenn. (2), Ark. (2),
Wisc., La., Ga., Miss., Pa., Ky., Mo., Ill.,
and Korea. Twenty-three are pursuing an
MDiv degree, 5 MTS, and 4 ThM.

Two of the students, Sarah Jobe and
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, have been
named as 2003 Fund for Theological
Education Ministry Fellows. Only 41
students nationwide are selected for the
prestigious fellowships. (See article on
Jobe on page 1) BH

Spring Graduates
We commend the 26 Baptists who

graduated this spring from the
Divinity School. They are:

MTS

Kimberly Langston, Megan
Maureen McMurtry, Erin Dawn
Yerby, and Corey Young.

MDiv 

Brian E. Bolton, Oscar Lavon
Chambers, Jean-Luc Charles,
Jason H. Cook, Marian Renee
Cooper, Chadwick Lee Eggleston,
Eric Gladney, Jake E. Hall, Derrel
A. Hughes, Peter Cooper Milner,
Scott Kenneth Mofield, Daniel P.
Rhodes, Michelle Lee Roach,
Marc Lynn Sanders, Amanda
Ruth Springs, and Lauren E. Tyler.

ThM

Chad Tyler Gerber, David M.
Moffitt, James Aaron Rayburn,
Richard Albert Varriale, Mark D.
White, and Victoria White.

Three graduates earned a certificate in
Baptist Studies: Jason Cook, Oscar
Chambers, and Jake Hall.



A
belated Baptist House welcome to Tiffney Marley,
an ordained ABC minister who joined the Divinity
School in the fall of 2002 as director of Black

Church Studies. We also welcome Tammy Williams, anoth-
er ordained ABC minister, who comes to the Divinity
School this fall for a post-doctoral fellowship. She has been
at Yale Divinity School where her dissertation director
Miroslav Volf moved after her PhD studies at Fuller

Theological Seminary. Both Marley
and Wiggins bring many gifts to the
Baptist work at the Divinity
School.

We say goodbye to Daphne
Wiggins, yet another ABC ordained minister, who
departs the Divinity School where she has been assistant
professor of congregational studies. She will now put her
theory into practice as associate pastor of the Union
Baptist Church in Durham, N.C. BH

Faculty and Staff Transitions
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Scholarships and Endowments

T
he Jimmy and Helen Garland Scholarship Endowment became the fifth
fully funded endowed scholarship for Baptist students at Duke Divinity
School earlier this year when it  reached a goal of $100,000. The scholar-

ship fund will be used to provide financial assistance to Baptist students at Duke
Divinity School from Virginia.

Family and friends have pledged or given over $50,000 to the Henry and Helen
Turlington Scholarship Endowment in honor of the former Baptist seminary
professor, missionary, and pastor. A generous donor has made a $25,000 pledge
if others will bring the gift to the $100,000 level.

To inquire about contributions to the scholarship endowments for Baptists con-
tact Gaston Warner (919-660-3455 or gwarner@div.duke.edu). The Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship increased the number of Leadership Scholarships for the
2003-04 year from three to seven. These scholarships are awarded to Baptist the-
ological students preparing for church ministry or missions and provide $4,000
per student. Thank you CBF! BH

Tiffney Marley

Daphne Wiggins

Baptist House 
of Studies
The Divinity School

Duke University
Durham, NC 27708
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James Crenshaw, Ph.D.
Robert Flowers Professor 

of Old Testament
jcrenshaw@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D.
Senior Associate Dean and

Assistant Research Professor 
of Theology
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Tiffney Marley, M.Div.
Director of the Office of Black

Church Studies
tmarley@div.duke.edu

James Travis, Ph.D.
Clinical Professor 
of Pastoral Care

travi003@mc.duke.edu

William Turner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of the Practice

of Homiletics
wturner@div.duke.edu
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New 
Board Members

Named

S
ix new members join the Baptist
House Board of Directors in the
fall of 2003: Randall Lolley, for-

mer Southeastern Seminary President
and N.C. pastor; Roger Paynter, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Austin,
Tex.; Guy Sayles, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Asheville, N.C.;
Laura Ann Vick, member of First
Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.; John
Roberts, retired pastor of Woodbrook
Baptist Church of Baltimore, Md.;
and David Adkins (MDiv ’72) pastor
of Starling Avenue Baptist Church of
Martinsville, Va., whose daughter
Kristen is a second-year student.
Mary Strauss was elected chair of the
board for the upcoming year. Bud
Brazil, outgoing chair, and Ray Allen
rotated off the board. We are thankful
for their faithful service. Former visit-
ing professor and board member,
Alan Neely, died May 14, 2003.

Calendar of Events
Baptist House Dinner

October 13

Speaker:
George Mason, Wilshire Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex.

Earlybird Registration only $17.50 before September 1
Regular Registration $20

Call Miriam Scoggins 
(919-660-3489) or mail payment to the Baptist House at 
Duke Divinity School, Box 90966, Durham, NC 27708

Fall Convocation and 
Pastor’s School

October 13-15

Speakers:
Richard Lischer, Duke Divinity School

Christine Pohl, Asbury Theological Seminary 
Michael Curry, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of N.C.

Adam Hamilton, Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kan., and 
George Mason

Registration will be available in August through the 
Continuing Education Office

Duke Divinity School, Box 90966, Durham, N.C. 27708 
Toll-Free (888) 845-4216 

Email: div-conted@duke.edu 

15 Year Anniversary Celebration of Baptist House
March 12-13 2004

Speaker:
James Byrd, Vanderbilt Divinity School, Duke Divinity School alumnus,

and author of The Challenge of Roger WilliamsN


