
By BobWells

A
s Baptists in the United States
continue to undergo a period of
intense denominational realign-

ment, a new model of Baptist theo-
logical education is rapidly emerging,
says Curtis Freeman, director of the
Baptist House of Studies program at
Duke Divinity School.

Fast growing and increasingly diverse, this
new paradigm of Baptist theological edu-
cation – typified by Duke’s Baptist
House–is playing a critically important
role in supplying potential church leaders.

“Times are changing and the old
denominational model is giving way to
a realignment that is more congrega-
tional and local than ever before,” says
Freeman, a former college professor
who joined the Divinity School in
2001 as research professor of theology
and director of the Baptist House.

Historically, at least over the past 150
years, Baptist seminaries were fairly
uniform entities, notes Freeman. With
few theological differences among
them, they operated essentially as
branches of the same organization.

In recent years, though, with the
changes wrought by the ongoing
denominational realignments in
North America, Baptist theological
education is taking all sorts of forms.

“Outside the Southern Baptist
Convention, Baptist theological edu-
cation is becoming increasingly
diverse,” says Freeman. “Some insti-

tutions are free-standing seminaries.
Others are divinity schools in univer-
sities. Some, like our Baptist House at
Duke, are attached to theological
schools of other denominations. It’s
an incredibly exciting development.
They’re all different, they’re each
unique, and they’re all Baptist.”

In just the three-year period from 1997
to 2000, the number of theological
schools serving “Other Baptists”
(defined as those outside the Southern
Baptist Convention and neither
American nor National Baptist) shot up
by almost 62 percent, from 52 schools to
84 schools. At the same time, the num-
ber of theological institutions serving
Southern Baptist students decreased by
about 9 percent, from 74 schools in 1997
to 67 schools in 2000, reflecting the
SBC’s overall move to greater institu-
tional and theological homogeneity.

Perhaps no school better reflects this
new trend of diverse Baptist theologi-

Duke Program a Leader in New Baptist Theological Education

The Newsletter of the Baptist House of Studies at Duke Divinity School

continued on page 3

Volume 1, Number 1 Summer 2002

1997
2000

1997
2000

Theological Schools Attended by Denomination

SBC

Baptist-Other

American Baptist

National Baptist

UMC

Catholic

PC(USA)

ELCA

Episcopal

MDiv Students by Denomination

SBC

Baptist-Other

American Baptist

National Baptist

UMC

Catholic

PC(USA)

ELCA

Episcopal

From:  Association of Theological Schools Fact Book Years 1997-1998 and 1999-2000

# Schools   20                40                60                80                100               120

# Students   1000                 2000                 3000                4000                5000

Coming together
Baptist House students, faculty and staff



By Curtis W. Freeman, Director of
the Baptist House of Studies

I
n post-colonial
America, before
the first Baptist

seminaries were
established in the
United States, a
wise old deacon is
said to have joked,
“Oh, you can get a

Baptist into Harvard, but the ques-
tion is whether you can get one out.”

To some folks, the idea of a Baptist at
Harvard might have seemed odd.
Back then we were regarded as “a tur-
bulent, seditious, and factious peo-
ple.” So controversial were we that in
England, even after the Act of
Toleration, Baptists were refused
admission at Oxford and Cambridge.
In the U.S., Baptists continued to be
admitted to Harvard and Yale for the-
ological training.

Over time the real problem became
not whether it was possible to get
Baptists out of Harvard, but how
many. As the old denominational
model gives way to a new paradigm
that is more local and congregational,
two trends are beginning to emerge.

First, theological education for most
Baptists is becoming more institution-
ally diverse. As the data in our cover
article attests, Baptist theological edu-
cation has come full circle. After over
a century of uniformity and homo-
geneity, things are changing dramati-
cally. Baptists today are being trained
for ministry in a variety of settings:
freestanding Baptist seminaries,
divinity schools in Baptist universi-
ties, and programs within theological
schools of other denominations such
as the Baptist House of Studies at
Duke Divinity School.

Duke’s Baptist House is at the forefront
of this new development in theological
education. Our student population
reflects this new diversity. The enroll-

ment of Baptists at Duke Divinity
School has grown from 25 in 1988 to its
present number of just under 100,
almost all of which are full-time stu-
dents. They are men and women,
Euro-American and African-
American, just about every conceivable
type of Baptist. In sum, the Baptist
House at Duke Divinity School is a
microcosm of the larger Baptist world.

Second, the enrollment of Baptists in
theological schools is rising, providing
a much-needed supply of potential
church leaders. The number of
“other” (read that ex-SBC) Baptists
enrolled in theological studies has
increased exponentially over the past
three years, and there are good rea-
sons to believe that this growth curve
will continue in the near future.

Last year 25 Baptists received master’s
degrees from Duke Divinity School.
This was the second highest number of
graduates among the CBF partner
schools, which had a combined total of
189 graduates. This year 22 Baptists
will graduate from Duke. These indi-
cators suggest that Duke will be an
important source of leadership for the
next generation of Baptists.

Of course this encouraging trend of
growth also presents a new set of
challenges. What can churches, asso-
ciations, and conventions do to
attract and retain graduates for con-
gregational ministry?  Are these grad-
uates equipped, able, and willing to
serve the difficult congregations
where many of the first time place-
ments are needed (e.g., rural settings,
inner city, declining communities,
small congregations, etc.)?

Where are things going?  What will
Baptist theological education look
like in the years to come?  Is it back to
the future?  If so, there is one thing to
which I can attest: It is possible to get
a Baptist into Duke, and, more
important, we are getting lots of real-
ly good ones out. BH
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cal education than Duke’s Baptist
House, says Freeman.

“We’ve gone from 25 students in 1988
to just under 100 students today,” he
says. “Our students are men and
women, Euro-American and African-
American, just about every conceivable
type of Baptist. We’re basically a micro-
cosm of the larger Baptist world.”

The new diversity in Baptist theological
education, however, brings with it a new
set of challenges, Freeman cautions.

“How will churches, associations, and
conventions relate to and partner with the
growing number of theological schools
that Baptists attend? How will graduates
of so many different schools form com-
mon bonds that will enable them to work
together as Baptists? These are questions
that demand our reflection.”

Clearly, a growing number of Baptist
pastors and other church leaders will
come from this new breed of theolog-
ical school. In the past three years, the
number of students attending these
“Other Baptist” schools grew an
incredible 200 per cent, from 400 stu-
dents in 1997 to more than 1,200 in
2000–a growth rate far outpacing
that of other mainline Protestant and
Roman Catholic theological schools.

Here too, Duke’s Baptist House is at
the forefront of the new movement in
Baptist theological education. Last
year, Freeman notes, 25 Baptist stu-
dents graduated with master’s degrees
from Duke Divinity School–the second
highest number of graduates among
the 11 schools that are partnering with
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

“A major thrust of our mission and
that of our partner CBF institutions
is to provide congregations with a
continuing supply of leaders for the
next generation,” says Freeman. “The
results so far are hopeful. Duke is and
will continue to be an important link
in the Baptist chain between churches
that call out ministers and the fields of
service where they are sent.” BH
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News Briefs
Hewitt Receives Anne Thomas Neil Award

C
ongratulations to Dr. Furman Hewitt, former director of Baptist
House, who was named the 2002 recipient of the Anne Thomas
Neil Award for outstanding contributions to women in ministry.

The award is presented annually by the North Carolina Baptist Women in
Ministry. You can contact Furman with your good wishes by e-mail at
furman_hewitt@hotmail.com.

❖
Baptist Alumni Network (BAN) for the Divinity School

K
ay Simpson, Terry Michael Newell, Ed Bratcher, and others are organ-
izing a Baptist Alumni Network for Duke Divinity School. The pur-
pose will be “to establish a current network of Baptist alumni for Duke

Divinity School for support, communication, placement, and continuing
education.” They hope to have contact information (mailing and e-mail
addresses, phone numbers, etc.) by fall 2002. A gala event will be planned in
2003 for alumni to celebrate 15 years of the Baptist House at Duke. You may
contact Kay at kaysimpson37@yahoo.com or (910) 892-8202.

❖
New Baptist Scholarship Endowments

T
his fall, two new scholarship endowments will begin providing
financial assistance to Baptist students at Duke: The Carlyle
Marney Scholarship Endowment Fund, named for the distin-

guished preacher and theologian, and the Ned Fitzgerald Scholarship
Endowment Fund, which was established to encourage Baptist women
to pursue ministerial education. Another scholarship endowment
honoring Jimmy and Helen Garland is building. An endowed schol-
arship to be “fully funded” requires $100,000. As the fund grows 5 per
cent of the principle may be applied to scholarships. To learn more
about establishing an endowment for Baptist students, contact Curtis
Freeman (919-660-3401) or Sally Potts Lewis (919-660-3455).

❖
Baptist House Budget Report

G
ifts received to the Baptist House budget for 2001 were $97,209.
This covers half the salaries of the Director and Assistant and
all other operational costs for the Baptist House. The

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship contributed $20,000. The remaining
support came from churches and individuals. Thank you. How can
we help this budget to grow?
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2001-2002 Graduates
Master of Divinity
Cheryl Moore Adamson Returning to S.C., seeking placement
Thomas Banister Seeking placement
Mary Elizabeth Berry Chaplain residency at UNC        
Scott Walker Bullard Graduate school
Jacqueline Derby Seeking placement
Jennifer Lynn Howell Expecting a baby in September, graduate school  
Derrel A. Hughes Seeking placement       
Tony Joyner Seeking placement
Jocleen McCall Office of Student Development at Duke and

Minister to Youth and Young Adults,
Union Baptist Church Durham, NC

Matthew Norvell Moving to Washington, D.C., seeking placement 
Bennie Hilton Reynolds III Graduate school
Cat Jonathan Tran Ph.D. studies, Duke
Kenny J. Walden Considering church position in Chapel Hill, N.C.
Neil Porter Westbrook Minister of students and spiritual formation,

FBC Mocksville, N.C.
Christine Wright Attorney in Durham and plans to start a church

Master of Theological Studies
Charles Brian Humphries Seeking placement
Warren Anderson Kinghorn Returning to Harvard Medical School
Stephanie Totty Patterson Seeking placement       

Master of Theology
Margaret D. Fountain-Holding Seeking placement
Paul Henry Jimenez Seeking placement
Jason Bernard McKinney Seeking placement
Brent Scott     Chaplain, Great Lakes Naval Training Ctr., Chicago

For more information about these graduates check out their profiles and contact
information on the Baptist House web page: www.divinity.duke.edu/baptist.html


