
W
hen Karen Owens graduated
from Howard University in
1995, she had no doubt where

she was heading: straight to a fast-
charging business career that would cata-
pult her to the covers of Black Enterprise,
Essence, and Fortune magazines.

But seven years and a few twists later,
she is instead a second-year student
at Duke Divinity School, one of the
school’s growing number of Baptists.
And this past summer, she found her-
self about as far from the world of
business as you can get: in the
Bedford Stuyvesant section of
Brooklyn, creating and running a
children’s summer camp for one of
the most storied of all African-
American churches: Concord Baptist
Church of Christ. Founded in 1847,
the 4,000-plus-member church has
been home to a string of great
preachers, including the legendary

Rev. Dr. Gardner C. Taylor, who
served as pastor from 1947 to 1990.

It was for Owens an extraordinary
field education experience, one that
confirmed for her a growing sense of
call to a unique ministry, not in the
pulpit, but in church-based, inner-
city community development.

“Concord was a blessed opportuni-
ty,” says Owens. “It changed my life.
It helped me to know that, yes, I am
called to be in urban ministry, to
work in a community of color,

rebuilding the commu-
nity and people’s

lives, based on
God’s word.”

Like many seminarians today, Owens
took a roundabout path to divinity
school. After college, she worked
four years as a manager for Bell
Atlantic, but then enrolled at NYU
in a master’s program in urban plan-
ning and community development.
While she enjoyed her work at Bell,
Owens wanted to have a greater
impact on people’s lives.

In the summer of 2000 while on a
trip to South Africa, she first felt her
call to ministry. There, Owens
observed several successful communi-
ty development programs—many of
which had a strong faith compo-
nent— that were helping to rebuild
that nation in the post-apartheid era.

Upon her return to the U.S., Owens
applied to seminary and began her

studies at Duke in the fall of 2001.
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For a seminarian with Owens’s back-
ground and interests, Concord Baptist
offered the perfect field education
opportunity. Located in an economical-
ly depressed, inner-city neighborhood,
the church operates a long list of family
services and community development
programs, including a nursing home,
seniors residence, clothing exchange,
credit union, grant funds, and commu-
nity development corporation.

For the people of Bedford-
Stuyvesant, the church is a powerful
presence that is rebuilding and reju-
venating the community based on a
spiritual foundation, says Owens.

“It taught me that you can’t do real
community development without a
faith component,” she says. “Social
programs come and go, but you have
to give people more at the end of the
day when the check runs out. Through
counseling and ministry, you help
them think about what they are miss-
ing in life, and you work to rebuild the
community based on faith and belief.”

Owens says her incredible summer
was also one more confirmation of
her decision to study at Duke.

“I’m supposed to be here at Duke.
God has confirmed that to me in so
many ways, through my friends and
the people I’ve met. I’m supposed to
be here, studying and preparing for
ministry.” BH

Summer in Brooklyn
continued from page 1

A Little Insider Information
By Curtis W. Freeman, Director of The Baptist House of Studies

M
ore than a few Baptists are confused about where and
how to invest their stewardship dollars these days. Many
have opted out of the denominational giving plan, but

they still haven’t thought much about a congregational invest-
ment philosophy. For all its faults, the old model was pretty simple. It worked
like a mutual fund. Congregations didn’t have to think about which ministries
they were going to support. The convention did that, distributing gifts among a
wide array of entities including denominational seminaries.

Churches that decide not to participate in the denominational giving program are
in a tough place. They’re more like people who invest in the stock market. Now
they have to choose among competing institutions which ones to support. How
are they supposed to develop a spiritual investment strategy?

Warren Buffett is a wise financial investor. He’s famous for economic success
and common sense. Main Street, not Wall Street, shapes his portfolio.
“Buffettisms,” as they are called, put his convictions into simple language:

• Never invest in a business you can’t understand.
• Always invest for the long term.
• It’s not necessary to do extraordinary things to get extraordinary results.
• Buy a business, don’t rent stocks.

By following his convictions Buffett looks for companies with intrinsic value:
quality products, growing or stable markets, and strong leadership.

For churches to be “wise as serpents and harmless as doves” they too must identi-
fy core convictions and invest their resources accordingly in ministries and insti-
tutions with intrinsic value. So how do you get from Buffett to the Bible? Here’s a
start: “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Mt 6:20).

Does your church have a kingdom-based investment strategy? If not, get one.
And when you do, here’s a little insider information: theological education.
Looking for an undervalued blue chip? Baptist House at Duke Divinity School.
Need a biblical warrant? “Go therefore . . . teaching” (Mt 28:19-20).

Baptists at Duke enjoy the benefits of a world-class faculty, a fabulous library, and a major
university thanks to the hospitality of United Methodists. Everything Baptists contribute
goes directly to support the staff and students of the Baptist House. What a bargain!

Consider the quality of instruction we offer, the quantity of congregational leaders
we graduate, and the commitment to the church we embody. Investors looking for
a real value will appreciate the tip. And best of all the dividends are eternal. BH

2001-02 Baptist House Financial Report
Total gifts to Baptist House last year were $268,881, almost double the $135,282 received in ’01. At the same time, expendable
gifts (i.e., the operational budget) dipped slightly to $93,479, making our operational expenses exceed our income by $13,525.
Thank you to Friends of Baptist House who supported us generously this year. Will you help us to make more friends?

Operational Budget 2001-02 

Beginning Balance $ 70,473.00 
Revenue $ 93,930.00 
Expenses $ 107,455.00
Net $ (13,525.00)
Ending Balance $ 56,948.00 

Total Gifts to Baptist House

FY02 FY01 FY00 

Expendable $93,479 $97,209 $93,838 

Endowment $175,402 $38,073 $85,740

Total Gifts $268,881 $135,282 $179,578 
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N
obody is born a Baptist,
but Stephen B. Chapman
comes close.

Throughout his life, he has been
shaped and nurtured in Baptist church-
es and Baptist culture. His father, Ian
Chapman, served 25 years as a Baptist
pastor in California, Arizona, Missouri
and Illinois, and 13 years as president
of Northern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Chicago. Chapman is
himself an ordained minister in the
American Baptist Churches, U.S.A.,
and serves on two important commit-
tees for the Baptist World Alliance.

So why is this (almost) lifelong
Baptist, a promising young scholar in
Old Testament studies, teaching at
Duke Divinity School?

Among other reasons, because he
believes that Duke, with its Baptist
House of Studies program, is poised
to make important contributions
both to the church broadly and to
Baptist churches in particular.

“Being at Duke is a dream come true,”
says Chapman, who joined the faculty
last year as assistant professor of Old
Testament. “In many places an iron
curtain exists between biblical studies
and theology, but Duke is leading the
way in forging fresh links between the
two. My own work aims at reading the
Old Testament as Christian scripture,
something actively promoted here.”

Although a Methodist-affiliated sem-
inary, Duke welcomes Baptists and
considers them a significant part of
the community, says Chapman. It’s a
place where Baptist students can
receive one of the world’s best theo-
logical educations and be exposed to
a variety of religious traditions, while
still being engaged with other Baptist
students and Baptist life.

Amid the ongoing controversies that
continue to divide Baptists nationwide,
Duke and the Baptist House offer a
unique vantage point for much-needed

critical reflection, says
Chapman. “Duke
realizes that, particu-
larly with regard to
scripture, the histori-
cist left and the fundamentalist right are
equally reductionistic, and my hope for
Baptist House is to help more people see
that, and to explore new alternatives.”

He believes his own field of Old
Testament studies can be of great
help to a badly divided church.

“I’m convinced there are crucial
resources in the Old Testament that are
in danger of being misappropriated or
even forgotten by the contemporary
church,” says Chapman. “The Old
Testament, for example, provides a rich-
er, more differentiated vision than the
New of what it’s like to live together in
community as the people of God.”

Chapman wrote his doctoral disser-
tation at Yale University about the
history, rationale and meaning of the
Old Testament canon, and he contin-
ues to focus his research on Old
Testament interpretation and theo-
logical approaches to scripture.

Scriptural interpretation and authori-
ty have always been debated issues in
Baptist life, says Chapman, but many
Baptists are no longer able to agree
on even how to argue about scripture.

“We need to think through in differ-
ent ways the authority of scripture,
and how we understand and interpret
scripture communally within the
church. For Baptists, it’s a critically
important issue, because for us, it’s
ultimately all about scripture.”

In his brief time at Duke, Chapman
has already become a popular—and
very busy—professor. In addition 
to teaching the introductory Old
Testament course and upper-level
seminars, and conducting his ongoing
research, he serves as faculty-in-resi-
dence in a Duke first-year dormitory
and advises 20 undergraduates. BH

Baptist House 
of Studies
The Divinity School

Duke University
Durham, NC 27708

919-660-3489

Faculty and Staff

Curtis W. Freeman, Ph.D.
Research Professor 

of Theology and Director
cfreeman@div.duke.edu

Miriam Phillips Scoggins
Assistant to the Director
mscoggins@div.duke.edu

J. Kameron Carter, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Theology

and Black Church Studies
jcarter@div.duke.edu

Stephen B. Chapman, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor 
of Old Testament

schapman@div.duke.edu

James Crenshaw, Ph.D.
Robert Flowers Professor 

of Old Testament
jcrenshaw@div.duke.edu

Willie Jennings, Ph.D.
Senior Associate Dean and

Assistant Research Professor 
of Theology

wjennings@div.duke.edu

James Travis, Ph.D.
Clinical Professor 
of Pastoral Care

travi003@mc.duke.edu

William Turner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of the

Practice of Homiletics
wturner@div.duke.edu

Daphne Wiggins, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of

Congregational Studies
dwiggins@div.duke.edu

Baptist Faculty Profile: 
Stephen B. Chapman



Friends and Supporters of Baptist House in 2001-2002
Individuals
Ray Allen
Anonymous
Robert W. and Mary
Frances Bailey

Edward B. Bratcher
W. O. Brazil, III
Christopher Leonard
Canipe

L. Kendall Cameron, Jr.
Ruth Cheek
Hardy Clemons
James and Juanita
Crenshaw

Roy E. De Brand
Glenn A. Eason
Curtis and Debra Freeman
Robert Granville Gardner
James D. Garland, Jr.
James D. and Helen
Garland, Sr.

Patricia A. Garland
Anne Garner
Furman and Donna
Hewitt

Gene Jester
Frances Langstaff
Charles Ray Lott
Valerie Bass McMillian
Karen R. Maddux
Mary T. Meadows
Earle W. Moore
Alan and Virginia Neely 
Ronald and Brenda Pace
Thomas and LeDayne
Polaski

Rowland S. Pruette
Bill and Nancye
Rhodenhiser

Gerald Thomas Richards
Robert and Pearl Seymour

Mary Maddry Strauss
James and Patricia Travis
Geraldine Wells
Alan and Blanche Williams
Elizabeth W. Williams

Churches
Baptist General Board of
Virginia

Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, N.C.

Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, S.C.

Crescent Hill Baptist
Church
Louisville, Ky.

Duke Memorial Baptist
Church
Spring Hope, N.C.

Elm City Baptist Church
Elm City, N.C.

Fair Bluff Baptist Church
Fair Bluff, N.C.

First Baptist Church
Asheville, N.C.
Spruce Pine, N.C.
Lumberton, N.C.
Sylva, N.C.
Wilson, N.C.
Orangeburg, S.C.
Greenville, S.C.
Greensboro, N.C.
Laurinburg, N.C.
Kannapolis, N.C.
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Goldsboro, N.C.
Gainesville, Ga.

First Calvary Baptist
Church
Durham, N.C.

Franklin Baptist Church
Franklin, Va.

Lakeside Baptist Church
Rocky Mount, N.C.

Louisburg Baptist Church
Louisburg, N.C.

Lowes Grove Baptist
Church
Durham, N.C.

Mt. Gilead Baptist Church
Pittsboro, N.C.

North Carolina Baptist
Foundation Inc.

Northminster Baptist
Church
Jackson, Miss.

Olin T. Binkley Memorial
Baptist Church
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Pullen Memorial Baptist
Church
Raleigh, N.C.

Rosemary Baptist Church
Roanoke Rapids, N.C.

Rowland Baptist Church
Rowland, N.C.

Roxboro Baptist Church
Roxboro, N.C.

Starling Avenue Baptist
Church, Martinsville, Va.

St. John’s Baptist Church
Charlotte, N.C.

Temple Baptist Church
Durham, N.C.

Warrenton Baptist Church
Warrenton, N.C.

Watts Street Baptist
Church
Durham, N.C.

Zebulon Baptist Church
Zebulon, N.C.

News Briefs
New Students: An exceptional class of 32 new
Baptist students, some of the best and brightest
in Baptist life, entered the Divinity School this
fall. The average undergraduate GPA for all new
M.Div. and M.T.S. students is almost 3.6.

New Directors: Five new members have
joined the Baptist House board: Stephen
Chapman, assistant professor of Old Testament;
Kathy Driver, a H.R. manager with the E.P.A
and a member of Ridge Road Baptist Church,
Raleigh, N.C.; Brenda Porterfield of FBC
Greensboro, N.C., who re-joins the board; Neal
Rogers, a lawyer and member of Myers Park
Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C., and Pat Travis,
former Baptist House secretary and a member
of Watts Street Baptist Church, Durham, NC.

Young Pastors Seminar: Baptist House will
host a seminar Feb. 25-27 for Duke Divinity School
alumni, led by Bob Dale, director of the Center of
Creative Church Leadership for the Baptist
General Association of Virginia, and Ed Bratcher,
retired pastor and seminary professor. Registration
is $49 and includes meals, housing, and conference.
For more information, contact Miriam Scoggins
(919)660-3489 or mscoggins@div.duke.edu.

Baptist Field Education: Duke’s Baptist stu-
dents want and need the very best settings for
their field education placement—and that’s your
Baptist church. Check out the application at
http://www.divinity.duke.edu/field/applfed.html) or
contact the Divinity School Field Education
Office (919-660-3440). BH

Baptist House of Studies
The Divinity School
Duke University
Durham, NC 27708
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